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America still fascinated by its own Civil War
The Civil War ended in 1865, yet it 

still seems to loom large in the minds of 
the American people. This fascination 
grows even larger with events such as the 
release of Doris Kern Goodwin’s “Team of 
Rivals” and Steven Spielberg’s adaptation 
of that book into the film “Lincoln.” But 
Hollywood is not alone in its fascination 
with this time period. A local expert on 
the war is Erik Alexander, an assistant 
professor in the department of historical 
studies at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville.  

“What I think draws people to history 
are stories with people, individual charac-
ters,” said Alexander. “When I was young 
I remember that I was always fascinated 
by Greek and Roman mythology. I always 
loved the stories. I went to college and I 
had high goals of becoming a classicist, 
but then I found out you have to learn 
ancient Greek and Latin.” Instead, he 
became a historian.

“I figured in American history you 
don’t have to learn a foreign language, 
but also with American history I got really 
interested in my own family’s history,” 
he said. “Once I started placing stories in 
context, for example, my great grandfa-
ther fought for the Union army during the 
Civil War, that got me hooked into learn-
ing more about those subjects and placing 
things within context.”

A native of Appleton, Wis., he grew up 
in Champaign, Ill., and received his bache-
lor’s degree in history from the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and his 
master’s and doctorate, also in history, 
from the University of Virginia. From an 
early age he was influenced in his deci-
sion to become a college professor by his 
family, which is almost entirely made up 
of musicians.

“My father is a professor of piano peda-
gogy at the University of Illinois,” he said. 
“I had two grandfathers, one was a choral 
conductor and the other was a band direc-
tor. So most of my family is made up of 
educators, although in music. Education 
was always a really natural choice for me 

even though I went with the humanities 
instead of music.” 

 Despite the fact that the American Civil 
War is a subject that has been studied 

for decades and that thousands of books 
have been written about it, Alexander 
said he thinks that there is much yet to 
be learned.

“Historical trends change and for the 
longest time the study of the Civil War 
was just the study of battles and gener-
als,” he explained. “I always joke with my 
students that when you think of military 
history you think of old maps with dotted 
lines and little rectangles. I don’t do that.” 
New trends in research have surfaced for 
historians. 

“Within the Civil War we have seen this 
flourishing of scholarship about emanci-
pation as a political and a legal process, 
but also as a social experience,” he said. 
“There is a lot of great literature about how 
the war affected those who weren’t fight-
ing. It wasn’t just battles and generals and 
fighting. It was women on the home front 
and the experience of African Americans 
embracing emancipation. Now we realize 
there are a lot of things we didn’t know 
about.” One of the most recent debates, 
he said, concerns whether or not the Civil 
War could have been avoided.

“I think even before the war started it 
has been the most persistent and preva-
lent debate,” Alexander said. “You have 
essentially two camps of historians that 
have waxed and waned in popularity. 
One camp is known as the fundamental-
ists. These people believe that the Civil 
War represented a fundamental conflict 
between the North and the South. Slavery 
is typically at the center of that conflict.  
Some would say it was a fundamental 
clash of different economic styles, the 
North as capitalistic with free labor, the 
South more industrial, agrarian, rural and 
anti-capitalistic.” There are other histori-
ans called the revisionists.

“Revisionists argue that not only was 
the war not inevitable, it was avoidable 
and oftentimes you could blame the war 
on politicians,” Alexander explained. “A 
lot of these historians are writing in the 
context of World War I and World War 
II. They look at the tragic loss of lives in 
those conflicts and then they look at the 
Civil War. More Americans were killed 
in that war than all others combined. The 
standard number used to be about 620,000 

Americans, but it has been updated to 
about 750,000 now.” Another topic he has 
been working on is the group known as 
the “know-nothings.” 

“They were a third party that was 
devoted to an anti-immigration platform 
and anti-Catholicism platform. Between 
1845 and 1854 there was a massive influx 
of immigration, primarily Irish residents 
who left Ireland in the wake of the potato 
famine and German residents who were 
leaving in the wake of political revolu-
tions,” he said. “In that period of time if 
you look at the proportions of immigrants 
to American citizens it remains the largest 
percentage of immigrants in United States 
history.”  This, like many other waves of 
immigration in history, caused great con-
cern among some people. 

