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Vick's reformation is not terribly convincing
Have you ever noticed how many criminals seem to “get religion” after they’ve been
convicted and sent to prison? He or she may
have been a bullying, drug-pushing, stealing
punk on the streets, but lock them up for a
few years and they start quoting scripture
and swearing to anyone who’ll listen that
they now have God in their heart and only
want to be helpful and kind as long as they
live.
Call me a cynic, but I doubt one in a hundred of the “converted” inmates is telling
the truth. I’m also not keen on the time-offfor-good-behavior policy if the inmate has
committed a violent crime. I mean, how
difficult can it be to behave yourself if you’re
in prison? The aberrant behavior that landed
them there carries a lot more weight with
me.
And that, in an admittedly circuitous way,
brings me to my topic this week. On Monday,
Michael Vick appeared before Congress to
advocate for the Animal Fighting Spectator
Prohibition Act. Yes, Michael Vick, killer of
innocent puppies, dog-fighting promoter
and all around disgusting human being,
went before Congress to lobby for stiffer
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penalties for anyone caught attending or
promoting a dog fight.
In case you are fuzzy about the details of
Vick’s arrest, let me enlighten you.
Among other things contained in his
indictment were charges that he and three
co-defendants killed eight puppies when
they decided the hapless animals weren’t
good candidates for fighting. Killing the
pups was bad enough, but the gory details
were really horrific. The indictment alleged
they were killed “by hanging, drowning
and/or slamming at least one dog's body
to the ground.” Other doomed dogs were
doused with water and electrocuted.
When authorities raided Vick's rural
Virginia house, they found 65 live dogs,
most of them pit bulls, a dog-fighting pit,
bloodstained carpets and equipment used to
train the dogs. Dog-fighting is a nasty business and has been outlawed in every state.
Vick’s atrocities are spelled out in a 17-

page report by the USDA’s inspector general investigations division dated August
28, 2008.
According to Howard Portnoy, “The report
reveals that Vick and the two friends who
helped finance his dog-fighting enterprise,
Purnell Peace and Quanis Phillips, “thought
it was funny to watch the pit bull dogs injure
or kill the other dogs.” The report also states
that Vick, Peace and Phillips lynched three
dogs that failed to perform up to snuff “by
placing a nylon cord over a 2-x-4 that was
nailed to two trees.” It further maintains
that the men drowned another three dogs by
putting the dogs’ heads in a 5-gallon bucket
of water.”
Vick was tried, convicted and sentenced
to almost two years in prison. He was also
banned from the NFL. But … gosh … Vick
is one heck of a football player and …
golly, gee whiz … it seems harsh to ban
him forever. Blah, blah, blah. The ban was
lifted and he now plays for the Philadelphia
Eagles. True enough, he doesn’t earn nearly
as much money as he used to, but he still
makes more than anyone I know personally.
These days, Mr. Vick spends lots of time

trying to convince the American public that
he has become one of the good guys. As he
explained to Congress: “In prison, I told
myself I want to be part of the solution, not
the problem.”
That’s Michael Vick’s version of his turnaround. Mine differs slightly. Michael Vick’s
fall from grace was dramatic and quick. He
went from being a multi-millionaire, revered
by fans from coast to coast, to being loathed
and repulsed by every dog-lover in the
country. Companies canceled their endorsement contracts as soon as the story hit the
airwaves. He was banned from the NFL,
bleeding money to his lawyers and then, he
was eventually sent up the river to do his
time.
I can just imagine him sitting in prison
trying to figure out how to get his charmed
life back. Oh, what to do, what to do? Of
course! Become an animal advocate! Speak
out against any and all mistreatment of
animals. And especially … speak out against
dog-fighting. I wonder if he practiced in
front of a mirror while he was in prison….
"I’m so sorry I ever participated in such a
thing. We need stiffer laws. We need to educate

