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SIUE prof finds Japanese culture enlightening
For some professors at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville, to study cultures halfway around the world is no problem — not even
when they have to learn a new language.
One such scholar is Christienne Hinz, an associate professor in the department of historical studies at SIUE. Born in Cleveland, Ohio, she received
her bachelor’s and doctoral degrees in East Asian
international studies, Japanese and Japanese history from Ohio State University.
So how does someone from Ohio become interested in East Asia, particularly Japan and its history?
“I didn’t have a big idea of what the options
were at Ohio State and so I took a course in East
Asian Studies when I was a sophomore and fell in
love (with it). It was an accident and then I began
slowly sliding downhill into higher and higher
degrees of study,” Hinz said.
“The first hurdle was learning Japanese, and
when I discovered that learning Japanese was not
as difficult as learning differential equations, I was
hooked.”
Japanese history has always been peppered by
big events, from being forced to trade with the
United States, to losing a war with Russia, to Pearl
Harbor, to becoming a major economic power. It
seems that our opinion of Japan keeps changing
as much as Japan itself.
“The American perception of Japan and the
Japanese and the Japanese culture changes
depending on the immediate needs of American
social and political conditions,” Hinz explained.
“These kind of images follow Americans’ own
identity issues, so it doesn’t tell us very much
about the Japanese at all.”
Hinz is particularly interested in how the
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Japanese see Americans.
“There is a real identity crisis that the Japanese,
culturally, politically, industrially, and economically experienced with the West and that continues to some degree to operate even to this day,”
Hinz said. “A kind of pathological admiration for
things American. It has been a real struggle for the
Japanese to perceive of themselves as equal to the
West and this was a very important identity issue
that the Japanese developed in the 20th Century.”
Another phenomenon has been the way the
Japanese have at times tried to “sanitize” their
history.
“The writing of history is by its nature about
illusions, things you do not say, things that are forbidden to speak about and that is true wherever
you go,” said Hinz. “For the American understanding of the Second World War, the inclusion
of certain kinds of events and the exclusion of
other kinds of events is critical to the way that we
have shaped that story. It’s important to understand what makes that necessary for Americans to
think about that specific war in a particular kind
of way. That operates in Japan as well.”
A case in point is how little mentioned is the
fact that the U.S. government interned hundreds
of thousands of Japanese and Japanese-Americans
during World War II for no other reason than their
ethnicity, something they did not do with people
of German or Italian descent. That is why many
call the war in the Pacific a “race war,” something
that did not happen with the war in Europe.

The decision to drop atomic bombs on Japan is
still much debated today, but in Japan it takes a
different twist.
“In Japan there is very much a sense of a full
mea-culpa in terms of the causes of the war,
Hinz said. “In Japanese understanding of warfare,
when you lose a war you accept responsibility
for it — you lost the war. Japanese rage is mostly
towards the Japanese government, because they
felt duped, they felt lied to, they felt propagandized. All of this was true and they made a huge
number of sacrifices.”
She has also carefully studied the position of
women in Japanese society. “The notions of getting the same jobs as men are not symbols or
signals of equality in Japan,” Hinz said.
She explained that there are certain jobs that
have very heavy cultural baggage, some that
Japanese cannot imagine women doing — such
as sumo wrestling. While women are excluded
from some organized sports in Japan, Hinz said
that when it comes to business, the rules are completely different.
In her studies Hinz has found that women
began venturing into business management in
Japan in the 1990s. “You began to see more and
more who had started their own businesses,”
Hinz said. “That certainly has empowered younger women to choose entrepreneurship rather than
going into pink-collar work or other kinds of work
that would be more expected of them.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard every
Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can
be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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Two
former
members
—
Republican Chris Wangard, of Troy,
and Democrat Rick Fancher, of
Granite City — have left the board in
recent weeks.
Dunstan said he will ask board
members to approve Wangard’s
replacement at next Wednesday’s
board meeting. In the next few days,
Dunstan will be interviewing candidates for Fancher’s seat.
Dunstan said he hopes to have that
recommendation for the board by
Wednesday as well.
At the initial budget meeting,
which has yet to be scheduled,
Parente and Dunstan will present a
summary of the initial budget proposal. Until that meeting, Parente
said no information will be released
to the public. “It’s a long process,
and that’s the first point we can publicly talk about it,” he said.
The initial draft will be presented
to the Finance Committee first and
a second draft will be mailed to the
remaining board members.
That probably won’t happen until
early October, Parente said. The committee is required to settle on a final
budget by the end of October and
to post it on the county’s website
15 days before the Nov. 16 County
Board meeting.
But Jean Myers, R-Troy, said she’s
concerned that other board members
won’t have enough time to analyze
the budget.
"They would like more of an
opportunity to review it, offer input,
and pose questions, and if we wait
until October, there’s just a large
volume of information to analyze,”
she said.
Parente said he would make the
initial budget proposal available to
any board member who wants to
review it.
"That’s not an issue,” he told com-

