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African-American literature is much more 
that pure narrative. It provides us with a 
window into a world and a time that most 
people can’t recognize because they seem so 
remote. And it can expose a cruel reality that 
many have trouble dealing with even today.

Someone who studies the context in which 
African-American literature has developed 
is Elizabeth Cali, an assistant professor in 
the department of English language and 
literature at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. A native of Milwaukee, Wis., 
she obtained her bachelor’s in English from 
Indiana University in Bloomington, her mas-
ter’s in creative writing from Northwestern 
University and her doctorate in English from 
the University of Texas at San Antonio. Like 
many other professors she was inspired to 
become a teacher by one of her own teachers.

“It was the intersection of a couple of dif-
ferent instances,” Cali said. “For one, I had 
a teacher in high school who just really lit 
a fire and inspired me to learn in ways they 
hadn’t before. That teacher asked us to think 
about things in ways that made us curious, 
instead of telling us how to think.” The other 
reason had more to do with her personal 
inclinations.

“I have always been a communicator,” she 
said. “I live to just talk with my friends, talk 
with new people that I am meeting wher-
ever, and that passion for communicating 
and meeting new people inspired me to 
take what I have learned into the classroom. 
I love speaking with my students and just 
hearing what they have to say.” One won-
ders if such experiences make her see herself 
as an inspirational teacher? 

“On your best days that’s your grandest 
hope, that you are inspiring your students to 
think in ways that maybe they weren’t think-
ing in the past or to add to the thinking that 
they have already been doing,” Cali said. “I 
was just talking with a student when we fin-
ished class, and he and I were talking about 
critical thinking as a process. It’s a way of 
life. And I think that’s my goal in my class-
room, to get students thinking about them-
selves as living, continuing critical thinkers.” 

She applies this same approach to study-
ing African-American literature. 

“I think that one of the main focuses of 
my own teaching is to ask students about 
the social and political contexts and cul-
tural contexts of the readings,” she said. “I 

think that is one of the exciting things about 
teaching and learning African-American 
literature, that the literary traditions are 
always interactive with cultural, historical 
and socio-political contexts. So it’s sort of 
this organic and interactive conversation 
between contexts that is why I love the print 
culture as much as I do.” 

One of the African-American authors she 
has studied is Frances Harper, an abolitionist 
and herself a prolific writer. “In many ways 
she was a race woman,” Cali explains. “Her 

life and every avenue she pursued was in 
agitation for rights for African Americans 
and for African-American women. She was 
certainly an anti-slavery activist and agita-
tor, but also a poet, an essayist, a speaker 
and a novelist.  She wrote three serialized 
novels in the Christian Recorder. Her mas-
terpiece, some might say, in the end of her 
career, was ‘Iola Leroy,’ which was her full 
novel that wasn’t serialized.” Harper was 
also involved in the temperance movement, 
which supported prohibition of alcohol sale 

and consumption. 
“In the 19th century the social norm 

was in so many ways about protecting the 
institution of the family, and alcohol was 
seen as a danger to the constitution of the 
nuclear family,” said Cali. “And especially 
I think in the African-American communi-
ties alcohol was seen as one more way in 
which something could be used to destroy 
them. In that way, yes, she was extremely 
active, agitating against the use of alco-
hol in any sort of community, especially 

African-American communities.” Another 
author Cali has studied is Zora Neale 
Hurston, an African-American writer of 
the Harlem renaissance.

“She is much more modern. The Harlem 
renaissance would be 1926. Most students 
end up reading her novel “Their Eyes Were 
Watching God.” But in my interaction with 
her work, I have spent much more time 
in her publications in the literary maga-
zine published by the Harlem renaissance 
movement,” said Cali.

Hurston published her short story 
‘Sweat’ in 1926 in Fire Magazine and 
became famous in a number of ways.

“Hurston did a lot of research on African-
American folk tales and brought them to 
her contemporary audience,” said Cali. 
“She also used black vernacular English in 
her literature. She did this code switching 
because she was speaking to an African-
American audience and also speaking to 
a white audience, suggesting that, ‘I can 
use this language that you have imposed 
upon us in ways that can benefit the 
African-American communities that I’m a 
part of.’ ”

Cali’s newest project has to so with the 
concepts of respectability and revolution, 
particularly in the way they appeared in 
print and circulated in the American cul-
ture of the 19th century.

