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Sculpture on Campus program returns for 2015
The annual Sculpture on Campus program is a popular event at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville. Vice Chancellor of
Administration, Kenneth Neher, along with
faculty from the Art & Design department,
initiated the event in 1999 to both beautify
the campus and provide a venue for student
made large-scale pieces.
The program allows students to propose,
design and install major sculptural works
that remain on view for a full year, said Thad
Duhigg, a professor of sculpture at SIUE.
Duhigg is a native of Illinois who received
his BFA from Southern Illinois University
Carbondale and his MFA from Syracuse
University. He taught in Wyoming and Texas
before coming to SIUE. Duhigg has exhibited
his work in numerous venues throughout
the United States.
As a testament to the popularity of
Sculpture on Campus, between 250 and 300
people from the university and the community participated in last year’s event.
The 2015 schedule covers three days, Sept.
23 through Sept. 25, beginning with a public
lecture from this year’s visiting artist, Patrick
Dougherty. Dougherty is a noted sculptor
who uses natural materials such as vines and
small trees woven together to create fascinating and whimsical pieces. Photographs of
Dougherty’s work will be displayed because
the pieces themselves are too large to transport.
“After the lecture, the remainder of the
day will be devoted to student critiques,”
Duhigg said. “On Thursday, the 12 finalists
will be involved in a group critique and in
the evening there will be a large dinner with
Patrick, student artists and alumni of the
program. Friday morning will be taken up
with more student critiques and at 4 p.m. the
sculpture walk will begin. The walk will stop
at each piece of art and each participant will
discuss their work and take questions. The
walk will finish back at the Art and Design
building with some speeches, the award ceremony and, new this year, an opening reception featuring photos of Dougherty’s work.”
Sculptors at Wagner, an organization of
art and design students, is responsible for
earning money to support the event.
“The money earned by students through-
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Cow sculpture by Katie Turpenoff, part of last year's program.
out the year is used to hire musicians for the
reception, advertise the event, schedule the
visiting artist and provide coordination and
logistics throughout the three days,” said
Katie Turpenoff, an SIUE undergraduate
majoring in metalsmithing. “Because the
walk takes about two and a half hours, golf
carts are provided so everyone who would

like to participate can do so.” She went on to
explain that any student, regardless of major,
is welcome to join Sculptors at Wagner. Dues
are $5 per semester. The organization raises
funds year-round.
“Students raise between $2,000 and $4,000
annually for the walk,” Duhigg noted.
“There have been several larger donors who

have helped make the program successful,
including the Gateway Foundation for about
eight years. Student government has been
very supportive, as has the university in
past years.”
Kelsie Ward, a graduate student in ceramics and last year’s grand prize winner, said
the opportunity to produce and exhibit a

public work on campus and the $750 stipend for students to purchase materials
were factors in her decision to participate in
the program.
“The process starts in April with a detailed
proposal for the sculpture, including a letter, resume and artist statement,” she said.
“Participants are chosen based on their proposals. Many students begin work on their
proposed sculpture as soon as they learn
they have been accepted for the program.
A class, which begins in June, helps students create their professional maquette, a
small-scale model of the proposed sculpture.
Installation of the final sculpture occurs in
August.”
Ward and Turpenoff said that they are
appreciative of the support they received
from others in the class. Classmates helped
last year by “holding things in place while
securing objects to unwrapping materials
to finally helping with the installation,”
Turpenoff said.
“Sculpture is much more community
based than photography or painting, for
example, just because of the size of the project,” Duhigg said. “The work makes a nice
portfolio piece for students looking for jobs
or going to graduate school because of the
uniqueness of the program.”
Sculpture on Campus has been fortunate
to get noted jurists, he added, including
past jurists Richard Hunt, Amy Hauft, Jesus
Moroles and Luis Jimenez. Duhigg said that
he looks for artists who are successful, with
a high profile either as professional artists
or educators who have the ability to interact
with students. Duhigg said that he knows
of no other program like this at any other
university.
“I know that there are certain competitions
that will invite professionals in, but as far
as I know there’s nothing else like it,” he
said. “We’re extremely lucky. It’s a unique
program, and it’s a very valuable program.”
Pam Read, College of Arts and Sciences, SIUE

