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Saxophone elicits passion among its players
The saxophone is one of the most popu-

lar musical instruments in contemporary 
music, common from jazz bands to even 
some selected symphony orchestras. Its 
melodic abilities and range has made it, 
in its different forms, a very palatable 
instrument to all ears. Someone who 
teaches how to play it is Jason Swagler, 
an assistant professor in the department 
of music at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. Despite his accomplish-
ments and passion for the instrument, 
he said he began his musical career more 
interested in guitar. 

“Even though I’m known as a saxo-
phonist I feel like I’m a guitarist trapped 
in a saxophonist’s body,” Swagler, a 
native of Centralia, Ill., said. “I always 
say the saxophone chose me. A couple of 
my family members played saxophone, 
but the only reason I ended up on saxo-
phone was not my choosing. On the day 
I got to try out all the instruments for 
the public school band, the band director 
selected the saxophone for me. I wanted 
to play drums because that was close to 
rock ‘n’ roll, but he told me, ‘We already 
have enough drummers, why don’t you 
try the saxophone?’” Despite his ini-
tial disappointment, his parents made 
the best of it and convinced him that it 
would be a good thing. 

“Fortunately for me, my grandpar-
ents had a great saxophone that was my 
uncle’s,” he said. “They dusted it off and 
that’s the same horn I continue to play.” 
Swagler went on obtain his bachelor ’s 
and master ’s degrees in music from SIUE. 
One of the reasons why the saxophone 
has become so popular, Swagler said, is 
its expressiveness.

“It’s got a beautiful tone quality in the 
upper register,” he said. “The lower reg-
ister has some very unique tone qualities 

and it can sound really beautiful and it 
can sound very harsh at the same time, 
so it has a wide range of expression that 
contemporary musicians have caught on 

to.” Swagler recently published a jazz 
album with a group of friends.

“We have played various shows togeth-
er through the years and we are good 

friends as well,” he said. “We decided 
one summer to put a project together and 
play an awful lot. We met on a weekly 
basis and just improvised and played 
through material. The album is sort of a 
culmination of those experiences through 
the summer.

“We went into the studio and the entire 
album is either first or second takes 
because we wanted to capture the spirit 
of the moment essentially and not try to 
overproduce and just kind of represent 
what we had been working on,” Swagler 
said. “Four musicians trying to commu-
nicate together after those experiences 
playing gigs and playing together that 
summer.” He chose “Rough Stuff” as the 
album’s title for a variety of reasons, he 
said. 

“A lot of times when we met to play, 
if it wasn’t at a gig we were meeting 
at my house,” he said. “I live in a very 
old house in Alton. It’s almost 200 years 
old, and my wife and I we are both avid 
preservationists and it’s always in vari-
ous states of rehabilitation, so that was 
a little rough. That summer, as well, we 
were supposed to perform a weekend at 
Jazz at the Bistro in St. Louis, but the day 
before those shows I got appendicitis and 
had to have my appendix removed. So 
that was a rough summer.” Unlike other 
albums that may take up to six months or 
more to complete, Swagler ’s project was 
done fairly quickly, in a day or two. 

“Some musicians try to make every-
thing as perfect as possible and they are 
trying to layer track on top of track,” 
he said, “where this is more the act of 
documenting a moment in time where 
musicians are coming together to create 
something and whatever happens, hap-
pens essentially. But there is some prepa-
ration that goes on ahead of time. In the 

case of these albums the preparation was 
either just playing a lot together or ‘gig-
ging’ a lot together and then deciding on 
repertoire and going into the studio and 
documenting it,” he explained. This, of 
course, means that improvisation is part 
of the process and that is not unfamiliar 
territory for jazz musicians like Swagler. 
In fact, he said he teaches that to his 
students.

“A lot of what an individual needs 
in order to learn to improvise is based 
not only on knowledge, but also on 
experience,” he said. “So sometimes an 
improvisation class is just a way to get 
musicians together to gain that experi-
ence through improvising and then talk-
ing about what worked and what did not 
and then offering suggestions, trying to 
get into the philosophy of how we, as 
musicians, improvise. People improvise 
all the time.” When it comes to assessing 
whether a student has what it takes to 
become a successful musician, Swagler 
said that there is no exact science.

