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Amos, William H.  Exploring the Seashore.  National Geographic Society.
Two children are captured on camera by the National Geographic team as they explore the sea life at the shore of the water.  The children encounter many different types of sea life as they peruse the coastline.  Bird, crabs, sea urchins and many more sea creatures are examined. (Contemporary Realistic Fiction)

Applegate, K. A. (1996). The Message: Animorphs. NewYork: Scholastic. A girl with the magical ability to morph into a dolphin gets into trouble during an adventure.  She is helped by her magical friends to help save an Andalite from the Yeerks. Both creatures are extraterrestrial and they have brought their civil war to planet Earth. (Modern Fantasy)

Baglio,Ben M. (2001). Chasing The Dream: Dolphin Diaries. New York: Scholastic. Jody McGrath and her marine biologist parents are sailing around the world studying dolphins.  They arrive in the Caribbean and find that some dolphins are being sold to an amusement park that keeps them in horrible conditions.  It is up to Jody and her dolphin pals to rescue them and return them to the ocean. (Contemporary Realistic Fiction)

Baker, Margaret and Mary (1951). The Golden Books Treasury of Elves and Fairies: The Lost Merbaby. New York, New York: Golden Books Publishing Company, Inc. Three Mermaids search for their missing merbaby, who has been rescued by a fisherman and his wife.  They enlist the help of a myriad of sea creatures and learn that family is more important than keeping a house clean and tidy. (Traditional Fantasy)

Barlowe, Sy. (1969). Oceans. Chicago: Follett. This is an informational book that covers every aspect of the ocean.  From discussion of how much of the earth is covered by the ocean to when ocean life began to oceanography, this book gives a great overview into a world that is often times not explored in the classroom. (Informational)

Base, Graeme (1992). The Sign of the Seahorse: A Tale of Greed and High Adventure in Two Acts. New York, New York: Abrams.The inhabitants of a coral reef are threatened when a shady real estate deal started by the greedy Grouper floods their area with poisonous waste. (Poetry/Plays)

Berger, Melvin.(1995) Amazing Sharks. Newbridge. This is an oversized book that is a great informational guide into the world of sharks. This book shares real photographs of sharks and everything about them. It discusses the many different kinds of sharks and shows the different parts of their bodies. In this book readers can also learn about the life- cycle of sharks, how sharks find food and how sharks are being protected from poachers. At the back of the book is an index so that readers can reference specific terms. (Picture or Informational-Age Level: 3-5)

 Berger, Melvin. (1993). As Big as a Whale. Newbridge. This large informational book teaches the reader all about whales. Readers can learn about different types of whales and the characteristics of them as well as see amazing real pictures of these different types. There is also information about saving the whales; why it is important and how people can help do it. The book also talks about how people whale-watch. This book provides an index at the back for readers to easily reference specific terms. (Informational-Age Level: 3-5 )

Berger, Melvin. (1994). Life in a Coral Reef. Newbridge. This large, informational book allows readers to see real, up-close pictures of life in a coral reef. The book begins by explaining what a coral reef is and why it is so magical. The book covers such topics as coral polyps, different kinds of coral, plants and animals in a coral reef, and coral reefs in danger. Not only is there in depth information regarding these topics, but also fabulous pictures. This book also provides an index in the back of the book for easy reference to specific terms. (Informational-Age Level: 3-5 )

Berger, Melvin. (1996). The Mighty Ocean. Newbridge. This large-scale book is not only informational, but also a highly educational book about the ocean. The book begins by telling how much of our planet is actually made up of water. Then it goes into how ocean water moves. The reader can learn a lot about the water cycle and weather. A large section of this book is about ocean life and the habitats in the ocean. The end of the book talks about people’s role in taking care of the ocean and keeping it clean. (Informational-Age Level: 3-5 )

Bush, John & Paul, Korky.(1991) The Fish Who Could Wish. Oxford. This modern fantasy story is about a fish would could wish. The story goes through all of the things that the fish wished for and each time his wish came true. In the end of the story, the silly fish wishes that he could just be like all of the other fish. What he didn’t think about was that the other fish weren’t able to wish so he wasn’t able to wish anymore. It is a very creative story that follows the old saying, “Be careful what you wish for…”. (Modern Fantasy-Age Level: K-2 ).
Canizares, Susan, and Mary Reid. (1998). Coral Reef. New York: Scholastic. A picture book with photographs that have simple text.  The book explores life on a coral reef, emphasizing the beautiful colors and patterns found there.  Pictures are wonderful and the book does an excellent job of teaching colors through vibrant pictures. (Picture)

