
W elcome to the inaugural 

issue of the PAPA 

newsletter.  Our goal is to use the 

newsletter as a source of informa-

tion about events within the de-

partment and the accomplish-

ments of both students and alumni 

of the program.  The MPA degree 

program at SIUE is the largest 

MPA program in the St. Louis 

region and was fully re-accredited 

by the National Association of 

Schools of Public Affairs and Ad-

ministration (NASPAA).  Our 

graduates are working in local, 

state and federal agencies as well 

as the nonprofit sector and the 

private sector.  Program faculty 

are enhancing the reputation of 

the degree program through their 

active engagement in service and 

research activities.  Our internship 

program continues to provide stu-

dents with experience that equips 

them to enter the job market. 

 We would ask that you keep 

us informed about your accom-

plishments so that we can build a 

network of MPA alumni that can 

serve as a resource for current  

students as well as graduates in 

career development. 
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I  f you are planning to graduate this Fall, make sure to: 
 

Apply for graduation by August 25, 2008 (forms available at PAPA 
website or in PAPA office) 

Order academic regalia for the ceremony at the SIUE Bookstore.  
Check this website for more information: 

 www.siue.edu/commencement/preparing/academic_dress.htm 
 
 Fall Graduation is on Saturday, December 20, 2008 at 1:00 PM in 
the Vadalabene Center. 
 The PAPA Convocation is on Friday, December 12, 2008 at 6:30 PM 
in the Meridian Ballroom.  Further details will be forthcoming. 

Are You Graduating in Fall 2008?  

 

T.R. Carr, Ph.D. 

Department Chair, 

Internship Coordinator 

tcarr@siue.edu 
 

Drew Dolan, Ph.D. 

Program Director, Advisor 

ddolan@siue.edu 

 

(618) 650-3762 

Contact Information  

IMPORTANT DATES 

T  he PAPA Department offers challenging 

internships to prepare students for the 

workplace.  These internships provide valuable 

and practical work experience; the opportunity to 

work with local public and nonprofit organizations; 

and the ability to earn up to three hours of gradu-

ate credit.  Internships require 20 hours of work per 

week. 

 If awarded, the student is appointed as a 

Graduate Assistant by the PAPA Department, is 

paid at stipulated graduate assistant rates, and 

receives a tuition waiver.  Internships are awarded 

on a competitive basis and involve contracts with 

external agencies. 

 Interns placed with public and nonprofit agen-
cies perform a variety of duties such as: 

Management Information Systems  
Personnel Administration  
Budgeting Activities  
Other activities as required by the agency.  

 
For more information and an internship application, 
please contact:  
 
Dr. T.R. Carr, Internship Coordinator 
Public Administration and Policy Analysis 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
Alumni Hall, Room 3128 
Edwardsville, IL  62026-1457 
(618) 650-3762 

PAPA Internships Provide Valuable Experience  

Dr. T.R. Carr, Chair  



W hile Fall classes begin on August 25th, 
registration will continue for 10-week and 

weekend classes with later starting dates.  
 Please make sure to fill out a course request 
form and submit it to the PAPA office to get your 
registration pin number.  Once we have assigned 

your pin number, we will e-mail it to you as an at-
tachment and you may register for classes using  
Banner.  Several classes are currently closed; 
check Banner frequently for updated availability.  
The Officeôs course availability list is updated 
weekly. 

Thereõs Still Time to Register for Fall Classes 

National Honor Society for Public Administration  

P i Alpha Alpha is the national honor society 

that recognizes and promotes excellence in 

the study and practice of public affairs and admini-

stration.  The organization dedicates itself: 
 

to encourage and recognize outstanding 

scholarship and accomplishment in public 

affairs and administration,  

to promote the advancement of education and 

practice in the art and science of public affairs 

and administration, and  

to foster integrity, professionalism, and crea-

tive performance in the conduct of governmen-

tal and related public service activities.  

 To be eligible to join Pi Alpha Alpha, a stu-

dent must have completed 21 semester hours in 

the PAPA program, including four core courses, 

with a GPA of 3.7 or higher.  Alumni are also eligi-

ble to join if they meet the GPA requirements. 

 The faculty advisor to Pi Alpha Alpha, Ro-

chelle Henderson, will be working with the PAA 

officers to create several programs for all MPA 

students for the upcoming academic year. 

 If you would like to learn more about Pi Alpha 

Alpha, or you meet the requirements to join, con-

tact pialphaalpha.siue@gmail.com. 