“Sometimes it’s not as apparent, and 
sometimes it’s very obvious that a stu-
dent has ‘it’,” he said. “It usually takes 
a bit of time to kind of coax out things 
from students, but when a student really 
has ‘it,’ that’s apparent within 30 seconds 
I would say.” 

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be 
reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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Collinsville natives, Larry and 
Ginger Trucano, have been named 
Honorary Chair Couple of the 2013 
Anderson Hospital Gala.   “Larry 
and I are honored to have been cho-
sen,” said Mrs. Trucano.  “Anderson 
Hospital has been very important to 
our family.”   

“Our son, Jim, lives today because 
of the excellent care he received 
from the nurses and doctors at 
Anderson after a terrible truck acci-
dent,” explained Mr. Trucano.  “Our 
youngest daughter, Leslee, was diag-
nosed with breast cancer and has 
been cancer free for six years because 
of the surgeries and treatments she 
received at Anderson and the Cancer 
Center.”

“We were also blessed with three 
grandchildren, Megan, Luke and 
Faith, all born at Anderson,” said 
Mrs. Trucano.  “Anderson Hospital 
has and continues to be a blessing to 

our family.”
Virgina Trucano retired in 2005 

after 35 years with UMB Bank.  She is 
a member of the Anderson Hospital 
Board of Trustees and is currently the 
President of the Hospital Auxiliary.  
Larry Trucano is the Collinsville 
Township Highway Commissioner 
and has served on the Madison 
County Board since 1998.

The Anderson Gala, slated for 
October 12 at The Four Seasons Hotel 
in St. Louis, is Anderson Hospital's 
premier fundraising event.  Guests 
will enjoy a champagne reception, 
gourmet dinner, oral & silent  auc-
tion and entertainment.  The funds 
raised will support the Anderson 
Hospital Foundation, a not-for profit, 
tax-exempt, philanthropic corpora-
tion which allocates funds for capital 
projects and programs for Anderson 
Hospital.

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, contact Lori St. John at 
618-391-6426.
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“By raising the ISAT 'cut scores' in read-
ing and math, we’ve seen the expected drop 
in student performance, but this drop does 
not reflect on students as a group or indi-
viduals – we raised the bar on performance 
levels,” State Superintendent of Education 
Christopher A. Koch said in an ISBE news 
release. 

“We needed to raise our expectations at 
the elementary level so that students are on 
track for high school and eventually pre-
pared to succeed in college, career and daily 
life. As we map student performance over 
time on the new performance levels we’re 
seeing steady growth.”

The “steady growth” Koch refers to is an 
analysis that the ISBE has made of previous 
ISAT composite scores from 2009 to 2013 for 
only reading and math under the new cut 
scores. According to the ISBE news release, 
this analysis shows “significant growth over 
the past five years.”  It points to an increas-
ing overall performance on ISAT reading 
from 54.8 in 2009 to 59 in 2013.  “An analysis 
on ISAT math scores during that same five-
year time line shows an increase from 55.3 in 
2009 to 58.7 in 2013. The overall composite 

math and reading score increased from 55.1 
in 2009 to 58.8 in 2013,” the release states.

It also notes that the statewide composite 
score for students meeting and exceeding 
ISAT standards dropped from 82.1 in 2012 to 
61.9 in 2013.

The ISAT science composite score, which 
was not impacted by the raised "cut scores, 
"increased from 79.8 in 2012 to 80.0 in 2013.

While students in grades three through 
eight were assessed with the ISAT in 2013 and 
will again be in 2014, the ISBE announced in 
November of last year that it would be add-
ing 20 percent of test items from the new 
2015 Common Core Standards to the 2013 
ISAT test. “We were all surprised with the 
November announcement,” Hightower said 
during a Edwardsville District 7 School 
board meeting in January.  “We would all 
have preferred that the state piloted the test 
items and given districts a year to study 
and implement Common Core test items. 
However, this was not done.”