Coleman, James C., Berres, Frances, Hewett, Frank M , Briscoe, William S. (1959) The Sea Hunt. San Francisco: Wagner. This is a story about a pair of divers that are working to recover a lost boat from Marineland Waterpark. They are also engaged in capturing some sharks to take back to the park for study and observation, and end up with an octopus to boot. (Contemporary Realistic Fiction)

Cowcher, Helen.  Antarctica.  New York:  Scholastic INC.  The author tells the story of 


man intruding on nature from the perspective of Antarctica animals. Different 


breeds of penguins and seals tell how their lives are changed because of mankind


and machinery. (Informational)

Crow, Sandra Lee.  (1985).  Penguins and Polar Bears.   National Geographic Society.  Five different breeds of penguins, birds, seals, and polar bears are all shown in their natural habitat through wonderful pictures.  The author writes informational text about all of the different animals. (Informational)

Dickson, Gordon R. (1960). Secret Under the Sea. New York: Scholastic.  This book was written in 1960 but set in 2013.  The futuristic book takes place when a scientist’s son notices that the dolphins are acting weird.  Robby sets out to investigate the problem.  Upon his investigation, Robby finds giant footprints at the bottom of the sea and he knows something huge has been walking there. (Modern Fantasy)

Disney, (2000) The Little Mermaid II:  Return of the Sea:1-23. New York: Golden. This is a story about Melody, the daughter of Prince Eric and Princess Ariel, who was taken by the evil sea witch, Morgana.  Morgana wanted to trade Melody for the King’s trident to be able to control the seas; however, Morgana got hit off the ship and Melody flew out of her hands over to her father.  The King tried and tried to find Morgana.  After a few days Ariel told the King that Melody couldn’t go out to the sea or be around him until Morgana was found.  On Melody’s twelth birthday she received the necklace that the Kind had gotten for her years ago and got very angry with her mother for not telling her why she couldn’t go into the sea.  So, Melody ran away with the trident to see what would happen.  Morgana found out and went after her; however, Ariel and the King come to save Melody from the evil sea witch.  The King gets back his trident and makes sure that Morgana will never harm his family again. (Modern Fantasy-primary)

Ehlert, Lois. (1990). Fish Eyes. San Diego: Voyager Books. Connecting children to counting books by the creative artists allows them exposure to art as well as math. Children of any age-will be enchanted by the vibrant collages. The book starts with a plain fish land works its way to a bigger school of brilliantly colored fish.  The fish are both real and imaginary. (Picture book)

Epstein, Beryl and Sam. (1963). Junior Science Book of Seashells, Champaign: Garrard.  This is an informational book all about seashells.  This science book has an index in the back so students can look up shells of different types.  One of the overlooked aspects of the sea comes to life through the discussion of many types of shells that can be found there. (Informational)

Hall, Kristin, (2003) Deep Sea Adventures:4-45. Danbury: Scholastic. This book has amazing true stories about the deep sea.  The author tells how scientists have not been able to track down a giant squid.  It discusses the squid’s features, reasons why they haven’t found one yet, and whether they think they will ever find one.  Children can also learn about the sinking of the Titantic or the lost city.  This book gives extravagant pictures taken from under the ocean floor showing objects found in the Titantic, icebergs, fish, etc.  The author included a easy reading glossary in the back to help understand many of the new vocabulary terms. (Informational-intermediate school)

Hays, Wilma Pitchford.  (1964).  Cape Cod Adventure.  New York:  Coward-McCann, Inc.  Peter and Anne Mason loved an old house that belonged to their grandfather on Cape Cod even though their father didn’t.  The two children work to save money for a small boat from an old sea captain.  Before they came up with enough money, Peter uncovered a thief on the island.  Peter and Anne’s father changes his mind about Cape Cod. (Contemporary Realistic Fiction) 

Hoffman, Mary.  (1986).  Sharks and Whales.  Brimax Rights LTD.  This book is an informational book about sharks and whales.  Many different types of whales and sharks are discussed in the book.  Also, the fact that not many whales exist in our waters today as a result of mankind is discussed as a closing to the book. (Informational)