A fresh look at "O Captain..."
One of the most famous poems in
American literature is Walt Whitman’s
“O Captain! My Captain!”
Written after the assassination of
Abraham Lincoln, it came to represent the sorrow of a nation, a nation
seen as a ship that had lost its skipper.
In this, the 150th anniversary of the
beginning of the Civil War, many are
re-examining the events surrounding this critical period in American
history.
Few have such depth of understanding of Whitman, the most
important literary figure of that time,
as Jason Stacy.
Stacy was born in Monee, Ill., a
small town south of Chicago. He
received his bachelor’s and master’s
in arts degrees from Southern Illinois
University Carbondale, his master’s
in liberal arts from the University of
Chicago and his doctorate in history
from Loyola University in Chicago.
Today he is an assistant professor
in the department of historical studies at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville.
Stacy had a rather circuitous path
to his current position as a historian
at SIUE.
“After I finished my master’s, I
managed to find work in Eastern
Europe teaching at a college in
Lithuania for two years,” said Stacy.
He later pursued his doctorate while
teaching history in a high school in
Illinois.
“Teaching high school is like trial
by fire,” he said. “It means handling
the schedule and large number of
students, but it helped me to read
the class and develop techniques to
keep students engaged while being
efficient with time.”
In many ways, that experience
helped prepare him for his work at
SIUE — and has made his classes
favorites of his students. Many history teachers have a reputation for
teaching to memorize dates, names
and places.
“Unfortunately that is more true
that I would like to admit,” Stacy
said. “Yet, today there is a movement toward historical thinking.
That means analyzing sources, contextualizing facts and individuals so
students learn the facts in that way
rather that by memorization. The
answers should be analytical and
thoughtful. It also makes teachers’
work more interesting.”
These new approaches to teaching
also make his work enjoyable, Stacy
said. “One thing that I like about
teaching is that it is a lifestyle,” he
added. “I am always engaged in

College Talk

EAST ST. LOUIS — A former All-America running back at west-central Illinois’ MacMurray
College was sentenced Friday to 30 years in
federal prison on charges that he produced child
pornography.
Chief U.S. District Judge David Herndon also
ordered Steven Ballinger, 31, of Collinsville to
spend 15 years on post-prison release and fined
him $1,250.
Ballinger pleaded guilty in March, admitting
that in mid-2006 he videotaped himself having sex
with a girl who was 13 at the time.
In 2009, Ballinger was sentenced to 2 1/2 years of
probation after pleading guilty to St. Clair County
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Madison County investigators were called because of the similarities to
burglaries they were investigating.
Investigators are still trying to link some of the property to the victims.
Anyone who has been the victim of a recent daytime burglary in
Madison, Bond, St. Clair or Macoupin counties is encouraged to contact
sheriff’s detectives at 296-0871.
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"(They) have another meeting next month, Aug. 16 at 7 o'clock. I think
that might be an interesting meeting," he said. "We're going to get some
commissioners down here, a few of them, get their responses to some questions and things."
In addition to Arlington Greens, CARD operates Splash City water
park and Willoughby Farms nature center while offering organized sports
leagues and other recreational activities.
Meanwhile, the board addressed its annual computer needs by passing
three separate resolutions.
The actions include:
s !N ANNUAL SERVICE CONTRACT WITH #OMPUTRON FOR  
s !N ANNUAL ANTI VIRUS UPDATE FROM #OMPUTRON FOR  
s 4HE RECONFIGURATION OF TWO USED 0#S FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT BY
Computron for $594.
The village has 45 computers under the annual service and anti-virus
agreements.
The board accepted a letter of resignation from Jane Soehlke, who is
moving, from the Maryville Community Improvement Board.
Maryville resident Steve Rydgig's nomination for a two-year term on the
police pension board was approved.
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SIUE's Dr. Jason Stacy, a leading Walt Whitman scholar.
Whitman as an author.
“I think that because of the movie,
that is what comes to mind when
people think of Walt Whitman,”
Stacy said.
Stacy is a strong believer that books
can change history. “It’s easy for me
to say that a book changes history
like ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ because it
did change American history,” said
Stacy. “I believe that printed words

