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Why is Russia so involved in the Ukraine?
From 2013 to the present, public opinion in Ukraine
has split over whom it should have closer ties with:
western European countries or Russia. This fissure
led to the ouster of Ukraine’s president in February
2014, with his democratically elected replacement
pursuing closer ties with the west, and in particular,
the European Union. Subsequently, armed conflict
arose between Ukraine, Russia, and Russian-backed
militia groups. This conflict has resulted in numerous
casualties, including the downing of Malaysia Airlines
flight 17 approximately nine months ago.
One person whose work helps explain what is
happening in Ukraine is Sophia Wilson, an assistant
professor of political science at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville. Born in Ukraine, she immigrated to the United States approximately 20 years
ago. She became interested in politics when a newspaper salesperson left newspapers for her during her
childhood. This interest blossomed through some
inspirational professors at the institution at which she
received her bachelor’s degree, Utah State University.
She pursued these interests by receiving her master’s
degree in political science at that same institution. She
later received a second master’s degree and her Ph.D.
in political science from The University of Washington
in 2011.
She started at SIUE in 2013, after a one-year postdoctoral fellowship at the Center for Law, Society, and
Culture at Indiana University, Bloomington. Currently,
she teaches courses on the politics of Eastern Europe,
post-Soviet countries and public law across different
parts of the world. Additionally, she performs research
on the politics of Ukraine and other post-Soviet countries from a legal perspective. She is currently writing
a book, tentatively titled Ukraine’s Rights Revolution,
in which she explains what happened in Ukraine, why
it occurred and how it is relevant.
When asked what happened in Ukraine, she said
that the origin of the current conflict lies in Russia’s
March 2014 annexation of the Crimea, in southern
Ukraine. In part, Russia annexed this portion of
Ukraine because there is a large naval base on the
Black Sea that Russia inherited from the collapse of
the former Soviet Union. Wilson argues that this action
destabilized Ukraine because it resulted in a clash
between the government and a small minority of ethnic Russians in eastern Ukraine who wanted to secede
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and become part of Russia.
In Aug. 2014, Russia invaded Ukraine. While
the Russian government officially denies invading
Ukraine or having any formal involvement in the conflict, Wilson cites numerous pieces of evidence to the
contrary. These pieces of evidence include discoveries
from western intelligence sources, the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization, the Ukrainian government and
politicians who oppose Russian President Vladimir
Putin.
This disconnect between the Russian government’s
statements and its behaviors requires an explanation.
Wilson argues that Russia’s actions are a consequence

of the destabilization of Ukraine. More importantly,
she states that Russia wanted, “overreaching control
of Ukraine” that is based on nationalistic sentiment.
This sentiment, according to Wilson, is best epitomized in Putin’s statement to then-President George
W. Bush that, “Ukraine is not a country, and it was
never a country.”
Yet, Ukraine became a country as part of the breakup of the former Soviet Union in 1991. Since Ukraine’s
territorial integrity is at stake, one can ask how the
international community has reacted to this situation.
To this point, Wilson describes the response of west-

ern countries as “meek.” She said that the President
of Ukraine, Petro Poroshenko, has appealed for help
from western countries on several occasions, including requests for defensive weapons. Wilson said that
Poroshenko has also asked Britain and the United
States to honor their international legal obligation to
defend Ukraine’s territorial integrity as part of the
Budapest Memorandum. Signed in 1994, this memorandum states that Ukraine agreed to surrender its
nuclear weapons to Russia in exchange for guarantees
from the United States and Britain to defend Ukraine
if it were ever invaded.
The United States has condemned Russian aggression and imposed economic sanctions against Russia.
While these sanctions have had a powerful, negative
and wide-reaching economic effect on the Russian people, they have not stopped Russia’s actions.
While Russia and Ukraine are an ocean away from
the United States, Wilson argues that Americans should
care about the events in Ukraine for three reasons.
“Americans have a strong sense of justice,” she said.
“We have a relatively small country being harassed by
a bigger one, bringing death to the other and taking
control of its territory.”
Second, she pointed to the United States’ signing of
the Budapest Memorandum. “The United States gave
its word that we would protect it from invasion,” she
said of the Ukraine. Lastly, she said that U.S. failure to
support Ukraine would send a dangerous message to
the rest of the world.
“There is a very important security reason because
a failure to fulfill this promise sends quite a bad
message to other countries,” she said. If the United
States fails to help, according to Wilson, what kind of
message does this send to Iran, who the United States
is trying to stop from developing nuclear weapons?
More broadly, Wilson asked, “What kind of message
does this send to other countries?”
Kenneth W. Moffett is Associate Professor of Political
Science at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville.

