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Scholar probes ideas about Islam, Middle East
How do we make sense of the Middle
East? There are so many different people, cultures and religions there – oftentimes with conflicting opinions – that
it seems that even attempting to make
sense of the region is an insurmountable
task. Yet, one local scholar has devoted
much of his career wresting with these
very questions.
Steve Tamari, a professor in the department of historical studies at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville, has a
rich and varied personal background.
His father worked for a relief organization, and as a consequence, Tamari grew
up in places as varied as East Pakistan,
now Bangladesh, Algeria and Haiti. He
returned to the United States to attend
high school and college, but later lived
in France, Germany, Syria, Palestine,
Israel, Algeria and Lebanon.
“Part of my purpose in my teaching
and my research is to bring the perspective of one who has traveled around the
world, who has lived around the world
to the classroom,” he said.
Tamari brings this valuable international experience and perspective to
his teaching and to his scholarship. He
teaches the history of the Middle East at
SIUE and his research specialty is 16th
and 17th century Syria, with a particular
interest in the Ottoman Empire.
Tamari has published a number of
articles, presented papers at professional conferences, and received two
Fulbright awards to research and teach
abroad. He also writes a blog entitled “Inside the Middle” through which
he discusses teaching and researching
about Middle Eastern history. He won
an SIUE Teaching Award and received an
Excellence in Undergraduate Education
grant to support his work.
Tamari said that the biggest challenge
he faces in teaching students about
Middle Eastern history is dispelling
the stereotypes that many people have
formed about the people and the region.
The media often portray Middle Eastern
people as divided by ancient grudges
and feuds based upon religion and ethnic differences.
“We tend to view the Middle East
as a region plagued by extremism and
violence,” Tamari said. “It is a challenge
to help students overcome these negative stereotypes, especially of Muslims.”

Stephen Hansen
College Talk

SIUE photo

Dr. Tamari with students in front of the New Mosque in Istanbul, Turkey.
Tamari said that television and movies dangerously reinforce the image of
people in the Middle East as unshaven
extremists who want to live by medieval
rules.
To break down some of these stereotypes, Tamari takes SIUE students to the
Middle East and he brings the Middle
East to SIUE through the Internet.
Tamari has led classes to Turkey and
had plans for Syria.
“On the eve of the Syrian uprising in
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2011, in the midst of what we call the
Arab Spring, I had five students scheduled to go with me to Syria,” he said.
“We had rented a flat in the middle of
the old city of Damascus, I had speakers
set up and we bought our tickets. Then
the uprising took place and within nine
months you had a civil war underway.
We did everything but actually go there.
“Now the problem really is trying to
put people as close to the Middle East
as possible in a time when it’s very hard

to be there,” he said. “What I’ve focused
on is bringing the Middle East to SIUE.”
To that end, Tamari regularly brings
guest speakers and has organized film
series. This semester he has introduced a
Web-based component to his class on the
Middle East that allows SIUE students
to engage with their counterparts in
Europe, the Middle East and the broader
Muslim world.
Some of the classroom time is spent
interacting with students in Europe, the

Middle East and South Asia on topics
related to Islam and the Middle East via
a Web camera. Tamari said that a trained
moderator facilitates the interactions.
Even with such technology, teaching college students about Middle East history
does have its challenges, Tamari added.
“I don’t think it’s unique to our students, but in the United States and in
the Western world, particularly after
9/11, there’s been a lot of negative stereotypes about the Muslim world and
about Middle Easterners,” he said. “I
think there’s a deeper sense within the
Western world and within Christendom
as well, of ambivalence about Muslims.
I feel like my challenge is to give my
students who come from predominately Western, Christian orientations an
understanding that Middle Easterners
and Muslims are actually very much
like everyone else. It may sound trite,
but given what many people think of the
region it’s no easy feat.”
One of Tamari’s special research
interests is the Ottoman Empire, which
spanned centuries and covered all of
North Africa, the Middle East, Turkey,
Greece and the Balkans. It reached as
far into Europe as Vienna. This vast and
sprawling empire encompassed a variety of ethnic groups and religions and
yet, according to Tamari, was able to
maintain peace and flourish. In trying
to understand how the Ottoman Turks
were able to accomplish this task while
modern nations in the Middle East have
not, Tamari discovered an important
characteristic about the Middle East and
the concept of nationalism.
“Nationalism is a Western concept
where people transfer their main loyalty and identity to an entity larger
than their specific group or region,” he
explained. “In the Middle East, people
form attachments to a place and to the
land, but not to a more heterogeneous
and larger entity such as a nation. “This
system of beliefs helps to explain why
people in the Middle East are so tenacious in their loyalty and attachment to
place and land.”

