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Miller studies Germany's economic history
Given the current financial woes of the 

European Union, Germany has suddenly 
become the focus of many news reports 
– and many controversies – due to its insis-
tence that other EU member states enact 
sometimes draconian economic austerity 
measures. 

“Germany is the largest economy in 
Europe and as such they do play a large role 
in determining what measures should be 
taken,” explained Jennifer Miller, an assis-
tant professor in the department of his-
torical studies at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. “I think there are some divi-
sions among Germans themselves about 
whether they see themselves as part of the 
European economy that doesn’t recognize 
national borders, or whether they see them-
selves as German citizens who are financing 
financial problems in other places in Europe, 
problems some feel were caused by other 
people’s missteps or lack of motivation to 
accept austerity measures.” 

Born in Mobile, Ala., Miller obtained her 
bachelor’s degree in German from Davidson 
College in North Carolina, and her master’s 
in women’s and gender studies and doctor-
ate in history, both from Rutgers University 
in New Jersey. Since early in her life she has 
been interested in Germany, its history and 
politics. One of the engines that have made 
Germany an economic powerhouse has been 
the integration of Turkish immigrants into 
German society, she said.

 “The largest xenophobic reaction against 
German minorities happened around 1990-
91, at the end of the Cold War,” Miller said. 
“Because that’s when you had the largest 
rate of unemployment in Eastern Germany. 
In addition to the Turks, all groups of for-
eigners, regardless of how long they’d been 
in Germany or what they added to the econ-
omy, were targeted randomly with xenopho-
bic attacks and slogans.” Today, Turks make 
up about 10 percent of the German popula-
tion, Miller said.

“Whether they are integrated is a tricky 
question,” she added. “In Germany all are 
thrown into a largely public school system 
where you sink or swim. They sort their 
students out at the age of 11 and determine 

whether or not they are going to college. If 
you don’t master the language by then or 
your parents are not involved in the school 
or are not fluent, you may not get on the 
track that best suits you.” Miller also thinks 
that the fact that Turks are Muslims has com-
pounded the problem.

“The most recent national census started 
counting Muslims for the first time,” Miller 
said. “And it’s interesting because not all 

Turks who came over were necessarily what 
you would think of today as strict Muslims.” 
Another issue is attitudes of Germans about 
their country’s past, both before and during 
World War II.

“I am from Alabama and we also have a 
dark history,” Miller said. “I know that when 
I say I’m from Alabama that that comes to 
a lot of people’s minds and it is part of the 
historical legacy of where I’m from. Just 

like I had several years of Alabama history, 
Germans also have large amounts of his-
torical classes on the Holocaust and school 
groups often visit museums and concentra-
tion camps. They are highly educated about 
what happened and I think that makes a 
difference in both cases, to make sure that 
people follow the history and understand 
what happened.” Another political ques-
tion is whether people from the former 

East Germany feel really integrated into the 
reunified Germany. 

“A historian would not say yes or no to 
something like that,” Miller said. “When 
Germany was reunified in the early 90s, 
the differences were very striking in terms 
of infrastructure, roads and services. There 
was a very high unemployment rate, espe-
cially among women because East Germany 
sought full employment. The West German 
model was more the male breadwinner 
model and didn’t really expect women to 
pursue a career. I think that in older genera-
tions they might feel that maybe they don’t 
have that much in common with their neigh-
bors in the West.” 

Miller published a work a few years ago in 
which she argued that the idea that the world 
is divided between Western Civilization and 
“everyone else” is wrong.

“The idea that the world is divided like 
that is not a good way to think about history,” 
she said. “It is not how we conduct research, 
and yet when we are in the classroom we are 
kind of forced back into the models that we 
can spend our whole graduate career break-
ing down. In this global world it seems an 
outdated concept. I think Gandhi is famous 
for saying when asked what he thought of 
Western Civilization, he replied” ‘Oh! I think 
that would be a good idea.’”

Miller’s next project is to work on the files 
of the defunct East German secret police 
known as Stasi. “I’ve gotten access to a large 
set of Stasi documents,” Miller said. “There 
are about 3,000 pages worth of Stasi files on 
Turkish guest workers who were crossing 
from the West into East Germany, and the 
Stasi watched them very carefully.” 

