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Kutan: Euro is part of a political agenda
It is a little known fact that the department of economics and finance in the School
of Business at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville provides an economics degree
in collaboration with the College of Arts and
Sciences. Interest in this program is growing rapidly, due in no small measure to the
work of dedicated faculty like economics and
finance professor Ali Kutan.
Originally from Turkey, Kutan received his
undergraduate degree at Istanbul University,
his master’s at Florida Atlantic University
and his doctorate in economics from Arizona
State University. He has been a faculty member at SIUE since 1991.
Kutan has written more than 100 peer-reviewed journal articles. His work has been
cited almost 3,200 times by fellow scholars. Among the high-profile institutions
where he has worked as a consultant, project
participant, or visiting scholar are the U.S.
Commerce Department, the International
Monetary Fund, the World Bank and the
Federal Reserve Bank of St Louis. Yet, despite
his accomplishments as an economist, his
original career plans were far different.
“My stepfather was a butcher, so I used to
work in the butcher’s shop when I was about
10 years old,” he said. “Because I was cutting
lots of meat and getting used to seeing blood,
I thought that I would be a great surgeon.
I had a dream of being a doctor. But when
I took my university entrance exams I just
couldn’t make it into the medical school.”
Kutan added that he was lucky to get into
the school of business. Given his scholarly
status, the world of economics is equally fortunate that that is where he landed, though
it wasn’t an easy accomplishment. One of
his greatest difficulties upon coming to the
United States, he said, was financial.
“When I came to this country my skill in
cutting meat really helped,” he said. “I was
working in a restaurant in Florida as a meat
cutter. I also did the dishes and made desserts. I gained 20 pounds in that restaurant.
“I think the key lesson for all of us is hard
work,” he added. “You have to be patient,
work hard, study hard and good things will
happen for you.” Kutan is not at all shy about
sharing his experiences and hardships with
his own students. He hopes to motivate them
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Dr. Kutan discussing research with a student.
with his inspiring background.
Anyone who observes Kutan interacting
with students or junior faculty would know
that mentoring others, especially in research,
is very important to him. Having become a
prolific researcher, he emphasizes the importance of his own mentors and their positive
influence on him with a “pay-it-forward”
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“It’s just something to help because this thing is so terrible right now
and has taken so many lives. These aren’t people living on the street,
these aren’t alcoholics or drug addicts living on the street, these are
family members,” Thomason said.
For many of these people, the path to heroin addiction starts with an
injury where they are being prescribed prescription drugs.
“Vicodin is one of the main ones that they get addicted to. They get an
injury and the doctor prescribes these drugs. They get addicted to them
and then they can’t get their prescription filled… so they go out and it’s
cheaper to buy heroin than it is to buy Vicodin,” Thomason said.
Given the pervasive nature of heroin addiction, the people who are
battling it are not the stereotypical addicts.
“It’s everywhere. It’s not just what people usually think of a drug
addict… because it’s probably affected almost everybody in Madison
County. Either a loved one or a friend or somebody they know has died
from this and that is basically the reason why we put this together, to try
to combat this. Like we say, we’re picking a fight with it and we’re going
to do our best to put an end to this,” Thomason said.
Along with the music, there will be speakers present sharing stories of
how they have been affected by the heroin epidemic.
There will also be police officers speaking about what they are doing
in the community.
Revealing how powerful addiction can be, Thomason shared a story
about a friend who recently celebrated one year of being clean.
She met a guy in rehab and relapsed, overdosed and ended up in the
hospital.
Upon her discharge from the hospital, she was trying to get money to
buy more heroin.
This show will be the first in a series and will feature Michael “Supe”
Granda from the Ozark Mountain Daredevils and Donnie Lee Clark from
Pure Prairie League.
The opening act is Shattered Weekend.
“You’ll hear everything from classic country to blue grass to some of
the Ozark Mountain Daredevils’ big hits to Pure Prairie League’s big
hits. A little bit of everything,” Thomason said.
Tickets for an $8 donation are available at the Deluxe Diner Roxana,
Alton Exchange or by calling 670-3394.
In addition, there will be beverages and hot dogs available for purchase.
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EHS was fortunate to have had three musicians – Sellers (a sophomore), McFarland (a
junior) and Tan (a senior) – chosen to participate in the 2014-15 St. Louis Symphony
Youth Orchestra. The musicians of this
year's Youth Orchestra represent more than
36 schools throughout the bi-state region.
Tan, who plays the violin, has actually
been a part of the Youth Orchestra for two
years now. She began playing the violin
at the age of 3 with the Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville’s Suzuki Program
under the instruction of Vera McCoySulentic, who is her current teacher. For
five years she was a member of the Suzuki
Tour Group.
Tan has participated in the Illinois
Music Educators Association’s All-District
Orchestra five times. In 2013 and 2014 she
was selected for the ILMEA Honors AllState Orchestra, and in 2012, Tan played
in a quintet from her school that received
coaching from the Arianna String Quartet.
Currently Tan is a member of EHS symphonic orchestra where she sits concertmaster. She also is an officer in the EHS
National Honor Society, is an officer in
the Tri-M Honor Society and is a member
of the Spanish Honor Society. She plans
to attend University of Illinois at Urbana-