“I’m working on a current small publica-
tion in what the actual print and text looks 
like on the page, even as it is maintaining 
the respectability of writing in this country 
that values literature so much, while also 
proposing revolutionary concepts,” Cali 
said. “So we will be focusing again on 
Frances Harper and an African-American 
man named James T. Holly and their revo-
lutionary goals.”

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be 
reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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Village Public Works crews, meanwhile, will 
dig new shoulders and lay down a rock base to 
increase stability.

In other business, the board approved the 
appointment of five new members to the 
Residents' Advisory Board.

The volunteer board members will repre-
sent each of five geographical districts in the 
village.

Serving terms that will expire on April 30, 
2015, are Janine Jones, Adrienne Schilling, 
Susan Young, Jan Snider and Russell Marti.

In August, Larry Pijut was appointed as 

chairman of the board and Luke Harris was 
appointed vice-chair with both individual's 
terms expiring on April 30, 2017.

Glen Carbon Mayor Rob Jackstadt has taken 
on the task of re-establishing the Residents' 
Advisory Board this year and has now filled all 
available seats.

"In the past, the RAB has reviewed a variety 
of issues assigned to it by the village board or 
the mayor and they've also made some inde-
pendent recommendations and suggestions to 
the village board and mayor,"  Jackstadt said. 
"They've scheduled forums on topics of inter-
est. For example, one of the things that they 
did, the RAB spearheaded the park survey that 
was completed in 2010."

The board also approved three purchases in 
preparation for winter and its snow.

Two Vee Box Salt Spreaders were purchased 

for the Public Works Department in the amount 
of $25,000.

In addition, the purchase pretreatment 
equipment – to spread calcium chloride before 
the snow falls – at a cost of $9,980 was approved 
as was a 12-foot-wide snow plow – for one of 
the village's larger trucks – in the amount of 
$6,500.

Jackstadt announced that the next Village 
Board meeting, scheduled for Oct. 28, will be 
conducted at Fire Station No. 1 on Main Street 
near the Covered Bridge.

Each year, the board selects an alternate 
location to meet, having conducted business in 
the Yanda Log Cabin, Public Works Garage and 
Glen Carbon Elementary School previously.

Nov. 11, Veterans Day, would be a meeting 
date for the board. Jackstadt said, however, the 
meeting will be pushed back to Nov. 12.

Continued from Page 1

Williams said it would also still carry a full warranty.
The vacuum excavator uses a stream of water to cut through the dirt 

and then sucks it up.
A motion and second were made and the purchase was approved.
The purchase will be up for approval by the city council.
The committee also approved an ordinance for the placement of three 

stop signs to be placed at the intersection of Willow Creek Drive and Coles 
Court.

Stamer said the committee was fine with the placement of the stop signs 
but had a problem with the suspension of rules, with the consensus being 
the suspension of rules should be an exception not a norm.

“I think that, generally, when we pass something on first reading it is 
because time is of the essence or there is a project that needs to get moved 
along and it just seemed unusual when Public Works said it wasn’t a 
pressing issue.” 

Alderman Tom Butts said after the meeting. “It isn’t that I’m against 
putting the stop signs in, I just was curious why we were doing this.” 

Stamer further pointed out that passing it on first reading would limit 
people’s opportunity to be a part of the process.

The ordinance was approved and will up for approval by the city coun-
cil.
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The students also raised and donated more than  $2,500 in funding 
to a variety of  causes, such as the African Vision of Hope Gift of Life 
program that helps less fortunate children in Zambia to have life-sav-
ing surgeries.

Every year the club hosts numerous fundraising events, and when 
the students were brainstorming which organization they wanted to 
support, Pontious said that one of the club's officers read a story about 
“3 Little Birds 4 Life” and suggested they support it.  

