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Gussie Klorer uses art to help children heal
Many artists, such as Frida Kahlo or Vincent
Van Gogh, used art to deal with their physical
or mental ailments. Today, art is widely used as
a means to understand and heal people — particularly children — with physical or emotional
trauma.
One expert in that field is Gussie Klorer. Born in
St. Louis, Mo., she received her bachelor’s degree
from the University of Missouri, her master’s in
art therapy from George Washington University
in Washington, D.C., and her doctorate, also in art
therapy, from The Union Institute in Cincinnati,
Ohio. For the past 21 years, she has been the director of the art therapy and counseling program at
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville and
looks upon art therapy as a form of communication.
“It is using art as the means of expression in
a therapeutic relationship because many people
don’t have words for what they are feeling, particularly children,” said Klorer.
One controversial issue involving children is
the use of artwork to ascertain whether or not they
are being abused.
“A lot of research has been done on that and the
fact is that there is no particular sign that a child
would draw in their artwork that can give you a
diagnosis of sexual abuse,” said Klorer, who has
worked with cases of severe abuse and trauma.
“What is most interesting about it is that rarely
do the children draw what happened,” Klorer
said. “Rather they put it in symbolically and the
story that they tell is a metaphor for what really
happened. You don’t necessarily see really painful
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pictures, but you might see something that is a
metaphor for that pain for that child.”
While she has dealt with many difficult cases,
Klorer has had her share of successes.
“One of my favorite stories is a little girl that
I started working with when she was four years
old and she had been abandoned by her mother,”
Klorer said. “She went to a succession of foster
homes and really wanted to attach to her foster
family, but she couldn’t betray her mother, even
though her mother was the abuser. So she was
in this conundrum because this family wanted
to adopt her but she was really struggling. So I
worked with her for four years and when she was
eight years old, the legal things fell into place and
she was ready to be adopted. One day, she came
into art and told me that she wanted to make a
sister.” Klorer knew that the girl did not have a
sister.
“Yet, she constructs this silly looking life-size
doll out of Styrofoam and boxes,” Klorer said.
“And I had no idea what it meant, but it seemed
very important to her. It was life-size and she
took it home. Her foster mom called me and said
‘Gussie, you won’t believe what happened with
the sister that she made. The sister watches me
cook dinner, the sister sleeps by my bed at night,
and the sister told me that she loved me.'
"And so what the child did was she created a
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He pleaded guilty on Sept. 23. He
faces between 15 and 30 years in
prison and a fine of up to $250,000
and a term of supervised release
from five years to life. Sentencing is
scheduled for Jan. 9.
Glasper has been held without
bond since his arraignment on April
12, 2011.
The case was brought as part of
Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide initiative to combat what
police say is a growing epidemic of
child sexual exploitation and abuse.
The initiative was launched in May
of 2006 by the U.S. Department of
Justice.
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Klorer says kids' messages are sometimes hidden in metaphor.

By BILL TUCKER
btucker@edwpub.net

Bill Cherry performs as the
older Elvis.
university.
Darryl Coan, professor of music
at SIUE, wrote the script in the style
of the 1940s radio show advertising
jingles and banter.
Coan collected 78-rpm recordings
as a youth and also grew to love the
1940s radio shows with advertising
that may seem primitive by today's
standards and often features corny
jokes.
Mostly, the performance showcases SIUE's jazz ensembles, as
is traditional with the Friends of
Music's fall fundraiser.
The show will also feature a vocal
trio in the style of the Andrews
Sisters.
The goal of the performance,
Coan said, is "for everybody to live
in the 1940s for a couple of hours,
have a pleasant evening and go
home smiling."
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Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard every
Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can
be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

Pooch Party always brings surprises

WILDEY
"It was a major win in the Elvis
world," said Cherry, who has been
performing as Elvis since 1986.
Cherry said he likes performing
in venues such as The Wildey.
"I love old theaters, the staging,
the balcony, the setups," Cherry
said. "It will be a great show, a great
venue and a good family show."
"It's very authentic, down to the
costumes and hit songs," said Julie
Mayfield, who helped bring the
production to The Wildey.
The performers will hand out
teddy bears and scarves to the audience.
Tickets for the 7 p.m. performance
are $35 for VIP seats; $30 for main
floor seats; and $20 for the balcony.
Tickets are available at The
Wildey business office, 252 N. Main
St.; at the ticket booth starting at 6
p.m.; at the Parks and Recreation
Department, 118 Hillsboro Ave., in
person or by phone, 692-7538; or by
going online at www.wildeytheatre.
com.
"It's a great evening that takes
people back to a time in the past,"
Mayfield said.
The audience will be taken further into the past on Sunday with
the "1940s Jazz Radio Hour."
The evening begins with wine
and hors d'oeuvres provided by
Crushed Grapes and A Catered
Affair, respectively, at 6:30 p.m. in
the Marquee Room, followed by the
show at 7:20 p.m.
Tickets are $45, $20 of which is a
tax deductible donation to Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville
Friends of Music. The proceeds are
used for music scholarships at the