actually on the Euro. The startling fact is
that he concluded – almost a decade before
the Euro was introduced – that any common European currency was only a pipedream. At that time, he could not believe
that a country such as Germany would
give up its German Mark and accept a
brand new currency. Kutan added that
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attitude.
“You should work with different mentors
because you learn not only about different
aspects of research but also about different
approaches to research,“ he added.
Having published dozens of articles on
Eastern Europe and the European Union,
Kutan said that his doctoral thesis was

areas or countries that previously had their
own currencies should have a common
currency if, when exposed to similar external economic shocks, they would agree on
cooperating on their fiscal and monetary
policies. Kutan said that he did not foresee the possibility of such a wide-ranging
cooperation on macroeconomic policies
as he was writing his dissertation. Today,
however, he said that he understands the
difference between economics and politics
in driving political will.
“The Euro is part of a political agenda,”
he said. “Europeans will not let economics
interfere with their political ideal of unifying Europe.” Despite the well-publicized
problems in Greece and other European
countries, he said that he believes that the
EU will continue working on European
unification.
Being an expert on economics in emerging markets, Kutan puts these countries in
a different category than developing countries. Examples of such economies, said
Kutan, include former Soviet-bloc countries in Eastern Europe. Over the last couple of decades, emerging countries have
shown robust growth performance and a
preference for opening up their countries
to trade and financial flows. However,
their monetary and fiscal policies have not
always supported their goal of economic
development. Often these macroeconomic
policies have fallen victim to corrupt policymakers, who put individual gains before
the good of the country. Nevertheless,
Kutan said that he remains hopeful.
“I have always been a patient person.
It’s going to take time for these countries
to develop their institutions,” he said. “I
think, given time, these emerging markets
will become like advanced economies, but
my guess is that it might take another 50
to 100 years.”

Adults are invited to express themselves creatively during summer art
and photography classes, which are
being offered by Lewis and Clark
Community College’s Corporate and
Community Learning division.
“As adults, we tend to forget how
fun learning can be,” said Dawn
Zedolek, program coordinator for
CCL. “I really think these workshops
remind us of that.”
Students can enjoy painting outdoors during a Plein Air Painting
course taught by local artist Gene
Ursprung. Plein air painting or drawing began when the Impressionist
artists worked outdoors and saw how
sunlight affected colors.
In this class, participants will
experience outdoor painting scenes
along the banks of the Mississippi
River, the parks above the river, old
Alton and the scenery surrounding
the area. Ursprung will demonstrate
watercolor techniques and explain
color combinations, depth in painting, along with other drawing and
painting techniques.
“The class is designed for both
novice and experienced artists,”

