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Sometimes we forget about the French 
influence in American history and cul-
ture, including the role that France 
played in America’s independence. 
Recent popular books, such as histori-
an David McCullough’s “The Greater 
Journey,” explores the intellectual and 
artistic influence France has had on the 
United States. But there are many oth-
ers who research Franco-American rela-
tions and the importance of this rela-
tionship. One is Anne Juneau Craver, 
who recently delivered a lecture on the 
French influence on St. Louis during a 
lecture at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. 

A native of St. Louis, Craver obtained a 
number of degrees from the Sorbonne in 
Paris and from St. Louis University. She 
received her doctorate in comparative 
literature from Washington University 
in St. Louis and a law degree in inter-
national and comparative law from St. 
Louis University. From an early age she 
showed a great deal of interest in lan-
guages. 

“I started my French studies at the 
Academy of Visitation in the first grade 
and when I got to high school I began 
to get a little bit bored so they allowed 
me to add Spanish,” she said. “Then one 
summer before my senior year of high 
school, a friend of mine and I discovered 
the Mark Twain Summer Institute con-
nected with Washington University. So 
when we saw Chinese it just jumped out 
at us. I have to say I have always enjoyed 
Chinese cuisine.” 

Craver then decided to go to France. 
She thought that in order to really learn 
a language you have to live for a while in 
a country where that language is spoken.

“This is what I told my parents,” she 
said. “I said, ‘I’ve studied all this French 
language but I’m still not getting the flu-
ency.’ There is so much that doesn’t exist 
in books. I mean the books I was deal-
ing with back then were really limited 
in presenting the culture and idiomatic 
expressions.” 

Anyone who has learned a foreign lan-
guage knows that there are some expres-
sions that are used in everyday life that 
you can’t learn from books.

 “I encouraged all of my students when 

I was teaching to go to France, but it costs 
money,” she said. “That’s why when I 
was a teacher during my master ’s pro-
gram at St. Louis University, I went to the 
department and I asked why we couldn’t 
offer a basic conversational course for 
students who had one year of university 
French. They said they couldn’t pay me 
for it, and I said that was fine.” 

After one year she had students telling 
her they couldn’t afford to go to France 

but they really wanted to improve their 
conversational skills.

“So I told them we could meet one, 
two, or three times a week,” she said. “I 
had a group of 12 students that would 
come at different times and we just 
spoke. I would tell them to just speak 
like they would in English and not to be 
embarrassed. I just want you to speak.” 

Although most people in this geo-
graphic area have a general idea that 

there is French influence in St. Louis 
– because of the city’s name and the 
Louisiana Purchase – the American pub-
lic in general, as well as people who live 
in St. Louis, do not have a full under-
standing of the French influence in the 
city.

“I don’t think they do,” said Craver. 
“I think they have some notion, that 
we were founded by two French men, 
Pierre Laclede and Auguste Chouteau, 

but beyond that they really feel like, 
‘What do we have around us that is really 
French anymore?’ And we have, unfortu-
nately, very little around us to show.

“When I came to SIUE I was very hon-
ored to speak about a French newspaper 
published in St. Louis and its editor. I 
was able to compose a map of French 
businesses that were located underneath 
of where the Arch is today. First Street in 
the day was Main Street, and, of course, 
those streets had French names before 
the mayor and the aldermen changed 
that in 1826. They wanted to be more 
like Philadelphia, and gave the streets all 
names of trees,” Craver explained.

There was, she added, at least a portion 
of the population in St. Louis that, even 
all the way to the 19th century, were com-
municating in French, despite an influx 
of Germans and Italians. That language 
barrier created some cultural clashes. 

“The French were pretty appalled when 
the Germans came to town because the 
Germans love their beer,” she explained. 
“We had at one time 32 breweries going 
before prohibition. That is why the French 
started to move south into the Soulard 
neighborhood. They wanted to distance 
themselves from the Germans and their 
drinking. The French enjoyed the finest 
wine still and certain etiquette and they 
really didn’t understand this German 
culture coming in with their drinking.” 

According to Craver, the French spo-
ken in St. Louis at that time was a bit 
different from that which was spoken in 
France. “In addition to that, what I found 
is an incorporation of English words 
into the language, as we find in Canada 
today. Sometimes the word is used in 
English and sometimes in French in the 
middle of a French sentence.” 

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be 
reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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Dr. Craver at the tribute to Andrée Chedid at the Librairie l’Harmattan, Espace Méditerrané, Paris, France, June 
15, 2012.
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While the kids were reeling in 
the fish, volunteers from the Tiki 
Bar Bass Club were frying up 
fish fillets and serving side dish 
items donated by Gilligan’z and 
Behme’s, both located in Holiday 
Shores.