Senator looks at school funding
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Link said doing so would, however, help the commission by presenting it
with a list of qualified candidates.
“As it is right now, we’re kind of a stand-alone island,” Link told the
committee. “We’re kind of by ourselves. It makes things more burdensome
on our police commission. Makes things burdensome on our detectives.
If we were to join, we would have a much larger pool of candidates from
across the state.”
Glen Carbon Police Lt. Wayne White and Det. David Zarr both spoke
in favor of the Consortium, as did Andrew Carruthers, a member of the
Edwardsville Board of Fire and Police Commissioners.
Ingram said the commission has never spoken out against the Consortium,
but wanted more time to examine it after discussions began in December.
The committee is recommending membership in the Consortium to the
full village board, which meets Tuesday night.
Link also spoke of his desire to raise the education standards for entry
level officers.
Again, the commission would have final say in who is hired, but Link
would like to see all new police officers hold an associates degree at minimum in a field such as criminal justice.
Link presented the committee with national research data that indicates
that educated police officers tend to handle stress better, use less sick time,
produce fewer complaints from citizens and tend to be better communicators, among other benefits.
Link said nationally, less than 1 percent of police officers currently
employed hold a bachelor’s degree and 8 percent hold an associates
degree.
Link said educated police officers would more accurately reflect the citizens they serve in the village.
“I’d like to john that 8 percent,” Link said. “Glen Carbon, the community
we’re in, is a very progressive community, known around the country. You
can’t look too far in the community without seeing college professors and
Ph.D.s and doctors and lawyers. I think our police department should be
reflective and that and we should raise our educational standards.”
Such a move would require the commission to amend its rules and requirements.
In a sense, that has already been done.
White said 13 of the last 22 police officers hired in Glen Carbon had at least
an associates degree, including the last five, who all hold bachelor’s degrees.
Calvin Brown, speaking for the Edwardsville Chapter of the NAACP, said
he would like to see the village add more minorities to its police force.
Ingram said such efforts have been made in the past and will continue to
be made in the future.
“Every since I have been on this commission, I have been trying to get
verified applicants of different races to be a police officer in the village of
Glen Carbon. And my fellow commissioners can tell you, every application
process we have had, has had African-Americans,” Ingram said. “We have
had some quality applicants apply before, we have had some quality AfricanAmerican women. But there’s always something that keeps them from being
the candidate that gets on the list.”
Ingram said those factors range from poor scores on vision tests to something popping up on a background check.

MATH
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In one session, students were intrigued by palindromic numbers, which are
numbers that read backwards the same way they do forward. The students
expressed to Martha Richey, principal at Cassens Elementary, that “math
seemed magical” when learning about all of the palindrome’s characteristics
and were excited to share the activity with their friends and family.
Amy Macias, District 7 teacher for the gifted and talented program, who is
responsible for training M3 teachers, providing the activities for the students,
and communicating with parents, offered some insight into what the students
were doing in M3 this month. “Dominoes? Not for these students – that’s
much too simple,” Macias said. “This month students will be solving math
problems using Pentominoes.”
“It should be an exciting new semester that I’m sure our students will
enjoy,” Macias added.

Bunker Hill's Manar back at it in Springfield seeking equality for downstate districts
SPRINGFIELD (AP) — The
Democrat sponsoring a contentious
plan to overhaul the state's nearly
20-year-old school funding formula
said he's altering the bill it to help
remove partisan and regional opposition for ease of passage.
State Sen. Andy Manar of Bunker
Hill proposed a measure last year to
make school funding more equitable by directing more state money
to poorer districts at the expense of
wealthier ones. It passed the Senate
but stalled in the House.
So, this session, he's making one
major change that aims to even out
inequities: a new provision accounting for regional cost differences,
such as higher teacher salaries in
districts where the cost of living
is higher. High-poverty districts in
the Chicago area still would get a
boost in their funding allotment, but
poor districts in central and southern Illinois would now see smaller
gains under the changes.
Specific funding details have not
yet been calculated by the State
Board of Education, which has done
previous analyses.
Manar, who shared a draft of
the legislation with The Associated
Press, said he plans to file the
changes in the coming days. Last
session's failed legislation, which
Republicans said unfairly created a
system of "winners and losers," was
frequently used in campaign mail-

Andy Manar
ers against Democrats in suburban
swing districts.
"The changes are based on constructive criticism that's coming
mostly from suburban superintendents," Manar said.
School funding could emerge as
a key focus in the months ahead as
new GOP Gov. Bruce Rauner sets
out to work with a Democratic-led
Legislature. An anticipated multibillion-dollar budget hole gives the
divided government more incentive
to revamp school funding to protect
already struggling school districts
that can't make up the difference