SCARE
mittee members. “Any board member that wants a copy, I can get them
a copy.”
After the meeting, Myers said she
brought up the issue because in previous years — before she was named
to the Finance Committee last year
— she was the one complaining to
county officials about having too
little time to digest budget information before the County Board vote.
Now that she’s on the committee,
Myers said, she wants other board
members to have the information
soon enough so they can study it
carefully.
“This is the single largest responsibility of the Finance Committee,”
she said. “We have to take all these
requests and we have to make sense
of them, and justify them. Quite honestly, everyone I talk to is maxed out
with taxes. They say, ‘Don’t raise
my taxes a dollar.’ Well, if we have
these requests out there, we cannot
make recommendations if we don’t
have the information ahead of time
to review.”
Myers said she’s willing to fight to
ensure that any board member who
wants the information can get it in a
timely fashion.
“I’ll fight the fight, because what
I want to do is allow them all to be
a part of the solution, not to be a
no vote on the board floor because
they didn’t have enough information or they’re not comfortable with
the information they’re getting,” she
said.
During the meeting, Chairman
Jack Minner told Myers that any
county board member is welcome to
attend any of the upcoming budget
meetings or to meet with Parente to
review the drafts.
Myers said she respects the protocol that Finance Committee members
should get the initial draft first. “But
no board members should have to go
searching for it,” she said.

Man charged with stolen car possession
The Intelligencer
A 22-year-old Edwardsville man
has been charged with possession of
a stolen auto.
Matthew M. Hubbard was arrested at his home on Millennium Court
at 2:30 p.m. Saturday.
He is accused in a criminal infor-

mation filed by Monday by State's
Attorney Thomas D. Gibbons of
knowingly possessing a stolen 1999
Camaro.
Hubbard is charged with a class-2
felony, punishable by three to seven
years in prison and a fine of up to
$25,000. Probation is also a possible
disposition.
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Grandparents' Day Breakfast
Glen Carbon Elementary School’s Grandparents’ Day Breakfast celebration on Friday was
attended by about 450 people who shared a meal of scrambled eggs, sausage, toast and
muffins.
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After the hearing on Thursday, Summers outlined
the case against Starwalt.
Around 10 a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 25, the Wood
River Fire Department responded to a 9-1-1 call about
a child who was unresponsive and not breathing near
Illinois 3 and 143.
He had no pulse and was cold to the touch.
The night before, Starwalt and Cage had begun to
take Jeremiah to the hospital but decided instead to go
to a restaurant, she said.
Had the case gone to trial, pathologist Raj Nanduri
would have testified that had they taken him to the
hospital, Jeremiah would have survived. Jeremiah
died of a very hard blow to the abdomen. The blow
caused him to bleed slowly throughout the night,
Summers said. In all, he lost about 2 1/2 cups of blood,
she said.
A neighbor who saw Jeremiah on Friday evening
offered to drive him to the hospital. “Sean said they
would take him, but didn’t,” Summers said.
Instead, Cage and Starwalt drove to McDonald's,
ordering chicken nuggets and fries for Jeremiah.
“They found them sitting on the table,” Hoell said.
“He hadn’t eaten any of them.”
Hoell said Starwalt gave a statement later that