Keen, Martin.  (1985).  Prehistoric Mammals.  Los Angeles:  Price/Stern/Sloan Publishers, Inc.  This book is an informational book about many prehistoric animals that lived long ago.  However, there are detailed sections on prehistoric sea life.  Along with the introductions to the prehistoric sea life, the evolution that has take place to put modern sea life at the level it is at today is discussed at the end of the book.  (Informational)

Lionni, Leo. (1970). Fish is Fish. Scholastic. In this modern fantasy story a fish and a tadpole are friends, but when the tadpole turns into a frog and leaves the water, the fish decides that he wants to see the world out of the water too. He tries to get out of the water, but with the frog’s help, he learns that the best place for him is in the water. After all, a fish is a fish and fish belong in the water. (Modern Fantasy-Age Level: K-2 )

Lionni, Leo.  (1989).  Swimming.  New York: First Scholastic printing.  This book is about a little fish who was different from all of the other fish in his school.  He runs away to try an fit in somewhere else.  But, towards the end of his journey he realizes that being different isn’t bad.  So the little fish rejoins his school. (Modern Fantasy)

Littledale, Freya, (1985) The Magic Fish:4-32. New York: Scholastic. One day a kind fisherman caught a magic fish, so he put him back in the water.  Later that evening his wife asked him to go catch the magic fish again and ask for a pretty house.  The man went out in the water and found the magic fish again.  When he asked for a pretty house the fish told him to go home.  When the fisherman arrived at home he found a pretty house instead of his old hut.  The fisherman was very pleased and so was his wife for the time being.  After a week his wife ordered him to go ask the fish for a castle, so he went to the fish and the fish gave them a castle.   The wife continues to be greedy, so after a couple weeks she and her husband lost everything and went back to living in the old hut.  This book contains very engaging pictures for its readers and has a great message about greed. (Modern Fantasy-primary)

Macquitty, Miranda, Dr. (1995) Ocean ( Eyewitness Books). New York, New York: Dorling Kindersley. This book contains information concerning the life and biological structure of many ocean creatures. (Informational)

May, Julian. (1971). The Land Beneath the Sea. New York: Holiday House.  This is an informational book about oceanography.  This is for more advanced students.  The type of information presented is most likely going to interest those readers who are already interested in the ocean and its many mysteries.  There are great pictures that help to explain this world that cannot be seen without the use of technology. (Informational)

McCarthy, Agnes. (1963). Creatures of the Deep. New Jersey: Prentice-Hall. This is an informational book about the different species that can be found in the ocean.  There is an index in the back of the book that allows the reader to learn about a specific creature that he or she is interested in.  This book would be great for helping with reports or just gaining knowledge.  The way this book is written, the reader hardly notices that he or she is reading an informational book. (Informational)

McGovern, Ann (1998). Adventures of the Shark Lady: Eugenie Clark Around the World. New York: Scholastic. This is the life story of Eugenie Clark, a marine biologist.  It chronicles the life and adventure of this very daring and caring woman. (Biography)

Milton, Joyce (1989). Whales :The Gentle Giants. New York: Random House. An informational book in story form that details the lives and troubles of different species of whales.  A look at these marine mammals through a child’s eye. (Informational)

Morris, Rick. (1983). Mysteries and Marvels of Ocean Life. New York: Scholastic.  There are many mysteries of ocean life still to be explained and species new to science are being found every year.  In this book a reader will learn all about the unusual, the extraordinary and the unexplained fascination of the world with oceans.  This informational book is packed with fun facts! (Informational)

Pfeffer, Wendy, (1996) What’s It Like to Be a Fish?:4-32.New York: HarperCollins. This book compares the body of fish to the body of humans and how they are both adapted to their own environment.  It explains that like humans, fish breathe oxygen, but they do it underwater with gills.  Fish and humans both have a body temperature; however, fish are cold-blooded and humans are warm-blooded.  It also explains that fish have skin that is covered with scales to protect them.

Pfister, Marcus.(2001) A Fishy Story. Night Sky. This story is not only modern fantasy, but also picture. It is a story from the Rainbow Fish series of books. When a fish named Puffer tells stories, they are amazing. He has seen and done everything, or so his listeners think. But are Puffer’s stories completely true? When a fish named Angel catches him in a lie, Puffer’s friends don’t know what to believe or whether he can be trusted. (Modern Fantasy-Age Level: K-2).

