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“Our staff is facilitating activities, 
but Girl Scout programs are very 
interactive — the girls themselves 
are laying the groundwork for their 
futures," she said. "In the secure 
setting that the Madison County 
Detention Center provides, the girls 
are becoming confident to discuss 
their goals and the challenges they 
face reaching them.

"The girls and GSSI staff are work-
ing together to help the girls dis-
cover ways to overcome obstacles 
and feel empowered to make positive 
choices.”

She added: “The girls at the 
Madison County Detention Center 
seem excited to explore who they are 
and what they want from life — and 
most importantly, to learn the skills 
that can help them achieve these 
goals."

Villie M. Appoo, CEO of the Scouts 
group, said the mission of Girl 
Scouting is to build girls with the 
courage, confidence and character to 
make the world a better place.

“Girl Scouting truly makes a dif-
ference in each girl’s life,” she said.  
"We are grateful for this opportunity 
to serve girls at the Madison County 
Juvenile Detention Center and to pro-
vide them with a positive Girl Scout 
leadership experience.”  

The Detention Center is a 21-bed 
facility used as the county's tempo-
rary placement center for juveniles 
awaiting court decisions on their 
cases. Correctional officers work 
mainly at this facility. The main func-
tions of the facility include provid-
ing teaching for continuing education 
while juveniles are housed in the 
facility, internal and community rec-
reational opportunities for the juve-
niles and the provision of counseling 
and social services activities relative 
to the individual cases. 

Girl Scouts of Southern Illinois is a 
not-for-profit organization that serves 
nearly 14,000 girls and 4,800 adult 
volunteers in more than 40 counties 
in southern Illinois.
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"Reggie and Mardra have been 
standouts in the jazz world for many 
years," Walker said. "They are world-
wide performers located here in 
Edwardsville. Personally, I have seen 
them perform many times, and they 
are at their best when they include 
the jazz organ, Mardra's vocals and 
combine it with the talents of Rick 
Haydn and Miles Vandiver. This will 
be a 'best of the best' concert."

Walker said the Thomases will be 
missed. "This is the end of an era 
and the breakup of a group that has 
performed together for decades," he 
said. "We will miss being able to 
experience their unique style and 
sound. Maybe if we're lucky, there 
will be a reunion tour someday. Until 
then, I'm looking forward to the con-
cert at the Wildey."

The Thomases are hoping people 
will come out and have a good time 
on Sunday.

“The music we play is less about 
being intellectual and more about 
having a good time,” Reggie Thomas 
said. “We play a mix of jazz stan-
dards and our own personal inter-
pretations of pop standards.”

The event is expected to be a glori-
ous occasion for the Thomases play-
ing in the historic building, and for 
those watching and listening to the 
music. But in the end, it may also be 
a poignant farewell.

Thomas said he and his wife are 
both sad to leave the area, but he 
could not pass up this opportunity. 
“MSU has a growing jazz program,” 
he said. 

Reggie Thomas was born and 
raised in East St. Louis, graduated 
from Western Illinois University 
and completed his graduate work at 
SIUE. He immediately received a job 
teaching there, and he has lived in 
the Edwardsville and Glen Carbon 
area ever since with his wife.

Along with being a full-time pro-
fessor, Reggie performs across the 
country and around the world. He 
just returned from a residency at 
Barbican in London  and a perfor-
mance at Dizzy’s Coca Cola Club at 
Lincoln Center in New York City. 

Reggie met Mardra about 25 years 
ago while performing with a local 

theater group called Unity. 
Mardra grew up in a military fam-

ily and had traveled all over when 
she landed in Edwardsville nearly 30 
years. Unity was her start in theater 
and she later began singing. One 
place she performed was a jazz club 
in Glen Carbon called Cottonwood 
Pub. She said her break came when 
she opened for an event at SIUE 
celebrating Dizzy Gillespie’s 70th 
birthday. She now performs solo in 
festivals, concerts, clubs and theater 
companies and with her husband, 
and she is known for her realistic 
portrayal of Billie Holiday.