Ursprung said. “To learn the versatility of watercolor, we go out into the
local community and paint what we
see. It’s a wonderful opportunity to
experience the beauty of this area. I’ve
found this method encourages artistic
expression on an individual level and
the students learn a great deal from
each other.”
Materials and supplies are not
included in the course fee. The cost of
supplies will be at least $50, depending on where the art materials are
purchased. Participants will receive
a supply list before the class begins.
Plein Air Painting will take place
from 9:30 a.m. to noon each day June
1-5 at L&C’s Godfrey campus. The
course cost is $109, and the registration deadline is May 26.
Come alone or grab a date or
group of friends for a couple of hours
of Conversations and Canvas with
instructor Gloria Darr. Not a painter?
No worries. Darr will guide participants through various acrylic painting techniques such as shading, highlighting, toning and more.
Designed for the beginner or experienced artist, a new work of art will
be completed during each workshop.
All materials will be provided includ-
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• driving his car in a careless and reckless manner;

Champaign. “I'm not going for music, but
I'm for sure going to play in an orchestra
and keep playing because violin is such a
huge part of me. I think if I quit, I wouldn't
know what to do. I love to play,” Tan said.
“Faith was always a good student, but in
middle school she discovered a true passion for playing after learning the theme
to 'Schindler's List,'” McCoy-Sulentic said
about Tan. “It inspired her to find and
express the emotion in music, not just the
notes.”
“Being selected for Youth Symphony
opened new doors for her to meet other
dedicated young musicians, play challenging music, and experience the grandeur
of performing in Powell Hall,” McCoySulentic added. “I was so proud of Faith
when she was selected in January to be in
the Honors Orchestra at all-state music festival and ranked 14th out of all violinists in
the state of Illinois. It has been a privilege
to work with her for these 15 years.”
Sellers is in his first year with Youth
Orchestra and plays the oboe, an instrument he chose in the third grade because he
heard it was challenging but could lead to
scholarships.
Sellers began studying oboe in fourth
grade with Cathy Stranc-Vano, and he currently studies with Dr. Melissa GustafsonHinds at O’Fallon High School. While in
middle school, he joined the Alton Youth
Symphony for two years and was a recipient
of their scholarship to the Illinois Summer
Youth Music camp at the University of
Illinois. Sellers has attended ISYM for three

ing light refreshments. The registration deadline is June 22.
Conversations and Canvas will
take place from 9 a.m. to noon
Tuesday, June 30, at L&C’s Godfrey
campus. The course costs $45.
Photographers are invited to polish their skills during Elevate Your
Photography, an offering that will
walk participants through the elaborate process used by professional
photographers, both in the technical
and artistic sense.
Guided by Master Photographer
Mike Nichols, participants will
explore three elements of great photography: good light, good composition and good exposure. Discussion
topics will include taking action
shots, chronicling family life, shooting in various weather conditions,
and harnessing the light at dawn,
dusk and every time in between.
Elevate Your Photography will
take place from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Wednesdays, June 3, 10 and 17,
at L&C’s N.O. Nelson campus in
Edwardsville. The course costs $79,
and the registration deadline is May
26.
“Summer is a great time to make
memories,” Zedolek said. “Our pho-

• driving while intoxicated or drunk;
• failing to keep a careful lookout;
• failing to attend to the roadway;
• driving at an excessive rate of
speed
•failing to report the incident to 9-1-1
and abandoning Hoppe at the scene
It also claims that the Madison County

years and was featured this past summer as
a soloist in the oboe and bassoon camp concert. In eighth grade, he was a co-winner of
the AYS Concerto Competition.
Sellers has performed in the Illinois Music
Educators Association All-District Band
Festival each year since seventh grade.
He currently plays oboe in the EHS Band
Symphonic Band as well as alto and tenor
sax for the EHS Marching and Pep Band.
For the past two summers, Sellers has
played with the Compton Heights Concert
Band, and he performs solos for his church.
Sellers also enjoys giving weekly oboe and
sax lessons to four younger students.
Sellers also plays volleyball on a club
team and for the EHS junior varsity and
varsity volleyball teams.
McFarland has been playing the violin
since the age of five, and began playing
the viola at age 14. For the past 12 years
McFarland has attended SIUE’s Suzuki
Program and has traveled with the Suzuki
Tour Group where she has shared her musical voice in Ireland, Germany, Switzerland,
and Austria.
She currently studies the violin with
Linda Bristol and the viola with Laura
Reycraft.
McFarland's many musical accolades
include winning the John and Kay Kendall
Junior Division Concerto Competition,
receiving best All-State string seminar award
from Millikin University, and performing at
the World Chess Hall of Fame Museum with
students in the Community Music School of
Webster University’s PREP Program direct-