 The link to SIUôs chapter is:  www.siue.edu/

PAPA/Pi%20Alpha%20Alpha/index.html. 
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O n Saturday, August 23, 2008, 

PAPA will host its first orien-

tation for new MPA students.  Both 

summer and fall incoming students 

are invited to attend.   

 The orientation will acquaint 

students with the faculty and staff 

and show students how to request 

and register for classes.  Weôll also 

discuss special opportunities within 

the Department, such as intern-

ships, assistantships, and honor 

society membership. Graduate as-

sistants will give a tour of the cam-

pus. 

 The Department plans to host a 

new student orientation each se-

mester. 

PAPA Offers Orientation Program for New Students  

ñThe orientation will 

acquaint students with 

the faculty and staff 

and show them how to 

request and register 

for classes.ò 

Summer 2008 Convocation & Awards Ceremony  

O n August 1st, the PAPA Department and Pi 

Alpha Alpha hosted the first Convocation & 

Awards Ceremony in the Redbud Room of Morris Uni-

versity Center.  The ceremony recognized summer 

graduates, Pi Alpha Alpha student and faculty induc-

tees, and several distinguished alumni.  Attendees 

enjoyed music, networking, and a sit-down dinner.  

Michael Schoedel, an alum with extensive experience 

in city government, was our guest speaker.   

 The Department will host a similar ceremony at the 

end of each semester.  The Fall ceremony is sched-

uled for Friday, December 12, 2008. 

mailto:pialphaalpha.siue@gmail.com
http://www.siue.edu/PAPA/Pi%20Alpha%20Alpha/index.html
http://www.siue.edu/PAPA/Pi%20Alpha%20Alpha/index.html


IN THE KNOW. . . 

R ochelle Henderson joined 

the PAPA faculty in the Fall 

of 2007.  An SIUE MPA graduate 

herself, sheôs excited to be work-

ing with such highly regarded fac-

ulty, some of whom she knew from 

her graduate school days.  She 

says, ñThrough the PAPA pro-

gram, my passion for research 

was awakened.  I get jazzed think-

ing about ways empirical evidence 

can assist public administrators in 

understanding challenging issues.ò  

Rochelle was able to share her 

skills and enthusiasm with stu-

dents as a teaching assistant in 

quantitative analysis.  She also put 

together the Departmentôs news-

letter and helped to organize the 

Public Administration Teaching 

Conference in St. Louis.  

 After graduation, Rochelle 

worked first at United Way and 

then at Express Scripts, a pre-

scription benefit manager.  During 

her 12 years in their research 

department, she developed a new 

passion for research and became 

interested in health care policy.  

She published eleven peer re-

viewed journal articles covering 

such topics as program evaluation, 

population health, and pharma-

coeconomics.  Her recognition of 

the ñimportance of a solid founda-

tion in quantitative methodsò en-

couraged her to pursue a Ph.D. in 

order to obtain a teaching position.  

She sees ñteaching of quantitative 

methods as the opportunity to 

introduce students to the possibili-

ties of empirical examination . . . ñ  

Rochelle says that the MPA pro-

gram provided her with a solid 

foundation for her doctoral work. 

She completed her coursework for 

the Ph.D. at UMSL in 2007 and is 

now working on her dissertation on 

State Generic Drug Policy. 

 Rochelleôs undergraduate 

degree in Public Administration is 

from Blackburn College, one of 

only five colleges in the United 

States with a mandatory work 

program.  Among her work experi-

ences were driving tractors, man-

aging the work program, and even 

lobbying U.S. senators.    

 Born in St. Louis, Rochelle 

now resides in Mitchell, Illinois with 

her husband, Darren, and her 

yellow lab, GeBe (short for Green 

Bay!)  She enjoys listening to her 

extensive collection of music, 

reading, running, and cheering on 

the Green Bay Packers in the fall. 

 Rochelle regularly teaches 

both Quantitative Analysis and 

Public Information Management.  

She has and continues to teach 

classes on health care manage-

ment and Topics in Policy Analysis. 

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT:    Rochelle Henderson  
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òI look forward to 

working with students 

in uncovering their 

enthusiasm for 

quantitative analysis.ó 
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A re you looking for your first job or 
maybe a new challenge?  Check out 

our job postings list at:  www.siue.edu/
PAPA/Job%20Opportunties/index.html. 
The list includes both government and 
nonprofit jobs from across the United 
States.  We monitor several websites and 
select only the most relevant and interest-
ing jobs for posting.  These postings are 
updated weekly.  Check it out! 

