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Sexual assaults too frequent during college years
In 2007, the National Institute of Justice released a report
including data demonstrating that one in five women are
targets of attempted or completed sexual assault during their
college years. That number—20 percent—is an absolutely
devastating one, and as the report became more widely
available, campus sexual assault shifted from a largely
invisible issue to a topic of national consternation and conversation.
Prompted by a new awareness of the issue, as well as a
set of federal mandates, universities across the country are
working to create policies and programming to reduce incidents of campus sexual assault and to care for survivors. At
SIUE, most of this work is being done at the administrative
level, with support provided by counseling services, housing
staff, university police, faculty, student organizations, and
other groups from across the campus community. SIUE
women’s studies program faculty have identified campus
sexual assault as an issue of critical importance, and in
addition to contributing to various campus efforts, we regularly work to raise awareness among students and the larger
community.
SIUE sociology and women’s studies assistant professor
Alyson Spurgas suggests that one of the primary causes of
sexual assault is found in gendered dating norms. Within
this “heterosexual script,” consent is not clearly defined and
male violence is normalized. “Good” women are expected
to first say “no” to sex, but be coaxed into a “yes,” while
men are taught that successful masculinity involves pushing
women, who are positioned as “sexual gatekeepers,” to
engage in sexual acts. She adds that popular culture reinforces these roles regularly, a fact that is evidenced in songs like
Robin Thicke’s “Blurred Lines” and in the way many sexual
assaults are reported in the news and other media venues.
Dayna Henry, an assistant professor of community health
and women’s studies, notes that while the attitude that
consent can be coerced is a distressing reality, in fact a
much greater risk is posed by men who display predatory
behaviors. It should be noted that while men may also be
also victims, the overwhelming majority of campus sexual
assaults are committed by men and the majority of survivors
are women.
“Anywhere from 60 to 85 percent of rapists are repeat
offenders,” Henry said. “So on any campus, there are a small
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Standing are professors Dayna Henry, Catherine Seltzer, and Alyson Spurgas. Seated is
Professor Trish Oberweis.
number of men who are perpetrating the vast majority of
rapes.” Many of these men have adopted tactics “that are
clearly predatory in nature,” she explained. “They look for
women who seem weak or like easy victims.” Alcohol often
becomes a tool. Perpetrators may look for women who have
had too much to drink or to actively ply them with drinks.
Freshmen, particularly around Halloween and Spring Break,
face significant risk.

"Rockin' with Robert"
concerts set to begin
For the Intelligencer
The Upper Alton Association is
proud to announce the 6th annual
“Rockin’ with Robert” summer concert series. The free series will be
held at the Robert Wadlow Statue,
located on the SIUE Dental School
Campus located at 2800 College
Avenue in Alton.
To kick off the series, Ralph Butler