COCA announces schedule for spring SUMMERS
For the Intelligencer
COCA – the Center for Creative
Arts – has announced its spring
schedule.
COCA is located at 524 Trinity
Ave. in St. Louis. For more information, visit www.cocastl.org or call
314-725-6555.
March 6 – April 26
COCA Gallery Exhibition: The
Signal and the Noise: Recent Works
by Greg Edmondson
Greg Edmondsons work is
an exploration of the process of
drawing, illustrating the connective properties of dotted lines, and
their ability to describe shapes as
well as outline absences. In this
series of graphite drawings, simple marks are repeated, stacked
upon the themselves until they are
pushed to the limit. In these starkly,
elegant drawings and sculptures,
Edmondson presents a digital sensibility that belies its hand-made
production. The opening reception
is Friday, March 6, from 6:00-8:00pm
in the Millstone Gallery at COCA,
524 Trinity Avenue, St. Louis, MO.
The exhibition is free and open to
the public through Sunday, April
26. Call 314.725.6555 or visit www.
cocastl.org for more information.
Presented by the Arthur and Helen
Baer Charitable Foundation, with
additional support provided by The
Millstone Foundation and Missouri
Arts Council.
March 27-28
COCA
Summer
Musical
Auditions for Bring It On
Interested teens ages 14 to 19
should prepare 32 bars of song

and bring sheet music, a resume
and a headshot/photo. An accompanist will be provided. Callbacks
include a dance call. Dance team
members, cheerleaders and acrobats
encouraged to audition. Students
cast must pay a $295 participation
fee; financial aid is available for
those who qualify. COCA Theatre
Company (CTC) presents Bring It
On, with libretto by Jeff Whitty,
music by Tom Kitt and Lin-Manuel
Miranda, lyrics by Amanda Green
and Lin- Manuel Miranda and
inspired by the motion picture Bring
It On written by Jessica Bendlinger.
Bitingly relevant, sprinkled with
sass, Bring It On takes audiences
on a high-flying journey. This CTC
production is directed by Joel P.E.
King, with musical direction by Phil
Woodmore, and choreography by
Christopher Page. Bring It On is
sponsored by the Fox Performing
Arts
Charitable
Foundation.
Performances are June 26-27, 2015.
Auditions are Friday, March 27, from
5:00-7:00pm and Saturday, March
28, from 12:00-3:00pm at COCA, 524
Trinity Avenue, St. Louis, MO. Call
314.725.6555 or visit www.cocastl.
org for more information and to
register for an audition time.
Bring It On is presented through
special arrangement with Music
Theatre International (MTI). All
authorized performance materials
are also supplied by MTI. 421 West
54th Street, New York, NY 10019.
Phone 212.541.4694. Fax 212.397.4684.
www.MTIshows.com
April 9
COCAbiz bizLAB Intensive:
Creative Leadership for Changing

Times
Led by a Teaching Artist and
Business
Strategist,
bizLAB
Intensives are in-depth business
training workshops designed to
build professional skills using techniques employed by professional artists. Creative Leadership for
Changing Times is for professionals
ready to take the next step in their
careers and who want to lead effectively. Participants will build and
refine the skills needed to advance
within their organization and inspire
their team to accomplish great things
– by delivering clear communications, fostering collaboration and
creating a shared vision. The fullday workshop is Thursday, April
9, from 8:00am – 5:00pm, at COCA,
524 Trinity Avenue, St. Louis, MO.
Registration is $225. Call 314.725.6555
or visit www.cocabiz.com for more
information. Sponsored by Jennifer
and Tom Hillman, Edward Jones and
Cannon Design.
April 17-19
COCA TRIumphant
Spring
Repertory Concert
COCA’s student dance companies – COCAdance, Ballet Eclectica
and the Hip-Hop Crew – conclude
their seasons with an annual Spring
Repertory Concert featuring pieces
from a range of local and national
choreographers. Performances are
Friday, April 17, at 7:00pm, Saturday,
April 18, at 2:00pm and Sunday, April
19, at 2:00pm at COCA, 524 Trinity
Avenue, St. Louis, MO. Tickets are
$12-$16. Call 314.725.6555 or visit
www.cocastl.org for more information.
April 26