“White Americans, especially in the 
North, in the cities, they saw all these 
immigrants and said that they were tak-
ing all the jobs, they are not learning 
English, they aren’t Americans, and there 
was a political backlash,” he said. “The 
‘know-nothings’ were a group dedicated 
to a backlash against immigration, devot-
ed to preventing citizenship and stopping 
immigration. They were called the ‘know-
nothings’ because initially they were a 
secret organization, they would meet in 
secret, and when members were asked 
about it they were told to say ‘I know 
nothing.’ They then went from secret 
organizations into a political party.” As 
the old saying goes, history does seem to 
have a way of repeating itself.

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be 
reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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"We are trying to be consistent with the neighborhood and consistent 
with what we understand is the city's goals as far the B-3 zoning, where 
we are trying to pull the building up front, kind of consistent with tradi-
tional neighborhood design creating a more walkable climate," Henderson 
said.

The proposed building will be one story with a partial basement and 
parking on the side and the rear.

With no other individuals in attendance to speak for or against the 
request, the public portion of the meeting was concluded and Hanson 
presented information about the board's standards for a variance, which 
the proposed variance met.

City staff's recommendation was to approve the variance request 
for the reduced setbacks, "contingent on the condition that in order to 
remain in keeping with the character of nearby structures, the applicant 
will commit to a building facade, which is substantially similar to the 
attached building rendering and will commit to a building and parking 
lot layout as submitted in the variance application," according to the 
staff report.

A question on the width of the street in the future was a point of con-
cern for board member Mike Pierceall. 

"West Street, in the comp plan or even in the future, does not look like 
it's going to be widened that would require any right-of-way acquisi-
tion," Pierceall asked.

Hanson answered that the 2010 comprehensive plan is not targeted for 
widening. Additionally it is his belief Route 157 extends all the way to St. 
Louis Street, which puts the burden of widening the street on the state.

With discussion over, a motion and second were made and the vari-
ance was approved with all present members voting in favor of it.

According to Henderson construction on the site is expected to begin in 
the spring of 2014 and the office will be open by the holidays in 2014.

Business continued to the a special use permit to allow for used car sales 
within a B-2 Commercial/Business district at 442 S. Buchanan.

Robert Goings, general operations manager for Kingdom Auto Center, 
which has opened first location in Edwardsville at 500 N. Main St. in 
August, was present seeking the special use permit. 

The property has previously been a used car lot and the special use per-
mit would allow the property to be once again be a used car lot.

Goings stated no changes would be made other than the name.
Hanson said city staff's recommendation was approval with a the limit 

of 30 for sale vehicles on the lot and eight parking spaces.
A motion and second were made to approve following the staff recom-

mendation. The special use permit was approved with all present mem-
bers voting for yes. 

Goings said projected opening of the new location is January of 2014.
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 DeToye elaborated, noting that when he taught 
at the high school, the only competitive art show 
was the SIUE art competition which is offered to 
schools across the St. Louis metropolitan area.  
"We always looked at that as an important place 
for us because it was the one place where we 
could compete against the other schools around 
us.  So when we started this we wanted to 
particularly target the Southwestern Conference 
schools," DeToye said.

EAC Executive Director Pat Quinn explained 
how the competition works.  "We write a formal 
letter every year inviting the schools to par-
ticipate," Quinn said.  "Each school gets to bring 
in five pieces that they've juried at the school 
level."

"So each school brings their top five," Dionna 
Boner Raedeke, the 2013 competition's juror 
said.

The Southwestern Conference includes 
Belleville West, Belleville East, Collinsville, East 
St. Louis, Granite City, O'Fallon, Alton and EHS.  
Individual medals of first, second and third and 
honorable mention are awarded, and the winning 
school receives a plaque.