Job Postings on Our Website  

G ozde Solmaz is our SPSS tutor for the 

Fall semester.  She is available eight 

hours each week.  Her hours for Fall are Tues-

days and Thursdays from 1:00 - 5:00 PM.  You 

can call our office at 650-3762 to talk with her 

or to schedule an appointment, or you may 

stop by during her office hours.    

SPSS Tutor Available  

Constitution Day Program  

T  he Political Science Department and the Public Administra-

tion & Policy Analysis Department are hosting a Constitution 

Day program on September 17, 2008 from 1:00 to 3:00 PM at the 

Morris University Center.   

Fall 2008 Comprehensive Exam: 

Registration Deadline:  October 24, 2008 

Exam Date:  November 7, 2008 
 

Spring 2009 Comprehensive Exam: 

Registration Deadline:  April 1, 2009 

Exam Date:  April 17, 2009 
   
Visit our website to register online or come to our office to obtain a 

registration form.  Registrants will receive more information about the 

exam approximately three weeks prior to the exam date. 

Comprehensive Exam Dates  

Alumni:  Need to Update Your Skills?  

C onsider applying as an unclassified graduate student at SIUE. 

Itôs as easy as 1-2-3!  One:  Complete an unclassified gradu-

ate student application and pay the $30.00 application fee. Two: 

Submit a course request to our department to receive your registra-

tion pin.  Three: Register for classes!  Go to our website for a link to 

the application and course request form and to check out some of 

our new course offerings:  www.siue.edu/PAPA. 



SIUE 

Alumni  Hall, Room 3128 

Campus Box 1457 

Edwardsville, IL  62026-1457 

Phone: 618-650-3762 

Fax: 618-650-2786 

E-mail: mpaprogram@siue.edu 

Public Administration 

& Policy Analysis  

Weõre on the Web at: 

www.siue.edu/PAPA  

T  he Kimmel Leadership Center at SIUE is launching a massive 

effort to get students registered to vote.  By working with the 

Campus Compact national coalition and Paul Loeb, a nationally rec-

ognized writer on citizen responsibility and empowerment, SIUE 

hopes to engage students and develop educated voters.  Please do 

your part by encouraging your friends, family and co-workers to regis-

ter to vote.   
 
For links to both Missouri and Illinois voter registration forms go to: 

http://www.siue.edu/kimmel/volunteer/voter.shtml 

 
Voter Registration Deadlines for the General Election: 

Illinois: Tuesday, October 7, 2008 

Missouri:  Wednesday, October 8, 2008 
 
Early Voting at SIUE: (only Madison County Voters) 
Oct.14 ï 30 (Monday-Friday), 10am - 8pm, Missouri Room, MUC 
 
For more information, contact Matthew at Kimmel Leadership 
Center at (618) 650-2491 or your local Election Authority. 
 
�³�:�K�H�Q���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���V�W�D�U�W���Y�R�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�L�Q�J���D�W���D���\�R�X�Q�J���D�J�H�����W�K�H�V�H��
habits tend to stick.  So if we build on their newfound passion and 

concern, we could help set them on a path of engagement for the rest 

�R�I���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V���´��ð Paul Loeb 

Are You Registered to Vote?  

T  he Department, along with Pi Alpha Alpha, is interested in 
developing new programs that will benefit both current stu-

dents and alumni.  Some ideas we are considering include: 
 

a �³�Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���Q�L�J�K�W�´��which would put students and alumni 
in touch with each other as well as some of the major players 
in government and nonprofits in our area;  

redeveloping our MPA student club to provide social oppor-
tunities for students, sponsor or co-host programs with the 
PAPA office and Pi Alpha Alpha, and facilitate open communi-
cation between students and faculty. 

 
 Weôd like your input.  Tell us what you think or suggest ideas 
of your own.  Contact us at mpaprogram@siue.edu. 

We Value Your Opinion . . .  

W e want to stay in touch with our graduates.  If you havenôt filled out an Alumni Questionnaire, please visit our web-
site at:  www.siue.edu/PAPA/Alumni/index.html and click the link to 
be taken to the form.  Print it out, fill it in, and fax it to 650-2786 so 
we can keep our files updated.  Let us know whatôs going on in 
your life and make sure you receive our newsletter, invitations to 
special events, and stay informed about whatôs going on at PAPA! 

ALUMNI! 

Weõd love to hear from you! 