Cahokia Mounds plans Kids Day AWARD
For the Intelligencer
Children and fun-loving adults
can enjoy a day of crafts, stories
and Native American skills on
Sunday, May 17, at the Cahokia
Mounds State Historic Site.
The free Kids Day activities
run from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
ancient site, located just minutes
from downtown St. Louis.
Activities include crafting
flint arrowheads, making clay

pinch pots, grinding corn and
throwing spears with an atlatl
spear-thrower. Children can also
play Native American games and
learn to identify animal pelts
and tracks.
Kids can get their face painted
with native designs. A storyteller will enthrall the audience
with Native American tales, and
the Kahok Dancers present interpretive dances at 2 p.m. and 4
p.m.
Kids Day is held outside but
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While ready to accept the challenges that
come with the position, there was still a
great deal of uncharted territory.
“When I first started as director I had
no idea of the ins and outs of how the city
worked. So I had to do a quick learning
period with the officials that were there at
the time. I had a tremendous amount of help
from Nina Braid, who was the city clerk,
and Larry Hengehold was the city treasurer
at the time and he taught me all about the
accounting system of the city and how they
did things. I had a lot of good people back
then that really showed me the ropes and
helped me learn the administrative parts
that I needed to know about parks and recreation,” Pfeiffer said.
Now 32 years later, one of the biggest
changes Pfeiffer sees is how much the parks
department is involved in.
“When I initially started it was basically
take care of the parks and make sure the
Little League games go off on time and the
recreation softball program is ran properly,”
Pfeiffer said. “Today we’ve got – and I don’t
know many off hand – but numerous community events that we’re involved in. People
use the city properties, the park properties and that’s a dramatic that we weren’t
involved in originally.”
Staffing in the department has changed
with the introduction of new positions to
handle all of the new offerings from the
department.
While there are people who came before,
Pfeiffer credits his current staff with continuing to offer diverse programs that seek
to touch as many lives as possible.
“We’ve grown with the city and tried to
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The library will also offer numerous events for children throughout the summer. Wild S.T.E.A.M.
Wednesdays will focus on science,
technology, engineering, art and
math.
“We received a 3D printer
from the Friends of the Library,”
Henderson said. In Tech Club
Thursday sessions, children will
learn how to use 3D software to

most activities will be moved
into the Interpretive Center in
case of inclement weather.
Operated by the Illinois
Historic Preservation Agency,
Cahokia Mounds preserves the
huge mounds built as part of
the largest prehistoric Native
American city north of Mexico.
It has been named a World
Heritage Site.
The site is just eight miles
from downtown St. Louis, in
Collinsville, Ill., off Interstates

keep pace, but it’s hard to do that when the
community demands so much because it’s
such a progressive city that we have. We’re a
little bit different because we try to provide
those services that the community asks for
and so we’ve tried over the years to keep
pace with what trends are out there in the
public and what they are asking for. Today
we have the senior citizen trips, we have the
fishing derbies, we have kite flies and we
have a lot of different events that we didn’t
have in the past. All of those are a result of
what our community has wanted us to provide for them,” Pfeiffer said.
During his 40 years, Pfeiffer has served
under seven different mayors, numerous
aldermen, department heads and other city
officials who have all been great to work
with.
Since Pfeiffer started, the city has seen
an increase in park space, including the
Watershed Nature Center, the Winston
Brown Recreation Complex and Glik Park.
“The acreage has increased dramatically
and of course the more acreage you have the
more it costs to maintain,” Pfeiffer said.
Looking back, it’s the capital improvement
projects that really stick out.
“When I can drive through town and
see what we’ve done, we’ve completely
renovated Leclaire ball field and made it a
premier Little League site. We constructed
the slow pitch softball fields at Winston
Brown Complex and the outdoor basketball courts and the sand volleyball courts.
Those are the improvements that we’ve
made that I can drive by and say I was a
part of making these improvements that
have allowed more people to participate in
things. It’s really satisfying,” Pfeiffer said.
“The current projects that we have going
on, the splash pad, those are going to be
things that thousands of people are going
to use throughout the years. It’s really satisfying that you know you’re involved in

create 3D files and use the printer. “They also do online programming and make online games,”
Henderson said.
On Fridays in June, the library
will show family-friendly movies
in the afternoon. On two Mondays,
the library will host STARS with
Dogs. In this program, kids can read
to CHAMP therapy dogs. There
will also be a cook-a-book session,
where teens and tweens will talk
about a food centered book and
then prepare food. Preschool story
time will continue throughout the
summer, with superhero themed
days.

55/70 (Exit 6) and Interstate
255 (Exit 24), on Collinsville
Road.
The Interpretive Center is open
Wednesday through Sunday,
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and the
grounds are open until dusk.
There is no admission fee but a
donation of $7 for adults, $5 for
seniors, $2 for students and $15
for families is suggested.
For more information, call 618346-5160 or go to www.cahokiamounds.org.