tography workshops are designed to
help people gain the knowledge and
skills to capture those memories effectively.”
iPhone owners can learn how to
turn their iPhones into more than
a snapshot gadget during iPhone
Photography. Participants will learn
to master their phones camera and
settings, basic techniques and which
apps are most useful. They will
also learn how to edit, process and
manage photos via email and social
media.
Instructor Patty Rutter will make
additional recommendations to give
participants a chance to practice what
they have learned hands-on. An
iPhone and a passion for creativity
are both required.
iPhone Photography will take
place from 6-8 p.m., Wednesdays,
July 8, 15, 22 and 29, at L&C’s N.O.
Nelson campus in Edwardsville. The
registration deadline is July 1, and the
course costs $59.
For information on registering for
any CCL offerings, call Zedolek at
(618) 468-5740. For a complete listing of Corporate and Community
Learning offerings visit www.
lc.edu/CCL.

Transit District was negligent for failing
to put up sufficient barricades, barriers
or other safety devices to prevent vehicles
from driving onto the trail.
The suit was filed by the Simon Law
Firm, of St. Louis. It seeks in excess of
$50,000 on six counts of alleged negligence.

ed by Vera Parkin.
While in Austria on the Suzuki Tour,
McFarland was given the chance to go to the
top of a mountain. In her Youth Orchestra
biography she is stated as having never
regretted this adventure because “that was
the day she learned that performance is
much like a mountain. The climb is an uphill
battle. Practicing takes patience and dedication. You stop every so often to catch your
breath, but it is only those who keep going
who reach the peak. Performance is like a
mountain, hard to climb, but it is worth the
view at the top.”
McFarland emphasized that being part
of the Youth Orchestra was a “great experience.”
“For high school students especially,” Tan
said. “We have all of our (EHS) concerts in
the auditorium which we think is big for
our high school. And we play a lot of music
that's not really professional music. But
being in the youth orchestra, you're playing
the real stuff on a real stage with a real conductor. And when you look out and see all
the people in this huge hall which is a lot
bigger than the high school auditorium, it's
really something else. It's a totally different
experience. I don't think playing in a high
school concert in a high school auditorium
can really prepare you for something like
that. It's really cool.”
“I think it's a lot more nerve racking,”
Sellers noted. “Especially our last concert
that sold out completely. That's a lot of people – 2,700 – especially playing solos.”
“Whenever I walked out, I was like don't

look at anyone in the audience, you don't
want to be one of those new people who is
like, 'Mom!'” McFarland said with a chuckle.
“Oh that was me,” Tan said laughing.
Sellers felt the experience had been much
more than he originally thought it might be.
“It's really amazing you get to work with
some of the symphony members on multiple occasions,” he said. “Basically the year
is split into three cycles. We play different
music and have a concert for each cycle.
And you get to work with different coaches
(from the symphony) for each cycle.”
“Of course, our (Edwardsville-area)
teachers are really fantastic, but someone
who is a performance person who performs
for a living, teaching you how to perform.
It's pretty amazing,” Tan added about their
St. Louis Symphony mentors. “They are
probably the best of the best – they went
to all the best music schools. You learn so
much about not just playing but how to
perform too.”
“Everybody is so nice,” McFarland added.
“I know the music world seems really big
but it's not. Once you know somebody, you
can tell them about somebody else and they
are like 'Oh I know them I played here or
there with them.' The connections you can
get are so amazing.”
Their final St. Louis Symphony Youth
concert of the year takes place at 8 p.m.
on May 30 at Powell Hall in St. Louis.
Reserve a ticket for the concert by visiting
www.stlsymphony.org and scrolling down
to “Youth Orchestra” located under the
“Community & Education” tab.