After the ISBE also announced the "cut 
score" changes, Hightower displayed tre-
mendous concern during local District 7 
school board meetings about the state’s 
decisions and also wrote letters to the ISBE 
outlining his concerns.  At the same time, 
Hightower began warning the District 7 
board of impending lower test scores to come 
and ensured them that the district would 
abide by the state’s requirements although it 

didn’t agree with them.  “This is not the way 
to move a process in if you are concerned 
about success,” he said at the same January 
Edwardsville school board meeting.  “You 
pilot – you work out the bugs.  Are we going 
to make excuses?  No.  Are we working with 
our teachers? Our administrators?  Yes, we 
are. Whenever there have been changes, we 
have not, in this district, made excuses. We 
have taken whatever the changes are. We 
are going to follow the law. There’s a time 
and place for disagreement and certainly 
we have a voice at the table in many, many 
instances – this is not one – but as we said 
to the principals, and they have conveyed 
(to staff), we will hold your hand, we will 
work with you.  We will make sure that we 
are ready to move through this process, and 
employees will not be left out there to fend 
for themselves.”

Hightower emphasized at Monday night’s 
school board meeting that although they were 
anticipating lower District 7 student ISAT 
scores to be reported, that the district’s stu-
dents are “still performing at a high level.” 

“Our students do not know less, and they 
continue to perform at the same high level as 
they’ve previously done,” he said.

The ISBE release further stated that it will 
debut individual school and district report 
cards that will “detail more robust informa-
tion about each school in the state” some-
time in late October.
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According to a law enforcement sworn 
report from Edwardsville Police Officer 
Andrew Feller, “the vehicle was on a public 
roadway which left its lane of travel and 
then the roadway, where it was involved 
in a crash. Driver had red, bloodshot eyes, 
slurred and confused speech and the strong 
breath odor of an alcoholic beverage.”

Howerton was arrested at 12:59 a.m. and 
subsequently refused a field sobriety test 
at 1:59 a.m. She was driving a 2009 Dodge 
Journey at the time of the accident, which 
was determined to be totaled.

Howerton had a minor injury and required 
no medical care.

The charge was elevated to a felony as a 
result of two previous incidents of drunk 
driving on March 25, 2011, and Nov. 29, 
2007. 

Howerton is currently not in custody. 
A preliminary hearing has been set for 

Sept. 20.

Also facing felony charges is Jared A Ross, 
20 of 3 White Oak Lane, Edwardsville.

Ross was charged with alleged disorderly 
conduct by the Madison County State’s 
Attorney on Sept. 9.

The incident occurred on Sept. 6 at 2 a.m. 
when Ross allegedly pulled the fire alarm at 
the 1000 block of Enclave Boulevard.

According to Edwardsville Police lieuten-
ant Mike Fillback, Ross was allegedly intoxi-
cated and claimed to have no recollection of 
the incident.

Ross was arrested at 2:32 p.m. on Sept. 6. 
Ross has since posted bail. 
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 The Somerset homeowners association has agreed to remove landscaping 
in preparation for the sidewalk project.

The board also approved the purchase of a new dump truck for $105,395 
for the street department.

Bowden said the purchase, which will be made from the Prairie 
International off the state bid list, was budgeted in the current fiscal year 
at $110,000.

Trustees also approved a proposal to conduct the Sixth Annual Health Fair for 
Glen Carbon employees on Oct. 18 at the Public Works Department’s garage.

Total costs to the village for the event are approximately $300.
Full-time village employees and their family members will be able to 

receive flu shots and, for separate charges, receive a number of screenings 
including prostate, thyroid and blood pressure. 
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Cutting in
Members of the Edwardsville/Glen Carbon Chamber of Commerce recently conducted a ribbon cutting ceremony with the staff 
of RunWell, LLC. The business is located at 100 East Vandalia Street in Edwardsville. For more information, call 791-5597 or 
visit www.runwellcoaching.com
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