Her voice can also be heard in radio 
and television spots and highlighted 
on recordings including “Fade To 
Blue” by Max Jazz Records and the 
recently released “Standard Times” 
by Victoria Records. Reggie’s music 
is also on those albums as well with 
other renowned recorded artists. 

The Thomases still try to work 
together on projects when they can, 
whether it be in live performances or 
in the recording studio, and they plan 
to continue their performing careers 
in Michigan. Mardra got an early 
taste of the music scene there, per-
forming in the East Lansing Summer 
Solstice Festival. “They were very 
receptive,” she said.

They'll also be looking back toward 
a place they come to call home, say-
ing they will miss the bike trails, 
concerts in the park, the Route 66 
Festival, Bonifest and more. Mardra 
learned the area well during her 
years selling real estate. "I didn’t 
have to sell Edwardsville and Glen 
Carbon,” she said. "It was a truly 
wonderful place to live."

Reggie added: “We are going to 
miss it.”

And they will miss their friends 
and family, but especially some 
grandchildren, whome they do plan 
to see as often as they can. 

Tickets for the concert are $25, or 
for $40 for tickets that also include a 
private post-concert reception. They 
can be purchased at www.wildeythe-
atre.com or the Edwardsville Parks 
and Recreation Department at 692-
7538 or 118 Hillsboro Ave. If tickets 
remain on the day of the event, they 
will be available at the ticket booth 
one hour before the performance.
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"I rode everywhere," she added. "I knew every 
street in town and a lot of the roads outside of town.”

Becker, an only child, moved with her family in 
1941 to live with her grandmother in Grantfork for 
a few months while her father began a new job in 
Alton. During that short stay, her mother helped her to 
decorate herself and her bicycle for the town’s annual 
homecoming children’s parade.

 “Grandma had a yard full of hollyhocks," Becker 
said. "My mother took hollyhocks and strung them all 
over me and the bicycle."

A photograph that her mother took of her with her 
bicycle is one of only a couple Becker has of her origi-
nal bicycle.

Adventures in Edwardsville
Shortly thereafter, Becker’s family moved to 

Edwardsville near the corner of Grand and Union 
streets and the adventures began again.  Becker remi-
nisced about riding “all over the west side” of town 
and about “bike hikes” that she and other area Girl 
Scouts would do regularly.

“For a number of years, the Norman Flagg family 
invited us to spend an overnight on their wraparound 
porch. We learned to make a Klondike bedroll, which 
we tied on our bikes along with other necessities and 
rode up to Route 159 from Edwardsville past Route 
140 to the Flaggs, spent the night and rode back home 
the next morning. There was a whole string of us. It 
was a lot of fun. Can you imagine doing that now?” 
she said.

As Becker grew older and eventually married her 
husband Les, the bicycle was used at times by their 
four children, but then it went into storage in the attic. 
Several times, Les encouraged her to sell it, but she just 
couldn’t part with it. It was a childhood treasure.

Recently the Beckers' lift chair broke and Brian 
Ingersoll, a friend of their  son Ken, repaired it. But 
Ingersoll also restores vintage bicycles as a hobby.

“Kenny told him we had one in the attic, so when 
he got done fixing our chair, they got the bike out and 
he got so excited about this bicycle. I said, ‘Well, you 
can have it.’”

Ingersoll explained that Becker’s Elgin bicycle was 

a brand sold by Sears prior to World War II and with 
a unique style.

 “If you look at an automobile from, say, 1940, it’s 
just more or less a cube of steel and it didn’t have 
much style to it for the most part," he explained.  
"Comparatively, if you look at kids’ bikes from the 
same era they were hugely flamboyant — absolutely 
over the top — tons of chrome, paint, stripes and 
lights. That’s where it was at. That’s an era that’s really 
gone now."

Ingersoll said he could understand Becker’s attach-
ment to the bicycle because it was “a big deal for kids 
to have a bike” during this time of war and the post-
Depression era.