Pfister, Marcus.  (1993).  The Rainbow Fish.  Belgium:  First Scholastic printing.  This

 
is a lovely story about a vain fish who will not give any other fish any of his 


beautiful scales.  When the other fish realize that Rainbow Fish is selfish, they


do not want him as their friend.  Rainbow Fish is sad until he meets an old octopus who shows him how to regain the other fish as friends.  Rainbow Fish


displays several unselfish acts and regains friendship with the other fish.  (Modern Fantasy)
Pfister, Marcus. (1998). Rainbow Fish and the Big Blue Whale. North South. This is the third book in the best-selling series about Rainbow Fish and his friends. In this story, a misunderstanding creates a challenge for Rainbow Fish and his friends which results in Rainbow Fish making friends with a big blue whale. (Modern Fantasy-Age level: K-2 )
Rowland, Della, (1991) Explorer Books: Whales and Dolphins:1-53. New York: Parachute. This book is fantastic for studying whales and dolphins.  It gives descriptions of many types of whales and dolphins.  Including how they talk, where they live, what they look like, size, how they breathe, how they give birth, etc.  There are also some pictures of real whales and dolphins. (Informational-middle)

Rylant, Cynthia. (1996) The Whales. Scholastic. This is a great book about whales that can be classified as a picture book and an informational tool. It talks about the different kinds of whales and shows fictional pictures of them as well. It also talks about the characteristics of different kinds of whales. The illustrations are great and the book is a great introduction to whales. (Picture book-Age Level: 3-5 )
Scholastic, (1997) Hidden World:  Under the Sea:1-22. New York: Scholastic. This book allows the children to explore the ocean themselves by using a magic paper flashlight to find animals like sea urchins, manta rays, and cat sharks, hidden within the dark ocean floors.  The author wrote a brief description of the sea creatures shown in the phenomenal illustrations. (Informational-3rd or 4th grade)

Selsam, Millicent. (1960). Plenty of Fish: A “Science I Can Read” Book. New York: Harper.  This book was written mainly as a “learning to read” book that is also informational.  It is the story of a boy who is very interested in fish.  He continually asks his parents questions about fish.  Through his questions and answers, the reader learns many fun facts as well as becoming a better reader. (Contemporary Realistic Fiction)

Simon, Seymour (1989). Whales. New York: Scholastic. A picture book that has stunning photographs of whales as they surface.  Each picture is accompanied by information about that particular type of whale. (Informational)

Sloan, Carolyn.  (1987).  The Sea Child.  New York:  Holiday House.  This is a 


compelling fantasy about survival and self-discovery.  A little girl has an 


uncanny ability to swim like no one else can.  People are afraid of her and


she is not accepted anywhere she goes.  She just about gives up on her 


search for normality when she meets a girl who seems to have been 


expecting her.  (Modern Fantasy)

Smith, Jessie. (1988). Grover’s Day at the Beach: A Counting Story. New York: Western Golden Book.  When Grover goes to the beach, it is an opportunity for fun, but also for teaching how to count.  Through the use of the Seasame Street crew, the reader learns to count to twelve.  It is a great way to get young ones interested in counting. (Picture book)

Stevenson, Robert Louis. (1883). Treasure Island. New York: Scholastic. The story is set in the day of the infamous pirate Long John Silver.  Jim Hawkins encounters Billy Bones and his adventures begin. The death of Billy Bones, brings Jim into contact with many others. After discovering a treasure map among the belongings of Billy Bones, they sail for this island where it has been discovered that the notorious Captain Flint buried his treasure. Long John Silver, in an attempt to get the treasure, comes on board their ship. (Historical Fiction)

Tooze, Ruth. (1962). Silver from the Sea. New York: Viking Press.  This is the story of a Vietnamese boy.  It is his first day to go to the silver waters to fish.  This is a story of family and determination.  The boy learns much from his family and has a successful first day of fishing in the silver waters for silver fish. (Multicultural)

Verne, Jules (1948). 20,000 Leagues Under The Sea.West Haven: Pendulum. This book is the comic book version of the classic tale by Jules Verne.  It is in black and white illustrations and brings a classic to a new audience. (Historical Fiction) 

Wildsmith, Brian, (1985) Fishes:1-31.New York: Oxford. The extravagant illustrations show different animals that live in the ocean.  This book would introduce younger children to many sea creatures that live in the deep sea. (Picture-primary) 

Zim, Herbert S. et. al. (1974).  Crabs.  New York:  William Morrow and Company.  


This book discusses the anatomy, behavior, adaptations, environment, etc. 


of many different crab species.  Maturation and development are also discussed


in this informational book.  (Informational)