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard 
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 
88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.
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Big winners
The Dream Team won the annual Lincoln Middle School Dodgeball Tournament at the end of the school year. The tournament 
raised more than  $800 for Relay for Life.
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“This creates a uniform, common sense concealed carry program for 
Illinois citizens,” said state Sen. James Clayborne, D-Belleville, also in a writ-
ten statement. “This ensures a citizen’s Second Amendment rights and avoids 
the uncertainty of missing the June 9 deadline.”

State Sen. Dan Beiser, also of Alton, voted in favor of the bill as well.
The controversial bill was actually a hard-fought compromise between gun 

control advocates and gun rights advocates. It passed the House only after a 
heated, two-hour debate, Kay said. 

Kay said that Chicago lawmakers don’t like it because they fear it would 
increase their crime rates. The city has been battling a surge of gang violence 
and murders for the past year.

Kay predicted that that won’t happen. 
Kay said that if Quinn signs the bill it would give Illinois the strictest con-

cealed carry law in the nation. The law would prohibit people with a crimi-
nal or mental history from carrying guns in public, and gun owners would 
have to undergo 16 hours of training before they could be licensed, the most 
required by any state, Kay said.

In addition, when entering gun-free zones such as schools, taverns and 
parks, people would have to leave their guns in cars, according to Kay. 

The law would require Illinois State Police to issue a concealed carry permit 
to any gun owner with a Firearm Owners Identification card as long as that 
person pays a $150 fee, passes a background check and undergoes the 16 
hours of training.

Quinn’s signature would make Illinois the last state in the nation to allow 
concealed carry, though strictness varies from state to state.

Illinois had banned public possession of concealed weapons until December 
when the 7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled the ban unconstitutional. It 
ordered Illinois to drop its ban by June 9.

On Monday, Kay said he was concerned about a lack of action before the 
court’s deadline. “When the 7th Circuit Court tells you you must do some-
thing, your back is up against the wall,” he said. 

The Associated Press contributed to this story 
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He said he became interested in learning 
the language after watching Anime which is 
Japanese animated productions that feature 
hand drawn or computer animations.

He offered advice for incoming freshman 
saying, “Get involved – go and do a lot 
more activities.  Especially community ser-
vice,” Tim added.  “Or rather do something 
you really like and stick with it.  Find that 
one or two things that you really like to do, 
and just keep doing it.”

Tim has an older sister Cynthia who is 
a 2011 EHS graduate and also attends the 
University of Illinois in Champaign.

Salutatorian Tyler Goldammer also 
excelled in activities in addition to being 
an academic stand out. Tyler played bas-
ketball his freshman and sophomore years 
and football his freshman year.  Although 
he didn’t play in sports his last two years 
at EHS, he supported all EHS sports by 
leading EHS Orange Rush his senior year.  
Orange Rush is a student group that sup-
ports teams at high school sporting events.

Tyler was also president of Spanish 
Honor Society and Business Professionals 
of America his senior year as well as was a 
member of Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
during his first two years at EHS and the 
debate club his sophomore year.

He recalled his overseeing of a Feed My 

Starving Children fundraiser for NHS as 
one of his memorable moments from high 
school.  Through the suggestion and direc-
tion of Goldammer and fellow senior Mark 
Kaman, the EHS NHS raised $22,000 to bring 
a Feed My Starving Children mobile food 
packing unit to the high school.  During a 
community packing event on April 14, over 
500 volunteers packaged 108,864 meals. 

“That was a great experience all the way 
around,” Tyler commented.  “It was very 
cool and rewarding to see all the hard work 
come together, and it was even more special 
to see the whole community come together 
and make a difference in the world.”

“After every shift, they talked and gave 
an example of the kids they had saved, and 
they told us how many meals we made that 
shift and how many kids it would feed for 
a year,” Tyler said recalling the day of the 
meal packaging.  “It was very touching 
when you hear about the stories of the kids 
we are helping with all the meals we cre-
ated.  It was a really cool experience.”

Tyler plans to attend Indiana University 
in the fall and major in business.  “I plan 
to go into the business world and hope-
fully, one day, own my own business.  I 
love logistics and planning things out and 
setting policies and seeing it take course,” 
Tyler said.  “I like being in charge, and I 
like leading.”