“I think we’re so out of touch with the way things 
were then during the war, because we’re involved 
in a couple of wars right now, yet we can go to Wal-
Mart and buy absolutely anything we want," he said. 
"During the war then, everything was put on hold. You 
couldn’t get rubber. You couldn’t get rubber tires for a 
bicycle, let alone an automobile.” 

The end of the story
After Ingersoll restored the bicycle, he brought it for 

Becker to see.  She  wanted badly to ride it, but better 
judgment prevailed and she merely sat on it.

 “I looked like I was going to try to ride it, and 
everyone was standing around ready to hang onto the 
bicycle,” Becker said with a chuckle. "I thought OK, 
this is great, but it’s not for me anymore."

Ingersoll was proud to have restored the bicycle and 
plans to post photos of it on his bicycle restoration 
website, www.thomas-cycles.com.

 “That’s what was doubly cool. There are pictures 
of her as a child with her bike, and then I have photo-
graphs of it when I got it, which was after decades of 
storage and her kids had used it,” he said. 

The story comes full-circle with the photograph of 
her restored bicycle. But the next step is undecided. 
Ingersoll's been using it to show what bikes used to 
look like, and they've discussed giving it to historians 
to display or selling it to a collector. 

“It was just a junky, clunky old bike when her chil-
dren were kids," Ingersoll mused. "It was just that 
much more meaningful for me to be able to restore it 
to the original style. It’s a really neat story.”

SIUE's Carr teaches tomorrow's public servants
In these times, there are many arguments 

floating around about the proper scope of 
government. Should it be large or small? 
How can it be made more efficient?

Should more power rest with states and 
localities or at the federal level? Politicians 
inevitably end up on the receiving end of 
these opinions — and complaints. Yet, most 
people do not realize that the majority of 
individuals who work for the government 
— at all levels — are not politicians but pub-
lic servants.

Also little realized is the fact that many 
of those individuals are actually trained as 
professional administrators.

A local educator who trains those profes-
sionals is T.R. Carr. Born in Miller, Ark., 
a small rural community about 60 miles 
from Little Rock, Carr received his bach-
elor’s degree from Minot State College in 
North Dakota and his master’s and doctoral 
degrees from the University of Oklahoma. 
He decided to pursue an academic career 
while in the U.S. Air Force, and today he is a 
professor in the department of public admin-
istration and policy analysis at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville.

Given all the political controversies about 
government and politics, one wonders if 
there is a decreasing interest among college 
students to pursue careers in government.

“Some students are hesitant to get involved 
in the public sector because of fear of getting 
involved in politics,” Carr said. “There is an 
increase in the number of people wanting to 
get into the non-profit organizations. We see 
international students really interested in 
getting in the non-governmental organiza-
tions.”

One area of Carr’s research involves how 
to improve the court system, and he has 
studied the issue of termination of parental 
rights by Illinois courts.

“People think that they can always get 
things resolved by going to court, but our 
court system is very slow because it is based 
on deliberation,” explained Carr. “Most of 
the public really lacks an understanding 
about how the court system works.”

Another field of Carr’s research relates 
to how the court system deals with mental 
health issues. “Mental health is an area that 

has not received sufficient funding to meet 
the needs of individuals with mental issues,” 
Carr said. “So, how do we provide services 
to the population that has long-term, chronic 
conditions?

"Elected officials do not seem willing to 
take on that task," he added. "There is no 
termination point for treatment, which runs 
contrary to the way our health system is 
designed to deal with when it comes to 
funding.”

He cites the case of autism as an example. 
“The number of children with this condition 
is rising dramatically, and the need for those 
individuals is a life-long one,” Carr said. 
“How are we going to pay for that?”

Another health area in which he has 
worked — one that is considered by some 
public health officials to be an epidemic in 
this country — is obesity among women and 
children.

“Many women are providers for their 
families, which increases their stress,” Carr 
said. “We discovered the difficulty of many 
working women is a matter of lifestyle and 
family relationships.”