Italian Fest starts today
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Village officials had believed that
the automated system — which
enables the blue containers to be
lifted by a hoist and dumped into a
trash truck — cost more than manual
curbside collection.
That's not the case, however, as
Allied Waste spokesperson Susan
Piazza said the monthly rate to the
village for automated service would
have been $13.15 per customer, as
opposed the agreed up $13.30 manual
rate.
Village Attorney Terry Bruckert
said he would like to see more information made public about the trash
collection service next spring, which
would give the village time to adjust
its contract.
"Before we have another survey,
have Allied Waste come in and
explain the advantages of the service,
talk about what they've done, then
have the public come in for a face-toface chat," Bruckert said.
"I would want to do that before any

he had been playing video games that night and
that Cage left to get them dinner. Starwalt said that
Jeremiah woke up and was getting in the way of the
video screen.
Hoell said: “He was crying for his mom. He (Starwalt)
wanted to toughen him up, so he started hitting him in
the stomach and chest.” At one point, Starwalt said he
thought Jeremiah had stopped breathing.
The incident happened around 7 p.m. Summers
said investigators found five sets of wet clothes at the
scene, soaked in blood and vomit.
The boy's grandfather, L.D. Bradford, who is 74 and
lives in Edwardsville, showed up at Associate Judge
James Hackett’s courtroom following Thursday’s
hearing. Bradford said he hopes Starwalt and Cage
“get what they deserve.”
“A day or so before that little guy passed away, his
mother stopped by to get enough money to get him
into soccer. He wanted to play soccer,” Bradford said.
“I said, ‘Here’s $20. Make sure he gets in.’”
Bradford said he had just finished up some cleaning
and was about to head out to see Jeremiah’s soccer
game when he got some startling news from another
relative.
“I thought I was going to see him play soccer, and
here comes my son saying I need to get over to the
hospital," Bradford said. "That one hit me hard.”

more surveys," he added.
Director
of
Finance
and
Administration Patty Theide said the
actual rates charged to village customers can now be calculated based
on the contracted rates to the village
being charged by Allied.
The bottom line is that trash collection will follow its normal procedures
in the village.
"Tonight's action doesn't change
anything," Jackstadt said. "You'll still
put out your garbage the same way."
Meanwhile, the board agreed to a
$45,583 contract with Geissler Roofing
of Belleville for work on three major
projects.
During the June 15, 2010, hail
storm, roofs on Village Hall, the
Community/Senior Center and the
Old Village Hall sustained damage.
Building and Zoning Administrator
Will Shashack said previously the
insurance claims were made early on,
but public entities have to take more
steps to get a new roof than private
citizens.
Geissler's bid was reviewed by

the Building and Development and
Finance committees.
Shashack said the three big projects are separate from several smaller
ones because of the costs involved.
"The reason we bid them is that
all of the initial estimates came in at
over $10,000," he told the Building
and Development Committee. "We're
required to seek competitive bids on
buildings that the work is in excess
of $10,000.
"We have other damage throughout the village on lesser buildings,
with the dollar amount in the range
that department heads can enter into
an agreement to have them fixed
without going through the competitive bid process."
Shashack said the village has been
reimbursed approximately $100,000
by its insurance company, and it is
now ready for the roofing projects to
begin.
Other bids on the three projects
included Randy Leitner Building and
Remodeling, $69,185 and Unterbrink
Builders, $79.635.
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Collinsville’s 28th annual
Italian Fest kicks off today on
Main Street in the city's Uptown
area with opening ceremonies,
children’s rides, art exhibits,
grape stomps and live music.
Friday’s attractions include live
performances by Tony Mirabelli
from 1:30 to 5 p.m. and the Big
Boss Blues Band from 7 to 10
p.m. on the Venezia Stage, while
the UMB Milano Stage will host
Fanfare from noon to 3 p.m. and
Jack’s High from 6:30 to 10 p.m.
The Venezia Stage will host a
grape stomp at noon, and local
vendors will be selling food
throughout the festival.
Additionally, Gallery 101 will
display the Italiante Art Exhibit,
while the public library will host
an all-day celebration of the 150th
anniversary of Italy’s unification.
Saturday’s early festivities
include a 5-K run along Main
Street at 8 a.m., the kids run