The 3 Little Birds 4 Life organization, established in 2010 by Ashley 
Swip of Collinsville who lost her brother to cancer, raises funds to grant 
wishes for adults between the ages of 18 and 40 who are managing can-
cer in the U.S.  To date, the organization has granted over 100 wishes to 
individuals battling cancer and continues to strive to make a difference 
to those facing difficult times.

Pontious said that when the students learned about  3 Little Birds 
4 Life that they liked how the organization fit in with other organiza-
tions they had already supported.  “We had actually done a Walk for 
Wishes previous to that.  We liked the idea of expanding that beyond 
just youths who are dealing with cancer and terminal illnesses,” she 
said.  “We took a vote and it was unanimous. Everyone was on board 
and really excited to raise money for the foundation.”

That's where Nancy Schneider from the Chef's Shoppe came into 
the picture.  “In the past, we've done the catalog sales that every high 
school group seems to do.  Where you get a catalog and you sell the 
stuff in it and people buy it because they want to support the club 
and then we pass it out,” Pontious explained.  “We had done candy 
and popcorn sales the year prior from a catalog. Once we got it in we 
weren't super enthused about the quality of it, and it was a little over 
priced because you have to raise money.  So we went to Nancy, she is a 
Rotary member, and we said, 'We'd love to work with a local organiza-
tion. Would you be interested?  Is there anyway you could help us out.  
Or could we toss around an idea to help each other.'”

Schneider was happy to help.  She and her marketing team came 
up with a Chef's Shoppe gift card fundraiser which the students sold.  
“Nancy came up with a special packaging for the fundraiser,” Pontious 
said.  “It comes in a specific size bag that you can't buy normally.  And 
then she donated back a percentage of proceeds back to our club.  She 
was very generous in doing that as well.”

The EHS Interact Club members were able to recently write  3 Little 
Birds 4 Life a check for $500.  Swip visited EHS for the formal check 
presentation.  “It was the first year so we kind of hit the ground running 
with it.  This year we're already planning on how to make it bigger and 
better. We're working with Nancy currently on that,” Pontious added.  

The club is hoping to kick off another Chef's Shoppe gift card fund-
raiser yet this fall as they plan to raise money for Anderson Hospital's 
intensive care unit. 
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For the kids
Members of the Edwardsville/Glen Carbon Chamber of Commerce joined staff members from Bella Milno recently to open the 
Bella Milano Restaurant Exhibit at the Edwardsville Children's Museum, located 722 Holyoake Road. For more information, visit 
www.edwardsvillechildrensmuseum.org or call 692-2094.
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Alton Symphony set to open season
For the Intelligencer

The Alton Symphony Orchestra will begin 
their 70th anniversary concert season at 7 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 18, with “Bach Beethoven 
and the Big Band” at Hatheway Cultural 
Center on the campus of Lewis and Clark 
Community College in Godfrey.

The L&C Jazz Band, directed by Tim 
Jarden, will join ASO for several selec-
tions featuring the music that welcomed 
the service men and women home after the 
war. The concert is a musical commemo-
rative of the early ASO performances with 

Beethoven’s Symphony No. 1, shared with 
Big Band music charts of the World War II 
era.  

 The VFW color guard will present the 
colors followed by the orchestra playing 
the national anthem to open the concert.  
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 1 was performed 
during one of ASO early concerts. Maestro 
Williams wanted to recreate the feel of that 
time and perform selections from ASO’s ear-
liest concerts.  

 “Maestro Shane Williams pays constant 
attention to details, assuring each concert 
to be an exciting event for all,” ASO pres-
ident Jerre Honke said. “He is taking the 

community by storm and to his credit, the 
orchestra’s growth is at an all-time high. 
Maestro Williams has given ASO a new 
motto, ‘Making Music Come Alive for All.’”

 “I want the audience to feel the passion 
and joy of making the music come alive, 
through each performance,” Williams said.

  Season tickets are available by calling 
(618) 463-6933 or may be purchased at the 
door.   Adult season tickets are $30; seniors 
62 and over are $15. Single tickets for the 
Oct. 18 concert are $10 for Adults and $5 
for seniors. Tickets are available at Halpin 
Music or at the door.  Children and Lewis 
and Clark students, faculty and staff are free. 