& GiGi Darr will perform on Tuesday,
June 16th from 7-8pm. Concert goers
are encouraged to bring a lawn chair
or blanket. If there is inclement
weather, a rain date will be given.
The mission of the Upper Alton
Association is to support future
improvements to the Upper Alton
area.
For more information on
the group or on the “Rockin’ With
Robert Concert Series”, visit www.
upperalton.com.
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The Alzheimer’s Association often holds events around the Solstice. “They
have a campaign called the longest day,” David Stack said. “They try to get
groups to do something that day.” According to the Alzheimer’s Association,
“the longest day symbolized the seemingly endless journey so many facing
Alzheimer’s disease are asked to endure.”
Alzheimer’s disease is the nation’s sixth leading cause of death. Over 5 million Americans are living with the disease. That number is expected to grow
to as many as 16 million by 2050, according to the Alzheimer’s Association.
In addition to those suffering from the disease, their families, friends, and
caretakers are also affected.
Once they had the idea for the race, Rachel Stack said, they had to get a
group of people to help. They have lined up several sponsors for the race.
Neither one of the Stacks is a runner. “I’m a cyclist, and I love the trails
here, so I wanted to do something on them,” David Stack said. They originally wanted to start the race from the church, but decided instead to start from
Edwardsville’s Township Park. “We had to get permits from Madison County
Transit and the city of Edwardsville,” David Stack said. They also had to get
insurance for the race.
They consulted with Jen Schaller with RunWell in Edwardsville to help
with the course. The 5-mile run will head south from Township Park to
Meridian Road. The 1-mile walk will head north from the park. Both routes
will start and finish at the park.
“The Alzheimer’s Association helped with exposure, marketing materials,
and prizes,” David Stack said. “Other organizations have also been very helpful,” Rachel Stack said. “People have been interested and helpful whenever
we asked. The community has embraced this even though it’s a new race.”
Rachel Stack said that statistics from the Alzheimer’s Association have been
eye-opening. “Every 67 seconds, someone is diagnosed with Alzheimer's,”
she said. “It’s something that’s sometimes still under the radar with a lot of
people undiagnosed,” she added. “When we went back to the congregation
at Leclaire Christian Church and asked who was affected by Alzheimer’s,
a lot of hands went up. There is no cure, only management of the disease.”
“I’ve had people overhear me talking about it,” David Stack said. “They
make a connection and offer to help.”
The Stacks came to Edwardsville from Chicago a year and a half ago, when
Rachel Stack took a position as Vice Chancellor for University Advancement
at SIUE. David Stack, an engineer, works remotely from Edwardsville for a
company in Chicago.
The Stacks said they have both learned from planning and organizing the
race. “We’ve learned that Edwardsville is a community that embraces new
people and new ideas,” Rachel Stack said. David Stack echoed her thoughts
and added that he’s also learned “that persistence pays off. I’ve also learned
a lot about organizing and promoting an event like this. I’ll feel more comfortable doing something like this again.” The Stacks said that they plan on
holding the run again next year.
David Stack also added that planning the event has made him more outgoing with strangers. He said he always carries fliers for the race with him and
has approached strangers to talk about the race. “It takes some effort to be an
extrovert,” he said. “It’s easier if you have a good cause.”
The Solstice Sundowner Trail run will be held on Saturday, June 20 at
Edwardsville’s Township Park. Events will begin at 4:30 p.m., with the race
starting at 5. There will be a 5-mile run/walk and a 1-mile Family Sunset
Stroll. The cost for the run is $35 for the 5-mile run and $20 for the 1-mile run.
Participants will receive a dry fit shirt.
To register for the race, visit the website at www.finallapracing.com/
SolsticeEveRun.html. More information and a link to registration is also available at the Leclaire Christian Church website at www.leclairecc.com.
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The second location approved for boring was Old Troy Road. Experts have
proposed a maintenance plan with various options due to funding issues
regarding the overall improvement of the road. About 25 different sections of
Old Troy Road will be examined.
The total cost of the projects is expected be less than $22,000.

To combat campus sexual assault, Henry suggests we
need to dismantle what is referred to as “rape culture,” in
which sexual assault is condoned and victims are casually
blamed. “Instead of talking about what women should be
doing to avoid getting raped, like not going out at night or
not wearing certain clothes—which are rape myths, incidentally—we need to actually focus on how we might identify
the predatory behavior of the few men who are committing

these assaults,” she said. Prevention efforts also focus on
education—making sure both men and women understand
definitions of consent and assault—and, most recently,
bystander intervention programs, in which students pay
attention to the behavior of those around them and step in
when they see a potential assault about to happen.
Effective prosecution of campus sexual assault is also
crucial. Criminal justice studies and women’s studies professor Trish Oberweis pointed to the role of the 2011 “Dear
Colleague Letter” sent to universities by the Department of
Education. Oberweis explained that the letter “reminded
universities of the severity of campus sexual assault and
asked them to rethink how they responded to it.” Along with
Title IX legislation, which prohibits sexual harassment and
discrimination, the letter spelled out serious penalties for
universities that do not take immediate and effective action
in addressing sexual assault.
The result is a set of parallel systems to address sexual
assault, one that involves local police and the other that is
rooted in the university’s justice structure. As Oberweis
noted, these systems can be activated independently or
simultaneously, at a survivor’s discretion, giving her more
control over how her case will be heard and how her concerns will be addressed.
Historically, universities have not publicized full sexual
assault statistics, but recent regulations have demanded
more transparency. As a result, many have predicted that we
will soon see a surge in reported sexual assaults on campuses
across the country. According to Oberweis, these numbers
don’t reflect a change in behaviors. Rather, they reflect a new
attitude toward response.
“We’re going to have to stay brave,” she argued, as these
numbers emerge. They may seem overwhelming, but in fact
are emblematic of the cultural and legal changes for which
advocates and activists have been fighting.
Catherine Seltzer is the Director of the SIUE Women’s Studies
Program