TOUR
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The city hosts the ESCAPE tours monthly.
“We send information to 450 people in the area,”
Verheyen said. The people who go on the tours
vary. “For instance, some people enjoy theater
and always sign up for our Fox Theatre trips,”
she said.
Other trips planned this year include an overnight trip to Kansas City and day trips to the Fox

CHARGES
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During the course of the incident, the female attempted to flee
from the security officer who pursued.
While confronting her, the security officer was allegedly slapped
across the face by the female before
fleeing the scene and allegedly
leaving behind the perfume.
The security officer did not suf-

with property taxes.
Rauner, who invested millions of
his own money in education reform
before running for office, indicated during his gubernatorial campaign debate that he didn't support
Manar's original bill but said the
funding formula should be overhauled.
Under the current formula,
Illinois schools receive general state
aid funds to offset the basic cost of
educating students through a formula factoring in poverty levels.
But districts also get grants for programs such as special education and
transportation, which are based on
the number of students in those
programs.
Since the funding formula was
last overhauled in 1997, increases
in spending on specialized programs have outpaced increases to
general state aid — which funding
reform proponents say results in the
poorest districts hurting the most.
For instance, schools in the small
central Illinois community of Pana
have roughly one-third of the available funds to spend per student
compared to nearby Seneca, which
draws more revenue from property
taxes.
Manar's revamped proposal would still require schools to
demonstrate need before receiving
almost any state money by showing
how much local revenue they have

Theatre, a Cardinals game, and the Muny.
The tour will begin with the Campbell House.
This house was built in 1851 and was the first
home built in the Lucas Place neighborhood. The
Chatillon-DeMenil, built in 1849, illustrates St.
Louis’s French heritage. The Cupples House was
built in 1890. This home on the St. Louis University
campus has neo-gothic and Victorian architecture.
The homes do not have elevators; participants
will go up and down several flights of stairs.
There will be three options for lunch at the Old
Spaghetti Factory: spinach and cheese ravioli,
baked lasagna, or fettuccine alfredo.

fer any substantial injury.
A vehicle description was
obtained,
which
allowed
Edwardsville Police to follow up
on suspects and led to the identification of Wense as a suspect who
had allegedly been involved in
the confrontation with the security
officer.
Since the security officer was
allegedly slapped while performing his job, the charge was elevated to aggravated battery according
to Fillback.
Wense is not currently in custody, but a warrant has been issued

to spend on students. Wealthier districts that rely largely on property
tax revenues to fund their schools
would receive less state aid, while
property-poor districts would
receive more.
Regional cost differences would
be determined by separating areas
into different labor markets and
looking at the average salaries of
college graduates within those markets.
In addition to accounting for
regional cost differences, Manar also
plans to see that districts with higher than average numbers of special
education students receive more
funding, as well as require a more
thorough reporting of how districts
spend state money on bilingual programs.
Adding in the regional cost factor
"makes a more realistic calculation
of the cost of educating students
across the state is," according to Ben
Boer, deputy director for education
reform group Advance Illinois.
Rauner spokesman Lance Trover
said the governor had not yet
reviewed Manar's changes. "The end
result of that process must result in
changes that are fair to communities
and improve student outcomes,"
Trover said.
Meanwhile, Manar said, "everybody ... knows our formula's broken. That sets us on a path to fixing
it."

The trip will leave from the Eden Church
Parking Lot, 1003 N. Main St. at 9:15 a.m. and will
return at approximately 4:15 p.m. The trip’s cost
is $55 per person and includes transportation,
lunch at The Old Spaghetti Factory, and the home
tours. Reservations are requested by Wednesday,
Jan. 28. No refunds will be issued after this date.
For more information or to make a reservation, call the Parks Department at 692-7538.
To make reservations by mail, send a check
to the Edwardsville Parks Department, 118
Hillsboro Ave. Edwardsville, IL 62025 and write
“E.S.C.A.P.E.” on the envelope.

for her arrest.
Bond is set at $30,000.
There are no charges being sought
against any other individuals
involved.
The Madison County State's
Attorney also charged Kendall E.
Johnson, 26, of the 700 block of
Chapman St., Edwardsville, with
alleged felony driving while license
revoked on Jan. 16.
According
to
Fillback,
Edwardsville Police responded to
a one-car traffic accident at the 500
block of Jefferson Road at approximately 10:24 p.m. on Nov. 1.

Before the police arrived the occupants allegedly fled the scene leaving the vehicle behind.
An investigation was conducted,
which resulted in Johnson being
identified as the driver of the vehicle.
Due to a prior conviction for
driving while licensed revoked,
the charge was elevated to a felony.
Johnson allegedly struck a
parked car.
Johnson is not in custody, but
a warrant has been issued for his
arrest.
Bond is set at $15,000.