Several years ago, at the first 
kid’s fishing tournament, the 
club filleted the fish that the kids 
caught and fried them up for 

eating. 
“It was hard work filleting all 

those tiny fish,” Suttles recalled. 
“We’ve moved on from that.”

Jacob Wahl, age 7, who will be 
entering second grade at Leclaire 
Elementary in the fall, was casting 
near the shore looking for his sev-
enth catch of the day. He said that 
he likes to fish with his dad and 
had to throw one fish back.  

His father, Jeff, was nearby giv-
ing him a few pointers and cheer-
ing him on.

 “Jacob’s goal for the last five 
years is to catch a catfish but so 
far he hasn’t done it,” Jeff Wahl 

said. “The whole family comes 
out. We look forward to it and 
write it on the calendar every 
year.” 

On the other side of the grassy 
point at Lakeside Marina, Zack 
Schmidt, age 10, was getting point-
ers from his grandpa, Guy Schmidt.  
Zack wasn’t sure how many fish 
he had, but when he pulled up his 
stringer out of the lake, his grandpa 
guessed about twenty fish – and in 
a matter of a minute, he was reeling 
in yet another one. The young-
ster said that he and his grandpa 
walked around to different areas to 
fish during the event.  His brother, 

Alex, age 7, was close by filling his 
own stringer.

Tournament statisticians Laurie 
Boeser and Karla Suttles recorded 
the tournament weights.

Father and son Terry and Nathan 
Bowser assisted with removing the 
fish from the stringers.

Terry Bowser said that holding 
a kids fishing tournament is a 
good way to manage the lake’s 
small fish population. 

“Little fish like this will kill off 
a lake – too much competition for 
the other fish,” said Bowser. “This 
(Holiday Lake) is one of the best 
bass lakes in Illinois.”
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“Defending the Caveman,” a one-man play 
that was a hit on Broadway and has since played 
Las Vegas and many other cities, will stop at the 
Wildey Nov. 14-15. Tickets will go on sale in a 
few weeks.

“The ink isn’t dry yet, but we’re going to bring 
in a couple indie rock bands that should appeal 
to students at SIUE and a lot of other people as 
well,” Canal said. 

Hotel California, an Eagles tribute band, 
returns on Sept. 12 after selling out in its previ-
ous appearance. Yesterday, a Beatles tribute, is 
back at the Wildey on Dec. 7.

Classic rock bands can look forward to an 
evening with Firefall on Sept. 26. Leo Kottke, a 
virtuoso of the 12-string guitar, will appear on 
Oct. 24.

Canal is already booking well into next year, 
as ex-Byrds lead singer and guitarist Roger 
McGuinn is slated to appear at the Wildey in 
early May 2015.

“Every year we do a winter concert series 
with a lot of local acts, and we’re working on 
that,” Canal said. “One thing we’ll have for 

that is Dueling Pianos, which has been highly 
popular.”

The Wildey is moving its ticketing completely 
out of city hall starting July 7.  All tickets will be 
available at the group floor office at the theater.  
Normal business hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday and noon to 5 p.m. 
Saturday. 

On show days, the box office will remain open 
until the start of the show.  This also applies to 
phone sales. Tickets and event information will 
be available 24 hours a day at www.wildeythe-
ater.com. 

Tickets are available online at wildeytheatre.
com or by calling 307-1750.
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In addition to guests being able to 
peruse the beautiful art created by 
accomplished artists during the art 
fair, children will enjoy Edwardsville 
Art Fair’s Create It and Take It art 
section on Saturday where they will 
create their own take-away art proj-
ects. Art materials will be provided 
free for this children’s activity.

Fair hours will be from 7 p.m. to 10 
p.m. on Oct. 17, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Oct. 
18 and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Oct. 19.

The Edwardsville Art Fair organiz-
ers are also currently seeking volun-
teers which are vitally important for 
this event.  There are several areas 
volunteers can work in during the 
fair such as the Children's Create It 
and Take It tent, hospitality, the sou-
venir booth, the VIP tent and exhibit 
breakdown.  

Volunteers are especially needed 
in the area of hospitality which may 
include helping to provide meals, 
snacks, water and assistance to artists 
in setup, throughout the show, and in 
show breakdown.  “Hospitality vol-
unteers babysit the artist’s booth for 
them if they need to take a break. So 
someone trustworthy will sit with the 
art until the artist comes back,” Link 
elaborated. “Bringing them water and 
whatever they need to be comfortable 

because it’s a long weekend – its 
Friday night, Saturday and Sunday 
- and the artists need to be there. So, 
hospitality is key in making sure the 
fair is successful.”