Open house set at Y childhood center
For the Intelligencer
The beginning of summer is an exciting
time to be at the Allison Cassens Early
Childhood Development Center at 190
Cottonwood Rd, Glen Carbon. The YMCA’s
full-day childcare facility is having an Open
House on Saturday, June 13th from 10:00am
– Noon. The open house will not only showcase the facility, but begins with a dedication of a new playground.
The new playground will be a great edition to the facility.
Featuring new equipment such as a treehouse play structure and riding toys, the
equipment is mobile which will allow the
layout to change when needed.
The playground also features a state of
the art solid rubber surface and new fencing
surrounding the playground that connects
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Besides the benefit for the family held in
February at Wiggler ’s Bar and Grill with an
astonishing $11,000 raised to cover expenses,
a renovated bathroom was created for the
new mom and a nursery was completely created, decorated in firefighter adornments and
stocked with the essentials.
“I couldn’t name all the people that have
helped us and continue to help,” said Mae
Kidwell, RayeLynn’s mother.
On Dec. 1, RayeLynn Kidwell wasn’t feeling
well and suddenly went pale. After suffering
a seizure, an ambulance was called and by the
time she was admitted to Alton Memorial she
had suffered two more seizures.
Through an ultrasound the family learned
that Kidwell was 35 weeks pregnant – an
unexpected diagnosis.
She was diagnosed with preeclampsia and
prepared for a Cesarean. She delivered a
4-pound, 1-ounce, 14-inch long baby boy who
the family named Noah. Noah was airlifted
to St. Louis Children’s Hospital to begin a
17-day stay before being released.
Ray Kidwell, RayeLynn’s father, took on
the job of staying with Noah, while Mae
stayed with RayeLynn.
Ray, a grandfather of four female grandchildren, recalls his first meeting with baby
Noah, when he was in the NICU at Children’s.
“I heard the nurse say that the baby just
peed and she was changing his diaper,”
Ray said. “I told her that this was my first
grandson and would it be possible to pull his
diaper down so I could confirm that it was a
boy. The nurse laughed at me and she pulled
the diaper down.”
“I had two premature babies, too,”
said Mae. “Also, the girls have the problem of transposed genes which comes from
Raymond’s side of the family. We knew that
our three daughters would be at a high risk
for pregnancy.”
On her second day in Alton Memorial
Hospital, Kidwell suffered a stroke and was
transported to Barnes Jewish Hospital via
Arch Helicopter for emergency surgery.
It wasn’t yet 72 hours since the ambulance
picked her up from her home in Holiday
Shores and the news was grim. The doctors
told the family that she probably wouldn’t
survive the surgery.
The Kidwell’s lives were turned upside
down. They welcomed a new baby with joy,
but thought they may lose their youngest
daughter.
“By Wednesday morning a CT scan showed
a major blood bleed in her brain,” Mae
recalled. “They took out part of her skull and
did the surgery. She wasn’t getting any better.
There was a problem with the oxygen flow

to the building for extra safety as the children play.
In addition a shade structure will cover
the area in order to block direct sunlight to
prevent over exposure to the young children.
The dedication of the playground is not
the only thing to see on Saturday. The facility will be open for parents to take a tour,
talk with teachers and learn more about the
whole program and creative curriculum.
The center also encompasses exclusive
YMCA programs year-round for the children including games and fitness, tumbling, swim days in the summer at the
Meyer Center and the newest daily Creative
Art Play class.
Families will be able to enjoy face painting, games, art activities, an ice cream parlor, cookies and punch and learn about the
whole program and creative curriculum.

The YMCA will also host an open house
on Tuesday, June 16th from 9:00-11:00am at
the Esic Center for the half-day Preschool
program. Parents will be able to meet teachers, learn about the program and see the
classrooms.
The YMCA knows parents are looking for
the right fit in care and education for their
young children.
At the Edwardsville YMCA children are
their passion. Whether you are looking for
a full-day childcare service or a half-day
preschool option they have you covered.
Both programs allow kids to learn & have
fun at the same time! Through accredited programs and interaction with others,
parents will know their child’s in a safe &
nurturing environment.
For more information on the Edwardsville
YMCA’s programs, visit www.edwardsvilleymca.com.