Two EHS teachers that made an impact on 
Tyler were NHS Sponsor Carol Wilkerson 
and Economics Teacher Adam Koester.  
Tyler noted that Wilkerson was extremely 
helpful and encouraging throughout the 
year with their Feed My Starving Children 

fundraising efforts.  “And Mr. Koester was 
just a great teacher all the way around.  He 
was by far my favorite teacher.  He made 
learning fun, and I actually enjoyed learn-
ing in his class,” Tyler said.

Tyler credited Koester with him having 
an interest in pursuing a business degree 
saying, “At the beginning of the year, I was 
still thinking I might go with engineering, 
but through his class I realized I liked busi-
ness a lot more.”

Echoing Tim’s advice for freshman, Tyler 
advised them to “Definitely join as many 
activities as you can.  Do as much as you 
can.  Don’t ever think that like, “Oh I don’t 
want to overwhelm myself.””

“Really I think it’s better to get involved 
in more and then drop back and do less if 
you think it’s too much because otherwise 
you know that you’ll think about it and 
regret not doing enough in high school 
– like you didn’t meet enough people, make 
enough friends, do enough in high school,” 
Tyler added.  “And then really challenge 
yourself.  I think a lot of people go through 
freshman year because they are kind of 
afraid that high school will be too hard.  
But middle schools do a good job of prepar-
ing us for high school so don’t be afraid to 
challenge yourself.  The biggest thing I’d 
say is just meet as many people and make 
as many friends as you can while you’re 
here because high school is a really great 
experience if you make it that way."

Tyler is the son of Sarah and Buddy 
Goldammer of Edwardsville.  He also has 
a sister, Elise, who was a 2009 EHS gradu-
ate.
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The tile fundraiser is being led 
by Rotarians Nicole Kline, director 
of operations for Extra Help Inc’s 
Metro East office and Tina Johnessee, 
office manager and advanced plan-
ning director of Sunset Hill Funeral 
Home and Cemetery who explained 
the details about the tile fundraiser.

“The tiles are seven by seven 
inch ceramic tiles,” Kline explained.  
“They are $100 each.”

Kline emphasized that the tiles 
are not for businesses, but people 
only. “This is for kids – for families,” 
Kline said.  “If a 45 year old person 
wants to do it, that’s ok, but our 
main focus is kids.”

“It’s kind of a way to get the com-
munity involved,” Kline added.  
“This is for a family - like myself 
– I can’t write a $1,000 check, but I 
can do $100.  My daughter is three 
and her seeing that as she grows up 
in that park is pretty cool.”

Johnessee noted that it’s for the 
children which makes it extra spe-
cial.   “Only a handprint and a 
name will fit on the tile.  If your kid 
is writing their name and they run 
out of room, then that’s how it is.  
That’s what’s going to make it cool 
– it’s going to be unique to them.” 

Tiles can be purchased online 
at Airplaneparkplayground.org or 
through a Rotarian.  Kline and 
Johnessee also will be taking tile 
reservations at the Edwardsville 
Rotary’s tent during Route 66 this 

weekend as well as during the First 
Clover Leaf Bank’s Health Fair 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on July 20 
at the Goshen Road branch and 
during the Rotary’s Criterium on 
Aug. 17.  The tiles will be available 
to purchase until the beginning of 
September.

Once a tile has been reserved, the 
purchaser will be invited to attend 
a tile creation workshop where the 
person’s handprint and name will 
be imprinted in the tile. 

The first tile creation workshop 
has been scheduled to take place 
during First Clover Leaf Bank’s 
Health Fair on July 20.  Two addi-
tional workshops will be scheduled 
during the summer months as tiles 
are sold with the final tile workshop 
taking place during the building of 
the playground in September.

Rotarian and artist Dan Anderson 
will oversee the production of the 
tiles as he professionally bakes and 
prepares them for the architect who 
will include the tiles in her final 
construction plans for the play-
ground.

Kline pointed out that all funds 
they raise will go directly to the 
airplane park playground.  “If we 
go over budget in our fundrais-
ing efforts, we’ll find something 
extra to put into the park or use 
the extra funds for maintenance,” 
Kline said.

“It’s pretty cool,” Kline added.  
“We don’t have anything like it in 
Edwardsville.  And it will be cool 
for our kids.”

For additional information or 
questions, email handprint@air-
planeparkplayground.org.
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