For children, Carr said that a major con-
tributor to childhood obesity is the high-fat 
diets in many school cafeterias.

Carr’s knowledge in the area of public 
administration comes not only from aca-
demia but also from his 10-year experience 
as mayor of the city of Hazelwood, Mo., a 
city of about 26,000 people.

“Although on paper it was a part-time job 
with a city manager dealing with day-to-day 
issues, it is really time-consuming,” Carr 
said. In most cities the size of Hazelwood, 
the mayors are not career politicians, but the 
mayor still has to deal with political rela-
tions. He encourages young people to get 
involved in local government.

“Local government affects our everyday 
lives, from garbage service, sanitation, police, 
and fire protection, to parks, recreation and 
streets. It really does everything that affects 
our quality of life,” Carr said. Yet, he is clear 

about the important roles played by both the 
state and the federal governments.

“Without the federal government we 
would lose our banking system, national 
defense, trade, and monetary system, while 
state governments deal with infrastructure 
issues such as highways,” he explained.

Carr said he is aware that the taxpayers 
are keen on seeing more efficiency in gov-
ernment.

“The public argues that they want a 
more efficient government. But there is also 
demand to access and services. And the two 
are not always compatible,” Carr said.

He added that he does foresee changes in 

the structure of government in America in 
the next two or three decades.

“We will probably see an increased level of 
concentration of authority in the feds, and, 
therefore, more conflicts between the states 
and the feds while the local governments 
take on more responsibilities,” he said.

Despite all these discussions on the 
American system of government, the depart-
ment of public administration and policy 
analysis at SIUE has many international 
students, particularly from developing coun-
tries. Most of them are interested in running 
not-for-profit organizations when they go 
back to their home countries, and that is 

something they learn while at SIUE.
Carr cites numerous success stories of 

SIUE graduates. “We have examples of stu-
dents developing programs that foster jobs 
in Ethiopia and successful fundraising ini-
tiatives within the international commu-
nity,” he said. “They are really promoting 
change.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard 
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 
88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.

Aldemaro Romero
Campus Talk

T.R. Carr, a former mayor, teaches one of his classes at SIUE about serving as public administrators.
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Melora Becker's bike — before Brian Ingersoll went to work on it.
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Woman suspect
beaten with bat

WASHINGTON PARK (AP) — A 
southwestern Illinois woman sus-
pected of driving off after running 
over four people has reported being 
severely beaten with a baseball bat 
by one of the victims’ relatives a day 
after being released from jail.

The Belleville News-Democrat said 
police in Washington Park haven’t 
made any arrests in Saturday’s beat-
ing, which required the 52-year-old 
woman to have 182 staples put in her 
head to stop the bleeding. The woman 
also sustained a broken thumb, frac-
tured eye socket, a broken hand and 
bruises.

The woman is suspected of run-
ning over four people with her car 
during an altercation July 3. She says 
she did so after fearing for her life.

Blagojevich back in court
CHICAGO  (AP) — Overdue paper-

work could land Rod Blagojevich in 
hot water with a judge after pros-
ecutors complained that the former 
governor hasn’t met conditions 
keeping him out of jail as he awaits 
sentencing on convictions including 
that he tried to sell President Barack 
Obama’s vacated Senate seat.

Immediately after jurors at his 
retrial found Blagojevich guilty last 
month on 17 of 20 charges, Judge 
James Zagel told the broke politician 
to use his spacious home in Chicago 
and a condo in Washington, D.C., to 
secure his bond as a guarantee he 
would not flee. 

But prosecutors alleged in a fil-
ing this week that Blagojevich has 
failed to turn in all the necessary 
documentation, which had included 
title reports, appraisals and mort-
gage statements. They asked Zagel to 
order Blagojevich to show up in court 
Friday to hand the papers over. 

The 54-year-old and his attor-
neys, the filing went on, should be 
“admonished by the court regarding 
the consequences of violations of the 
defendant’s conditions of release.”

In a separate court document, pros-
ecutors said they would be in court 
to formally present their motion on 
Friday. 