COCA Allegro Spring Concert
Allegro, COCA’s student vocal
ensemble under the direction of
Voice Coordinator Phil Woodmore,
performs its annual Spring Concert.
Allegro has a repertoire that combines musical theatre, pop and seasonal arrangements. The performance is Sunday, April 26, at 4:00pm
at COCA, 524 Trinity Avenue, St.
Louis, MO. Tickets are $6-10. Call
314.725.6555 or visit www.cocastl.
org for more information. Supported
by the National Endowment for the
Arts, Emerson, Monsanto Fund,
PNC Arts Alive, Glassberg Family
Foundation and Bank of America
Foundation.
May 1 – May 22
AIGA StL Design Show 20
The selections in this exhibition
represent the best work across
all disciplines of communication
design and strategy used in the
marketplace in 2014. The overriding criterion for inclusion in the
show is excellence as the successful
pairing of effectiveness and aesthetics. Visitors will learn about the
important role of design excellence
in the world in which they live
and work. The opening reception
is Friday, May 1, from 6:00-8:00pm
in the Millstone Gallery at COCA,
524 Trinity Avenue, St. Louis, MO.
The exhibition is free and open to
the public through Friday, May 22.
Call 314.725.6555 or visit www.
cocastl.org for more information.
Presented by the Arthur and Helen
Baer Charitable Foundation, with
additional support provided by The
Millstone Foundation and Missouri
Arts Council.
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I believe in being in open and
direct contact with the residents of
Glen Carbon to obtain their feedback on public and private development.
Additionally, I believe
in actively creating opportunities
for large and small businesses to
thrive in Glen Carbon, from Main
Street to areas on the out skirts of
the village.
In short, I don’t want to simply
give back to the community, I want to
actively push Glen Carbon forward
to ensure it continues to develop in
a manner that provides a first-class
community for its residents to call
home.
What makes you qualified for the
office? I began my career in Madison
County in 2004 with an appointment
to the position of Assistant States
Attorney at the Madison County
State’s Attorney’s Office. In 2005
I was appointed Misdemeanor
Supervisory Attorney.
While at
the State’s Attorney’s office I was
a member of the Family Violence
Coordinating Committee and Law
Enforcement Committee, and was
awarded the Partner in Peace Award
in 2005 for dedication to eliminating
domestic violence.
After leaving the State’s Attorney’s
Office I spent the next eight years
at a private law firm based in
Edwardsville. During my tenure at
that firm I represented two different
municipalities in Madison County

handling code enforcement, zoning
and building issues, as well as assisting in drafting municipal ordinances,
all for the strategic growth of the
community.
I also spent the last eight years representing small and large businesses,
as well as individuals. I assisted
those businesses and individuals with
their various legal needs, including
drafting contracts and representing
them in court. A portion of that representation was helping businesses
and individuals in their efforts to
obtain zoning variances or special use
permits from both state and local government bodies for the growth and
development of their business and
the surrounding community.
I have lived and worked in our
area since 2004 and as Trustee would
bring a knowledge of municipal law,
as well as having an understanding
of how a village or city needs to
work with its residents and businesses to accomplish both of their respective goals. I believe my experience
has given me the tools to problem
solve and think outside the box for
solutions, and to use these tools in
the specific area of municipal government.
What goals do you have if elected? If elected, my goals are to ensure
that the growth of our community is
strategic and appropriate; to encourage the development of green space;
and to ensure that improvement of
the village’s infrastructure, including streets, sidewalks, and the water
distribution system is a priority and
is improved in an efficient manner
avoiding unnecessary costs to the village.
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“Unfortunately, there are a thousand more just
like us, fighting every day, missing out on things
and just having a chance to be kids.”
“Because even if we survive, our bodies are
pretty much messed up for the rest of our lives,”
Schultz added. “That’s why I am here today. I
do not want to be a victim any more. I am tired
of cancer taking, hurting and killing. I hope that
some day in this world that there are no kids
who have to go through what we have gone
through.”
He stated a few startling statistics he had
learned about pediatric cancer. “Did you know
that 13,500 children and adolescents are diagnosed with cancer every year in the United
States? And it remains the leading killer of kids
from disease,” Schultz emphasized. “In the last
20 years, only three new chemo medicines have
been discovered just for children. Or how about
this? One in five of us will not survive. Cancer
is killing. It is that simple. In order to stop the
cancer from attacking kids like us, we need more
awareness and research. That is why I have come
up with this project called Paint the Town Gold.
Schultz has developed a district-wide school
fundraising program which he plans to implement next September during childhood cancer
awareness month. With the symbol for childhood cancer being the gold ribbon, Schultz’s
program fittingly will be called, Paint the Town
Gold. “My plan is to bring our entire community together – our government, our schools, our