way to try out this new role. She really wanted to
be adopted but she didn’t know how, so she tried
out this new role by making a life-size doll and
she tried out saying things through the doll to the
foster mom, and it was a really important part
about their bonding.”
Some time later the girl showed up at Klorer’s
clinic and started to decorate a coffee can with
little pieces of paper. When Klorer asked her what
she was making, the child replied, “We are making ashes. You know when somebody dies you
have ashes and we are making my mom’s ashes.”
Her mom hadn’t really died but this was her
way of putting that to rest so that she could be
adopted, Klorer explained.
With stories this compelling it is not surprising
that many students are interested in becoming art
therapists. “We are getting a lot more applicants,”
Klorer said. “It is very competitive to get into the
program because we are the only show in town.”
Klorer is also an author. Her book “Expressive
Therapy with Troubled Children” conveys her
philosophy of working with children.
“I think the beauty of art therapy is that kids
don’t know that they are in therapy,” she said.
“They have no idea that they are in therapy. They
are just doing what comes naturally to them. They
are creating and they are being expressive.”

The project is led by the U.S.
attorney’s office and the Criminal
Division’s Child Exploitation and
Obscenity Section.
That office marshals federal,
state and local resources to help
find, catch and prosecute those
who exploit children by using the
Internet, as well as to identify and
rescue victims, according to a statement from Wigginton’s office. More
information about Project Safe
Childhood can be found at www.
projectsafechildhood.com.
Edwardsville police investigated
the case along with the U.S. Secret
Service Southern Illinois Cyber
Crimes Workgroup. U.S. Attorney
Angela Scott is handling the case.

Maryville will be awash in puppy love Sunday
when it hosts its annual Pooch Party at Drost
Park.
Registration for the event, which will be conducted at Pavilion 1, will be from 1 p.m. to 1:30
p.m. with competitions beginning immediately
afterward.
The event, free to dogs and their owners alike,
offers events for children and adults with mixed
or purebred dogs.
The emphasis is on fun which is reflected in
some of the competitions: best trick, best lookalike, best costume (dogs only), best kisser and
best howler.
Other competitions include; prettiest purebred
over 40 pounds, prettiest purebred under 40
pounds, prettiest mixed-breed over 40 pounds,
prettiest mixed-breed under 40 pounds and best
dog.
Ribbons and attendance prizes provided by
area businesses will be given out.
Park and Recreation Chairman Sharon Petty
said the event always draws a crowd and always
offers something different.
"We usually have about 30 to 40 dogs enter,"
Petty said. "And they are all sizes, all different
breeds and all different combination of breeds."
The Maryville Walgreens will have representatives on hand to photograph all of the pets and
their owners and will provide free 5 by 7 prints
after the competition.
But safety is a concern as too many dogs in one
spot has the potential to create problems.
Petty said it is important that each participant
can handle the pet safely at all times as no assistance is allowed in the show ring and unruly dogs
will need to be removed from the area.
Participants are asked to leave non-competing
pets at home and follow the Pooch Party's eight
rules:
1. Competition will be divided into two divisions: youth (5 to 12) and open (13 and up). All
children entering must be accompanied by an
adult.
2. All dogs must have written proof of upto-date vaccinations (rabies, Dhppc) in order to
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This pooch and its owner show what the event is all about.
enter. Tags are not proof. Please bring your vet’s
statement.
3. Registration is required. Check the website
for an application and directions or map at www.
vil.maryville.il.us
4. Dogs may enter no more than three classes
(i.e. prettiest purebred, best trick and best lookalike).
5. All dogs must be 6 months or older to enter.
6. No dogs “in season” will be allowed at the
event.
7. All dogs must be on a short (4 to 6 foot) leash,
not a retractable leash.
8. Best trick must be performed in the judging
ring with the dog on a leash.
Petty said you never know what you'll see at the
Pooch Party and that's what makes it enjoyable.

"Probably the fun is not knowing what kind of
dog will show up next. The costume contest is
one of the highlights of the afternoon," she said.
"People are really creative in putting together
their costumes. We have had witches, ballerinas,
hot dogs and Albert Pujols costumes to name just
a few."
Seeing man with man's best friend is a unique
treat, Petty said.
"I've been at most of these events and I find
myself smiling the whole time," she said. "It's a
great feel-good event for the owners and their pets
as well as our committee."
Spectators are welcome and are encouraged to
bring lawn chairs and cameras.
For more information, call Angel Merz at 2881274 or Petty at 345-1837.