Signing up to volunteer is easy on 
the EAC’s Web site under the “event” 
tab.  “If you click on sign up now, you 
get more specifics on signing up, and 
you can actually pick a time period 
and what you will be working on,” 
Link said.

In preparation for the event, the 
public can buy art cash now which 
can be redeemed at the Edwardsville 
Art Fair. “People can basically 
pre-purchase gift certificates for the 
art fair and give them as gifts so come 
October, if people want to go out and 
buy art at the art fair, they’ll be able to 
with their gift certificates,” Link said.

Art certificates may be purchased 
in $50 increments with a minimum 
$50 order on the EAC’s website or 
a pre-purchase form can be down-
loaded from their site and mailed to 
the EAC along with payment.

The first 200 patrons who pur-
chase a minimum of $300 in art cer-
tificates will receive a poster signed 
by the artist and two tickets to the 
VIP event.

In case of inclement weather, the 
Edwardsville Art Fair will be moved 
indoors at Edwardsville High School.  
“So it's a great partnership – the city, 
the school and the Art Center. It’s 
exciting, and I think it will be fun,” 
Link said.

EAC

The poster for the EAC's Edwardsville Art Fair features a 
drawing by local artist Dennis DeToye.
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Furst-Bowe named to national panel
For the Intelligencer

U.S. Secretary of Commerce Penny Pritzker 
has appointed Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville Chancellor Julie Furst-Bowe to 
the Board of Overseers for the Malcolm Baldrige 
National Quality Award. Board members serve 
three-year terms without compensation.

The Malcolm Baldrige National Quality 
Award is the highest level of national recog-
nition for performance excellence that a U.S. 
organization can receive. Congress established 
the Baldrige Program in 1987 to recognize U.S. 
companies for their achievements in quality 
and business performance and to raise aware-
ness about the importance of quality and per-
formance excellence in gaining a competitive 
edge.

To receive the Baldrige Award, an organi-
zation must have a role-model organizational 
management system that ensures continuous 
improvement in the delivery of products and/
or services, demonstrates efficient and effective 
operations, and provides a way of engaging 
and responding to customers and other stake-
holders.

“It is truly an honor to serve on the 
Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award 
board,” Furst-Bowe said. “I look forward to 
working with this talented group of highly 
respected leaders whose goal is to not only 
reward, but also improve organizational 
excellence in a highly competitive world-
wide economy.”

The board meets annually to review the 
work of the private sector contractor, which 
assists the director of the National Institute 
of Standards and Technology (NIST) in 
administering the Malcolm Baldrige Quality 
Award. The board makes suggestions for 
the improvement of the award process, as 
they deem necessary. The board reports the 

results of the award activities to the NIST 
director each year.

The board consists of approximately 11 mem-
bers selected on a clear, standardized basis in 
accordance with applicable Department of 
Commerce guidelines, for their preeminence 
in the field of organizational performance 
excellence. There is balanced representation 
from U.S. service, manufacturing, nonprofit, 
education and health care industries. The 
board includes members who are familiar 
with the quality improvement operations and 
issues relating to competition among manu-

facturing companies, service companies, small 
businesses, health care providers and educa-
tional institutions.

Including Furst-Bowe, the board members 
are:

Rulon F. Stacey (Chair), President and CEO, 
Fairview Health Services

Bryan Bushick, Founder and Principal, 
Falcon Health Solutions, LLC

Robert R. Hagans, Jr., Executive Vice 
President, AARP

Warren Harris, President and Chief 
Operating Officer, Tata Technologies

Gail L. Hendrickson, Executive Vice 
President, Alliance to Save Energy

Terry Holliday, Commissioner of Education, 
Kentucky Department of Education

Reatha Clark King, Corporate Director and 
Chairman of the Board, National Association 
of Corporate Directors

Brian Lassiter, President, Performance 
Excellence Network

Robert F. Pence, President and CEO, Freese 
and Nichols, Inc.

Liza Nickerson Seltzer, Executive Vice 
President, Applied Clinical Intelligence LLC

Paul Westbrook, Vice President, INOVA 
Health Systems

The Baldrige Program is the nation’s pub-
lic-private partnership dedicated to perfor-
mance excellence. Its mission is to improve 
the competitiveness and performance of 
U.S. organizations for the benefit of all 
U.S. residents. The Baldrige Performance 
Excellence Program is a customer-focused 
federal change agent that develops and dis-
seminates evaluation criteria, manages the 
Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award, 
promotes performance excellence and pro-
vides global leadership in the learning and 
sharing of successful strategies and perfor-
mance practices, principles and methodol-
ogies

Julie Furst-Bowe