charges of child pornography and criminal sexual
abuse involving filmed sex with the same girl. As
part of a deal with Ballinger, prosecutors dropped
two counts of predatory criminal sexual assault
and a charge that Ballinger possessed cocaine
investigators found in his home.
As part of that sentence, Ballinger was barred
from contact with the victim and had to register
as a sex offender.
Ballinger had sought last week to have the
federal indictment tossed out, arguing that it contained charges identical to the state ones to which
he previously pleaded guilty, running afoul of the
constitutional right not to be brought to trial twice
on the same charges for the same offense.
But Herndon rejected Ballinger’s argument,
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like poetry or fiction can also influence history — even if few people
read them.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. His
show, “Segue,” can be heard every
Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE,
88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_
Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

Former college star sentenced in porn case
By JIM SUHR
Associated Press

For answers to questions about wildlife or pet
care, email Susannefogle@AOL.com.

“I’ve always been a member of the board as a minority party but I’ve
never, ever felt that that’s the way I was treated by this board," Wangard
added. "Other governmental bodies, state and federal governments, could
learn a few things by the way we do things in Madison County.
“There were times when things happened that I didn’t agree with, and
times when we had to compromise. And that’s the way it’s supposed to
work.”
A pediatrician, Wangard quit his practice with Bard and Didriksen
Pediatrics, of Glen Carbon, about seven months ago. He was hired as a
supervisor for Glennon Care at Anderson Hospital.
On Friday, Wangard said he enjoyed his time on the County Board.
“In general, everyone was wonderful to work with,” he said. “I think as
a general rule, county government does a good job.”

Aldemaro Romero
learning things that I can bring to the
classroom.”
Stacy is always incorporating
other disciplines into his lectures,
particularly literature.
“My parents were English teachers, and I think that we need more
historians looking at literature,” he
said.
He tells his students that we all
should study history because it helps
us answer questions about the world
around us. “Why people do certain
things, why the political situation
is the way it is,” said Stacy. “You
can find many of the answers in
history.”
That is why he is relentless when
it comes to defending the need for
historians. “Historians ask questions that need to be asked that end
up in the public discourse,” Stacy
explained. “Compelling and honest questions can change the way
Americans think about who they
are. And Americans are fascinated
with history, more than when I was
a young man. Historians cannot only
teach. They have skills in archival
work, public history, contact with
the community, origins, and now in
the digital humanities, historians can
create interesting websites.”
Stacy’s most recent book is titled
“Leaves of Grass 1860: the 150th
Anniversary Facsimile Edition” published by University of Iowa Press.
Whitman’s book, although a classic
in American literature today, was
controversial when published. The
explicit language used led some
communities to ban it.
“He managed to pull together a lot
of cross currents that were contemporary to him, and that was unusual in
terms of sexuality, diction, structure
that were essentially American but
that shocked people at that time,”
Stacy said. “He claimed to be the
voice of the American people.”
To make things even more complicated, there were several editions
of “Leaves of Grass,” including the
so-called “deathbed edition.”
“He was constantly revising his
book for more than 40 years,” said
Stacy. “He did not help, because he
was asked which he liked best and
he said, ‘All of them count.’”
Because of the movie “Dead
Poets Society,” where the character
played by Robin Williams recites
“O Captain! My Captain!” there
has been an increased interest in

people and do everything we can to completely
eradicate anything connected with dog-fighting. I
also read my Bible and pray every day for all
helpless animals. With God’s help I’ve become a
better man. Hallelujah!"
The Eagles are paying Vick $1.6 million a
year and he just signed a new endorsement
contract with Nike. He isn’t nearly as rich
as he was a few years back, but his current
income still puts him in the top 1 or 2 percent of our population. Looks like Mr. Vick’s
absolution tour is getting the job done.
Although I’ve seen news articles about his
speaking engagements and personal appearances, I haven’t read anything about the
thousands of dollars he’s donating to animal
shelters (not) or anything about him reimbursing the shelters that took in the dogs that
were rescued when his dog-fighting operation was shut down.
Put your money where your mouth is,
hotshot. Then maybe I’ll believe you when
you say you’ve become one of the good
guys.