Saturday walk is for diabetes research
Step Out: Walk to
Stop Diabetes is
on SIUE campus
By STEVE HORRELL
stevehorrell@hotmail.com
Hundreds of walkers will be coming to Southern
Illinois University Edwardsvile on Saturday morning to participate in Metro East Step Out: Walk to
Stop Diabetes.
The American Diabetes Association is hoping
that 355 walkers will show up for the 9:30 a.m.

start, said Rawnie Berry, an associate manager
with the A.D.A. office in St. Louis.
Several bands will be on hand, including The
Sex Pestles, from the SIUE School of Pharmacy,
and Shamless, comprised of Madison County
Sheriff’s Department employees.
“It’s a celebration of life, honestly,” said Berry
said. “We want to make it festive. There will be a
lot going on.”
A Kid Zone will offer face painting and a
Princess Bounce House and a Quarterback
Challenge. Fredbird is scheduled to make a 30minute appearance there, starting at 11 a.m.
Stations will offer breakfast bagels, cream
cheese, fruit and juice.
And several Edwardsville restaurants will be

serving food and drink samples: Starbucks will
serve from 8 a.m., and Crazy Bowl and Wraps,
Edible Arrangements, and The Olive Store & More
will serve from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Berry said.
The walk is a fundraiser to support the group’s
mission of trying to prevent and cure diabetes
and improve the lives of people affected by the
disease.
Walkers can choose a 1 1/2 or a 3-mile route.
Both start and finish in Parking Lot A, behind
Alumni Hall and wind through the Gardens.
The longer route has rest stops along the way,
Berry said.
Anyone who still wants to register can do so at
www.diabetes.org/stepoutmetroeast or call 888342-2383.
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In 1993, she began to teach regular education classes, but she said she wanted to
“bring kids with learning disabilities or
problems into the regular classroom and
then service them by modifying and adapting the curriculum so that the students can
be successful in the regular classroom and be
a part of the classroom community.”
Although that is common in Edwardsville
schools now, she said it was “kind of a new
concept” back then.
Curran felt strongly that she wanted the
kids with learning disabilities to feel like
they were a part of the group. “When you
start segregating kids — and sometimes you
have to — it labels them, and I didn’t like
that,” she said.
Curran knows that feeling of segregation
all too well because she grew up watching
her older sister, Paula, who is developmentally disabled, deal with being ostracized for
being different.

Paula, now 63, lives in a group home in
Alton where Curran visits her regularly,
taking her out to go shopping or to a restaurant.
“Even today when I take her out, people
stare and I just smile, wave and I say, 'Say hi
to them, Paula.' People need to feel like they
are a part of the group, and it’s so important
for kids — so important for kids,” Curran
said.
She recalled how her parents raised a
handicapped daughter at a time when there
were no services available to help those children, and how her parents were instrumental
in getting special education classes started in
Granite City. They joined a local group that
found a teacher, bought a bus and started a
class for children with disabilities.
“I can literally remember riding shotgun
with my mom in that old bus going corner
to corner picking up these special-ed kids to
take them to this little school. So it’s things
like that — it’s just been a part of my whole
life. It’s not anything where I woke up one

day and said, ‘I want to do this.’ It’s just
always been there,” Curran said.
Curran also recalled a first-grade teacher
at Marshall School in Granite City who
would allow Curran’s mother to bring Paula
into her classroom for half a day each school
day.
“So Paula could be in class with the
other kids. Maybe that’s where I get this
‘Everybody needs to feel included,’” she
said.
Paula’s disability not only seems to have
shaped Curran’s career but also has affected
other family members. Curran’s daughter
is a special education teacher at Triad. Her
sister is a former special education director
for Edwardsville and currently is the Will
County assistant director of special education.
But Curran also credits her mother. “I
look at my mother at age 82, and I think,
'You know, it all started with you. You really
deserve a lot of the credit for what’s happened.' Who I am is because of her,” she

said.
Her childhood and experience of living
with someone with a learning disability is
what Curran thinks helps her to relate to her
students’ parents, too.
”I can sit down with them and say, ‘I know
exactly what you’re going through. I don’t
have a child with a disability, but I grew up
with this. I know exactly what you’re talking
about,’” said said.
She elaborated about one of the keys to
working with children who have learning
disabilities. “You’ve got to find what they
‘can’ do and don’t focus on what they ‘can’t’
do," she said. "I think sometimes we do that
too much with kids. I try to find out what
they can do because that’s more important.”
Curran is scheduled to retire in June
of 2013, but she said she’s not anxiously
counting down the days like some teachers
might.
“I’m really ambivalent. My husband has
been retired four years. I want to retire. I
want to do some things, but I know I’m

going to miss this. I know,” she said. “I’m
going to miss this.
"I’m 56 and I’ve been teaching 35 years, so
it’s been my whole adult life. But it’s gone
fast. Oh my gosh, has it zoomed, but this has
not been a job for me. It’s been my profession
— my passion.
"I’m just as excited today when I walk in
the classroom as I was 35 years ago. I love
what I do. I feel good about what I do. It’s
a good life.”
Curran will find out if she has won the
Teacher of the Year Award when she attends
a banquet in Bloomington on Oct. 22. Being
a teacher who has always stood back and put
her students in the spotlight, the days since
the finalist announcement have been a bit
overwhelming.
“I really appreciate everything, but you
know I just do what I do," she said. "I don’t
do it for the recognition or anything like that.
If anything else, either way it goes, it’s a nice
honor, and it’s a nice way to go out. It’s a nice
way to end a career that I’ve enjoyed.”