something like that.”
Working for the city for 40 years was
something he never could have predicted,
but Pfeiffer recognized that none of it would
have been possible without the support of
the city.
“When I first started as a temporary summer laborer I couldn’t envision what has
happened to me over the years and the
things that we’ve accomplished and the support that the elected officials have given to
parks and recreation. Those are the things
that you have to have to make in order to
make improvements. You have to have that
support,” Pfeiffer said.
He further credited the mayors, all of the
department heads and city employees who
have helped.
Speaking of the present, Pfeiffer said this
group of department heads is some of the
best the city has ever had.
Did he make the right choice?
“I think I could have been a good teacher,
but I think that the path that I chose was the
right one. Ultimately it turned out to be the
best and I think that’s allowed me to have
the longevity I’ve had with the city. I really
love what I do and I have no regrets taking
the full-time job with the city,” Pfeiffer said.
What’s next?
Pfeiffer said he feels like he’s got a few
more years left and would like to see some
of those projects come to fruition.
“I feel like the future of Parks and
Recreation is good for the city and I think
those staff members are probably going to
carry that on when and if I retire,” he said.
Of course none of this would have possible
without the support of his family.
“I’m lucky because all of my family are
here in the area. My kids both live in
Edwardsville and they have families and I’m
lucky to be able to see all of my grandkids
any time that I want to. Their overall support has been fantastic,” Pfeiffer said.

The library will host Super
Spectacular Saturdays at 1 p.m.,
when different performers will visit.
The first performer will be Mike
Schneider with Pint Size Polka. “He
comes in lederhosen with his accordion and plays music,” Henderson
said. “The kids get up and do the
chicken dance and learn a little
about music.”
Other acts throughout the summer include a magician, juggler,
and comedian. The Bubble Bus will
also be coming. This remodeled
school bus has the supplies to teach
kids about all sorts of bubbles with
hands-on fun.

Swords and Roses will be returning to conduct super hero training.
“They’ll teach about safe punches
and hero stances,” Henderson said.
For more information about any
of the programs, visit the library or
the library’s website.
Henderson said one of the goals
of all the programs is just to get kids
in the library. “I want them to discover the value of the library,” she
said. “The most important thing
about the summer program is that
we’ve kept them reading and got
them on the road to being a lifelong
learner,” Henderson said. “If you
can read, you can do anything.”
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The agency provided many services, the most important of which
was foster care services for the children of Belleville. Then, in 2010,
the agency hit turbulent water following the passage of the Religious
Freedom and Civil Union Act.
One of the provisions for receiving public funding was that the
agency comply with a requirement that they not discriminate against
same sex parents in the placement of foster children, Threlkeld said.
A protracted legal battle ensued between the Catholic Church and the
state of Illinois.
“Throughout this legal battle, Gary manned the helm of the organization with his sole vision: to provide essential social services to those
in southern Illinois most in need,” Threlkeld said.
It became apparent that Catholic Social Services, which operated
for almost 65 years as an agency for the Catholic Church, would
have to make some changes to comply with the rule of law, Threlkeld
said.
“Gary was there to lead the organization through these changes,
which included a complete separation from the Catholic Church, creation of a new 17-member board, and a rebranding of the organization
to its current name: Caritas Family Solutions.”
The agency grew quickly and today it serves Madison County as
well.
The not-for-profit child and family services agency expanded from
the Belleville Diocese to employ about 250 people and serve the
southernmost 42 counties in Illinois through four regional offices and
eight locations.
It provides adoption, counseling, foster care, residential treatment
for abused and neglected children, multi-systemic therapy for chronic
and violent youth and other services.
The largest program is foster care, where more than 1,100 children
are served by more than 650 foster homes.
“You may have encountered some of the caseworkers, who Gary
considers ambassadors of the agency, in the Madison County Juvenile
and Family Courts,” Threlkeld said.
Huelsmann lives in Alton with his wife Chris. Their oldest daughter, Amber, is a computer scientist in Wisconsin. Twin daughters
Mariah and Chloe, each of whom attended the MCBA luncheon, are
sophomores at SIUE.
Huelsmann spoke briefly at the luncheon. One of the most intrusive
things a state can do is to take away a parent or guardian’s child, he
said.
"We try to work toward a solution, hopefully to return them to
their homes that are safe when they get there,” Huelsmann said. “If
that’s not possible, we have to turn to the courts, and a judge has to
decide the best option. It’s a very, very difficult thing to do . . . it’s
about finding loving and caring homes for adults and low-income
seniors.”
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None of the three have been charged in the incident, as of Wednesday.
Patterson did give a written warning to Stephen Rice, according to the
statement.
After the stop, the trooper asked permission to search the vehicle, and
Stephen Rice agreed.
After they had driven to a truck stop in Troy, the trooper noticed “four
large silver bars in plain view,” according to th statement.
He also reportedly found six marijuana cigarettes and a small amount
of loose marijuana.
The gold coins and cash were reportedly found in a false compartment
inside the motor home.
Sharon Rice told investigators that her husband had bought the motor
home a few days before the trio had left California for Indiana.
As the three were being investigated, Patterson gave them seizure notices for the money and the silver and gold. Stephen Rice, Patterson wrote,
commented that he wished he had known about the valuables “and made
a joke, not verbatim, regarding ‘finders keepers.’”
None of the three, according to Patterson, attempted to claim the items
found in the false container.