ruling that the former football standout’s bid
to throw out the indictment was not filed soon
enough and that the Constitution’s “double jeopardy” clause does not bar successive prosecutions
by state or federal prosecutors.
Ballinger held the career rushing record at
Jacksonville’s MacMurray College, where he was
a Division II All-American in 2001 and 2002.
Police have said Ballinger’s inappropriate conduct with the girl surfaced in 2006, when the girl’s
mother became aware that her daughter established a relationship with Ballinger and found out
she was at his home. Police found the girl with
Ballinger and arrested him on outstanding warrants related to a 2005 disorderly conduct charge
and a traffic violation.

Worker electrocuted by fan
EFFINGHAM. (AP) — A central
Illinois man is dead after being electrocuted while working at a rural
home. Brett Kemme, 31, of Teutopolis
died Thursday morning at a hospital
in nearby Effingham. The towns are
about 75 miles south of Champaign.
Effingham County Coroner Leigh
Hammer said Kemme was electro-

cuted while moving a fan in a home
north of Effingham while soaked
with sweat. The coroner said the
fan’s ground wire had come disconnected. The ground is intended to
prevent electrical shock.
The coroner said the death
appeared to be a tragic accident but
remains under investigation.

“Last year I was the photographer and reporter,” she said. “I took pictures throughout the year and then we made a scrapbook. This year, I
am the community service chair. At Christmas we helped out at the Toys
for Tots program and then volunteered at the Madison County Humane
Society. We went through training. We learned how to take out the cats
from their cages, how to open and lock them. We learned about the dogs'
cages, too, because dogs are stronger than cats. We played with them. It
was fun.”
While volunteering at the Humane Society, Monique fell in love with a
mixed-breed dog. The family adopted the high spirited canine and named
it Lucy Lu. Monique’s first 4H presentation detailed the process of adopting the dog and the care and training that occurred once the family brought
the dog home.
Lemonade for Love is her last event as community service chair, and
she’s hopeful that it will be her biggest.
The youngster came up with the name Lemonade for Love after surfing
the internet with her mom. She decided to combine her love of animals and
the traditional summertime lemonade stand.
“I’ve always loved animals,” she said. “I thought about how people love
lemonade in the summertime. Then I heard about the Joplin tornado, so I
just thought maybe we could do lemonade stands for the animals that are
still in shelters in Joplin.”
Her first Lemonade for Love stand was set up at the Goshen Market a
few weeks ago. The 4H team of children served up more than 10 gallons of
lemonade, resulting in $445.20 in donations.
“Goshen Market was wonderful,” said Angie Garrett. “The project was
a good lesson for the kids. We’re lucky to have that farmer’s market experience here. It brings you back to the basics.”
Monique and her committee have also secured a commitment from
PetCo in Edwardville to host a Lemonade for Love stand later in August.
Her fellow Girl Scout Troop 1009 will also be staging a Lemonade for Love
stand to help her reach her goal of $1,000.
To make a donation to Monique Garrett’s Lemonade for Love 4H project
or to learn more about the 4H program, contact leader Kathy Strickfaden
at 618-920-5752. The club meets the last Tuesday of each month from 6 to 8
p.m. at the Fort Russell Township Hall, 5456 Buchta Road in Bethalto.

Quinn grants clemency
to 50, denies it to 111
CHICAGO (AP) — Gov. Pat
Quinn has again dealt with a backlog of clemency petitions, granting
50 and denying 111 others.
A Friday statement from Quinn’s
office says he continues to chip away
at more than 2,500 clemency cases
that built up under his predecessor,
ousted Gov. Rod Blagojevich.
Quinn’s acted on 1,356 clemency
petitions since taking office. He’s
granted 517 and denied 839.
The statement didn’t explain why

Quinn decided to grant certain petitions and not others.
Clemency has been in the spotlight since former Republican Gov.
George Ryan pardoned several people on death row and commuted
sentences of others before leaving
office in 2003.
Quinn recently signed a bill abolishing the death penalty in Illinois
and commuted the sentences of
all 15 men who remained on death
row.