at 8:45 a.m., an open house at
the Collinsville fire station and
a singing competition. A bocce
ball tournament is at 10 a.m. at
Glidden Park.
A wine contest, Italian Fest
parade and live music performances are scheduled for
Saturday afternoon and evening.
The parade begins at 4 p.m. The
Little Miss and Mister pageant is
at 7 p.m.
Bands on Saturday include
Rockin' Horse Band at 7 p.m.
at the Venezia Stage, plus Avery
Hill from noon to 4 p.m. and Out
of Focus from 6 to 10 p.m. at the
Milano Stage.
Festival attendees can look
for street parking, as well as a
free shuttle from Collinsville’s
Dorris Intermediate School, 1841
Vandalia St.
The festival is set to open Friday
at 11 am and close just before
midnight Saturday.
For more information, see the
website http://italianfest.net

The contest is open to anyone,
regardless of residence, and is free
to enter.
Entries are due by Sept. 23 and
all scarecrows need to be assembled
between 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. Sept. 30 on
the front lawn at Village Hall.
Judging will then take place from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Oct. 1 as the public picks its favorites.
Entries will remain at Village Hall
through the week and must be picked
up on Oct. 9 prior to 6 p.m.
Some scarecrows may also be kept
for use in the Edwardsville Halloween
Parade.
Two categories are being offered
— individual/family/group and
business.
The G.L.E.N. Committee asks participants not to take the scare in
scarecrow too seriously as frightening or gruesome entries will not be
permitted.
"It's family-frinedly — no big contest, no big prizes," Hicks said. "We
just wanted something fun for the
weekend."
There is no theme for this year's
entries, and Hicks said participants
may build their scarecrows however
they see fit.
The scarecrow contest is being
conducted in conjunction with the
Fallfest, which is scheduled Oct. 1.
Hicks said she hopes that event will
allow more people to stop by Village
Hall to view the contest entries and
cast a ballot.
"We do it the same weekend as
Fallfest, so people will be out and
able to enjoy them," she said.
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Hightower said much of the literature was nearly complete. Fact sheets
about drug use and drug abuse are
being developed to hand out to students, and a video is in final stages of
production.
“The district, in cooperation with
local law enforcement officials, is
finalizing the canine search procedures to be used when conducting
canine searches of Edwardsville
High School and Liberty and Lincoln
Middle Schools early this fall,"
Hightower added.
"We anticipate that a search of
the high school will be conducted
in September or the early weeks of
October."
Beginning this fall, the district will
implement regular canine searches to
help ensure student safety. In a letter
that parents will be receiving from
the district this week updating them
on the campaign, Hightower writes:
“The goal of the canine search program is to deter students from bringing drugs onto school property," he
said. "The use of canine searches is
designed to convey to students that
we will not tolerate illicit drugs or
other dangerous substances or devices on school property.”

Public meeting Oct. 18
A public meeting on the drug campaign has also been scheduled for
7 p.m. on Oct. 18 in the EHS auditorium for parents and interested
citizens.
The meeting will include distribution of the drug campaign literature,
the first public showing of the campaign video, and a panel discussion with local law enforcement and
health officials.