Raedeke commented that she was excited to 

see the students' artwork in the competition.  "My 
husband teaches high school art (in St. Louis) and 
it's interesting because I think even from where I 
was at 20 something years ago, the level of work 
at high school is really strong.  It competes with 
college sometimes because the facilities are better, 
the technology is better, and the access to ideas is 
so much more broad than it used to be," Raedeke 
said.

"And the art education that teachers get now 
is so much better.  You can see that," said Robin 
Springer, who also worked as an EHS art teacher 
for 15 years.

"I think our culture is so visual – all our kids are 
so stimulated visually and that raises that level," 
Quinn pointed out.

"And I think also that this culture embraces 
creativity more than it did even 20 years ago.  
Everything is about individualism and authentic-
ity and creativity," Raedeke said.  "It's definitely 
much more of an open creative culture than it 
used to be, and so it's ripe for great stuff.  So I'm 
excited to see it.”

Raedeke felt the competition and exhibit were 
also an important process in validating students' 
artistic skills.  "The art gets put up on the wall 
and it's validation that it's not just sitting in a 
drawer, sitting on a table in a classroom," she 
said.

They pointed out that art is also a skill that 
needs nurturing.  "There are some students that 
really don't excel academically," Springer empha-
sized.  "But some of them will just shine in art, 

and it's really fun to see them blossom to where 
they are confident and say, 'Wow, I can do this.'”

"I think that's what really led Dennis to push 
this competition because he is such a proponent 
of art education and students.  His life has been 
all about students," Quinn said.

The Southwestern Conference Art Exhibit 
opening that took place recently was especially 
notable because it was kicked off with a dedica-
tion celebration in which the EAC named the 
student gallery after DeToye who is currently 
battling brain cancer.

Local residents Wilma Jene Bond and her 
husband Jack Butler, who have always sup-
ported the local art community and the EAC, 
donated a new student gallery sign that was 
presented at the dedication. Bond commented 
about DeToye's impact on students at EHS and 
how “he saved many.”  "I really do believe he 
did. I really believe that he did some chan-
neling with students into art and gave them a 
way of expressing themselves," Bond said.  "He 
nurtures them, and he still has tons of students 
that adore him yet he's been gone and they've 
been gone a long time.  He's revered and such a 
special individual."

The Southwestern Conference Art Exhibit can 
be viewed in the EAC's new DeToye Student 
Gallery from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday 
through Jan. 3.  The EAC is closed Sundays 
through Tuesdays.  The EAC is located in the 
southeastern corner of EHS.
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Glen Carbon police officers were able to locate Schuette and a follow-up 
investigation found that he was in allegedly in Walgreens stealing mer-
chandise, specifically miscellaneous medications with a total value less than 
$300.

Upon speaking with Schuette, officers were given consent to search his car. 
Drug paraphernalia was found and subsequently sent to the crime lab and 
tested positive for heroin.

Schuette was not in custody as of Nov. 25. A warrant has been issued for 
his arrest.

The Madison County State’s Attorney also filed alleged felony unlawful 
possession of cannabis with intent to deliver against Larry J. Moiser, 30 of 
2664 East 24th St., Granite City, on Nov. 13.

According to Zarr, a report of a driver on Route 159 driving recklessly was 
called in to Glen Carbon Police in the early evening hours of April 16. The 
suspect was located at one of the businesses on Route 159 and identified as 
Moiser. 

Officers were able to determine that Moiser was allegedly under the influ-
ence. In addition, Moiser had a warrant for his arrest.

The vehicle was towed and drug paraphernalia and a large amount of can-
nabis were allegedly found inside the vehicle.

The cannabis was sent to the crime lab and it was determined to be a 
felony.

Consent was given by Moiser to officers to search his cell phone where 
there was text messages allegedly indicative of drug dealing.

A search warrant was later issued and the text messages downloaded. 
Moiser was in custody as of Nov. 25 and a preliminary hearing has been set 

for Dec. 6 with Judge Kyle Napp.
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The Edwardsville Arts Center is currently showcasing works of high school students from around the Southwestern Conference.