churches and even civic groups in a month-long
event to spread awareness and raise funds for
pediatric cancer research,” Schultz noted. “I’m
hoping to raise, in partnership with the Jason
Motte Foundation, $100,000 for pediatric cancer
research.”
He proposed that during the month of
September, every school in District 7 could hold
a coin collection called Coins for a Cure. At the
end of the month, the coins would be collected, counted and given to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital and St. Baldrick’s Foundation,
two cancer organizations which Schultz said put
“100 percent of their funds to pediatric cancer
research.”
Working in coordination with the Jason Motte
Foundation, Schultz also hopes to offer a couple
of unique prizes to schools that raise the most
money. He hopes to offer an elementary school
prize of a rally with cookies and the St. Louis
Cardinals' own Fredbird. “The middle schools
and high school would raise funds by teams or
clubs,” Schultz said. “Our hope is to provide the
winning middle school and high school with an
assembly featuring Jason Motte that discusses the
importance of what they have done.”
He also hopes to give the winning club/team
at the high school a private pizza party and meeting with Jason Motte.
“I know that the district does a lot to support cancer and every other cancer patient, and
I’m incredibly grateful for everything you do,”
Schultz said. “We do not want any school to give
up any activity that they are currently doing, we
are just hoping that you join us and help give
other kids a chance to live.”
Andrea Wetzel-Darbon and Lincoln Middle
School Teacher Carla Fink, two of Schultz’s big-

gest supporters, stood beside Schultz during
his presentation and both spoke briefly about
Schultz’s incredible passion to help others.
Fink was Schultz’s seventh and eighth grade
teacher, but having a daughter Schultz’s age, she
became more than just his teacher. “I sat with
Todd throughout the last year through hours of
chemo, spinal taps and blood draws, etc...as a
mother, sitting with Todd and witnessing what
he has had to endure, broke my heart. I wept
quietly while he slept at times because I felt
there was nothing I could do, but as a human
being, traveling this journey with Todd has me
in awe,” Fink said. “This young man’s courage
is unmatched. His desire to help those around
him is absolutely remarkable. When Todd asked
me to be a part of this project, I was honored. It
is very humbling to watch his dream come to life
as he honors his friend Phoenix and fights back
with his fellow fighters against the ugly monster
that is cancer.”
“Todd has given a voice to this fight. He has
given me means to heal, and he has given me a
voice and part of his story. He has changed my
present, he has changed my future and most of
all, he has changed my heart,” Fink added.
“I’m just honored to be a part of this group and
hope that everybody will join us in making this
a crazy gold town in September,” Wetzel-Darbon
said.
“I can’t add much to the wonderful comments
made by this young man, Todd, who has taken
on a tremendous fight for all the young people
in this district as well as around this county,”
Hightower commented. “Todd, we’re going to
make this town Gold, OK. We’re going to help
you raise that $100,000. We’re going to make that
happen.”

“From the time they get out of the boat to the time when get back in the
boat the flag must be displayed,” said Kelley. “Some people have told me
that they’ll just keep the flag displayed all the time, but technically the law
states that it be displayed only when someone is in the water, which means
you have to take it down after the activity is over. This will assist in keeping
boaters from cutting behind you. It’s been a law in Missouri for at least the
last 15 years.”
Kelley, who just assumed the role of chair of the committee in January, said
the new law will be enforced on Holiday Lake and will be officially added
into the rules.
The new legislation was sponsored by state Senator Julie Morrison,
D-Deerfield. The bill was inspired by Morrison’s nephew, Tony Borcia, a
10-year-old from Libertyville who died after a crash along the Chain O’ Lakes
in 2012.
Borcia fell off an inner tube being pulled by a boat on Petite Lake and died
after being struck by another boat. The flag is meant to alert nearby boaters
that a person is being towed.
Another law sponsored by Morrison allows police to seize the crafts of
intoxicated boaters in certain cases.
The law allows for the seizure of a watercraft used in the commission of
certain offenses related to operating under the influence. The new rules bring
penalties for boating under the influence more in line with those for operating a motor vehicle while impaired by drugs or alcohol.
“If you’re involved in an incident where somebody is hurt, you could
be charged with a felony,” Kelley said. “Also, you could lose your driver’s
license as a result of a DUI on the water. A sign will be posted at the marina
that informs boaters of the new rules.”
The third regulation requires all persons born after Jan. 1, 1998, to take and
pass a boating safety course validated by the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources and hold a valid boating safety certificate before they can operate
a motorboat with an engine over 10 horsepower.
Boating safety classes will be conducted by Ken Woycke, master instructor
for Madison County, on April 23 from 6 p.m. until 10 p.m. and on April 24
from 6 p.m. until 11 p.m. in the Holiday Shores Clubhouse. Students must
attend both days to receive certification.
For more information about boating rules and regulations or to sign up for
boating safety classes, contact Glenn Dalton at 618-656-7233.