to her brain. They shot blood pressure medicine into her artery because she was having
spasms. That worked for a couple of days and
she seemed to be getting better.”
Unfortunately, she continued having
spasms or mini-strokes. The radiologist
elected to perform an experimental procedure
which involved putting a stint in the artery
in the brain to open it up so she could get the
flow of blood and oxygen to her brain.
Immediately following the surgery, it was
deemed a success.
“The doctor was so excited because it was
a success, and we had some hope,” she said.
“The next day, an MRI showed that it didn’t
work.”
But time seemed to be on Kidwell’s side.
Ultimately, the stint did work and the
swelling reduced. Her tongue, which was
swelled so big it was outside of her mouth,
was beginning to return to normal, but scars
remained on her tongue.
The family recalls that on December 12 the
staff at Barnes said she would not get any
better.
However, after 22 days of touch and go,
hope and fear, sleeping where they could
at either Barnes or Children’s or motels,
on Christmas day, RayeLynn’s condition
was upgraded from grave to serious condition.
On Dec. 30, Kidwell was released to St.
Louis Rehabilitation Center and the family
learned that she had 50 percent damage on
the right side of her brain and 25 percent
brain damage on her left. They were told not
to get their hopes up -- that she would never
walk or talk or eat. She had a feeding tube
and a tracheotomy tube.
The family fought to keep her in rehab and
every week met with the doctors and staff to
notate all the improvements, regardless of
how insignificant, that occurred the previous
week.
Progress seemed to come to a standstill
when the Kidwell’s realized their daughter was on more than six pain medications
and couldn’t stay awake during rehab. The
Kidwell’s asked that she be weaned off of the
medications. After all the medications were
out of her system, except Tylenol, she again
began making some improvement.
The Kidwell’s can’t thank the therapists at
St. Louis Rehabilitation and the home health
caregivers enough.
Today, the energy that surrounds Kidwell
is infectious.
The family has learned a wealth of information about her condition which they call left
side neglect.
“There was so much damage to the right
side that she doesn’t recognize the left side,”
Mae said. “She lifts her right arm all the way
up with no problems, but the left side neglect
creates an imaginary line down the middle of
her body. She keeps bracelets on her left arm
and is beginning to recognize her left side but
it’s going to take a year or two. The doctors

won’t give her a prognosis anymore because
she’s surpassed so many milestones.”
Since she’s been home, both Ray and Mae
have found their own strengths and weaknesses in caring for their daughter. Although
now in outpatient rehab, they continue her
rehab -- physical, occupational and speech
-- throughout the day.
“Ray is strong, so he lifts her,” Mae said. “I
handle the medicine. You have to put yourself in a third party mode, because if you
don’t, all you’re going to do is cry and you’re
not going to get it done.”
Kidwell can’t talk, but is beginning to
whisper. It’s very emotional for her since she
is unable to express herself. She answers
questions with a nod of yes or no, or points
to objects. Nonetheless, the progress she has
made in the last few months demonstrate that
she is ready to reconnect with her friends.
“Will she recover 100 percent, no.” said
Mae. “But, there’s no medical reason why
she’s not talking. It’s just a matter of using
her muscles and relearning. The therapists
are only here one hour a day, but we’re here
24 hours a day. We work with her until she’s
tired of doing it. We’re not going to hide her.
We take her out to eat. We’ve taken her to
Wiggler ’s. We took her out on the lake. She
needs to be around people. She has a good
appetite. Strawberries and watermelon and
shakes from Northside Dairy Haven have
been her recent favorites.”
Throughout the process of determining her
needs, Ray and Mae said they are becoming
the best charades players.
“One day she wanted something and we
didn’t know what she wanted,” Mae said.
“We figured out that it started with a “p”,
then figured out it was a toy. She drew a puzzle piece and we figured it out – she wanted
a puzzle.”
Kidwell knows the toll this is taking on her
family.
“One very hectic morning, she signaled
to me to come over and she hugged me and
patted my back,” Mae said. “She is great at
calming the baby down and loves to feed
him, too.”
The family tackles each day with some
humor and Mae is keeping a journal to help
with reflecting back on the journey.
Unexpectedly, during the interview for this
story, Kidwell motioned to her father than
she wanted to stand up. He assisted her to
a standing position and she began to walk,
taking seven steps unassisted to the shock of
her parents.
Her parents were elated.
Kidwell knows that she has busted through
yet another barrier and stood smiling a big
wide smile.
These are the first unassisted steps she has
taken by herself since Dec. 1.
“We’re not giving up on her because she
wouldn’t ever give up on us,” Ray said. “Our
lives for the last six months have been hectic.
But we’re kicking stroke’s ass.”

