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Schedule for Sarah, Plan and Tall
	Lesson
	Reading Assignment
	Activity

	1
	Chapter 1
	Discussion Director:  Students write and answer four questions from the reading.

	2
	Chapter 2
	Connector:  Students write a letter to Sarah describing who they are.

	3
	Chapter 3
	Passage Picker:  Students select three paragraphs and tell why they selected them.

	4
	Chapter 4
	Word Wizard:  Students select four important, interesting, strange, or unfamiliar words. They write the word, the page number, the paragraph number, the sentence that the word is in, and what they think the word means. 

	5
	Chapter 5
	Illustrator:  Students draw a scene from the pages they have read so far and write 3 – 5 sentences about their illustration.

	6
	Chapter 6
	Travel Tracer:  Students tell about the setting and two events from the chapter.

	7
	Chapter 7
	Connector:  Students write about three things they would miss if they had to move away.

	8
	Chapter 8
	Discussion Director:  Students write and answer four questions from the reading.

	9
	Chapter 9
	Summarizer:  Students write a summary of the story.

	Final Project
	
	Final Project:  Students make a story cube including title/author, setting, characters, plot, favorite part, and vocabulary.


Illinois State Standards

English/Language Arts

State Goal 1A:  Apply word analysis and vocabulary skills to comprehend selections.

State Goal 1B:  Apply reading strategies to improve understanding and fluency.

State Goal 1C:  Comprehend a broad range of reading materials.

These goals will be meet through the selection of new vocabulary words and definitions, the selection and discussion of passages, the writing of questions and answers activity, reading, orally and silently, and discussion of the novel.

State Goal 2A:  Understand how literary elements and techniques are used to convey meaning.

This goal will be met through the discussion questions and answers activity, the selection of passages activity, and the final project.

State Goal 2B:  Read and interpret a variety of literary works.

This goal will be met through the students writing about what they would miss if moving away and writing a letter to Sarah.

State Goal 3A:  Use correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and structure.

This goal will be met through the discussion questions and answers activity, the written letter activity, the written summary activity, the final project, and other written response activities.

State Goal 4A:  Listen effectively in formal and informal situations.

State Goal 4B:  Speak effectively using language appropriate to the situation and audience.

These goals will be met through group discussions and group activities.

Modifications

Struggling readers listen to the book on tape or pair up with another reader.  Struggling writers are assisted in writing through having someone write what they say. The written response activities could also be shortened for struggling writers.  The students receive the support they need to be an active participant.

Sarah, Plain and Tall         Discussion Director        Name_______________

 Chapter 1                                                              

Your job is to write and answer four questions.  The questions cannot have a “yes” or “no” answer.  Follow the directions below.  Remember to include direct connections to the events that we read in the story today.  Remember to put a question mark at the end of your question.

Write a question that you could find the answer in Chapter 1.

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Write the answer to your question in a complete sentence.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write another question that you could find the answer in Chapter 1.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write the answer to your question in a complete sentence.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write a question that begins with the word, Why.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write an answer to your question in a complete sentence.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write a question that begins with the words, How do you feel…

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write an answer to your question in a complete sentence.

Sarah, Plain and Tall                   Connector         Name_________________

Chapter 2                                                   
Write a letter to Sarah.  Tell her all about yourself: how you look, where you live, and what you like to do.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sarah, Plain and Tall          Passage Picker   Name ____________________

Chapter 3                                                    

Find three paragraphs in the part of the story that we read today.  Write the page number, the paragraph number, and WHY you chose the passage.  You DO NOT have to write the paragraph!

1.  Page number _______          Paragraph number ________

I picked this passage because __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

2.  Page number _______          Paragraph number _______

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Page number _______          Paragraph number _______

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sarah, Plain and Tall                Word Wizard         Name ________________

Chapter 4                                                       

Find 4 words in the part of the story that we read today, that you think are important, interesting, strange, or unfamiliar.  Write the word, the page number, the paragraph number, the sentence that the word is in, and what you think the word means (5 things for each word).

1.  Word ________________ Page number _____ Paragraph number ____

Sentence __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I think this word means __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Word ________________ Page number _____ Paragraph number ____

Sentence

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I think this word means

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Word ________________ Page number _____ Paragraph number ____

Sentence

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I think this word means

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Word _______________ Page number _____ Paragraph number ____

Sentence

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I think this word means

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sarah, Plain and Tall            ILLUSTRATOR           Name ___________

Chapter 5                                                  

Pick a scene from the story, from the pages we have read so far, that you especially like.  Illustrate this scene, using markers, crayons, or colored pencils.

Write 3-5 sentences about your illustration.  Be sure to explain it using direct connections to the story.  Remember to write in COMPLETE sentences.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sarah, Plain and Tall    TRAVEL TRACER      Name _________

Chapter 6 

Answer in complete sentences.

1.  Where is this story taking place?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  When is the action-taking place in the story?  (long ago, now, in the future, during the summer, winter).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Tell where the CHARACTERS are in this part of the story.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Tell two events that happened in the part of the story we read today.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sarah, Plain and Tall                Connector         Name ________________

Chapter 7                                                       

Sarah and Maggie discuss that there are times when they feel lonely, and miss people and things from their lives before coming to the prairie.

What does Maggie miss? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does Sarah miss?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What would you miss, if you had to move?  List three people or things that you would miss, and tell why you would miss them.

1. ______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sarah, Plain and Tall         Discussion Director        Name_______________

 Chapter 8                                                              

Your job is to write and answer four questions.  The questions cannot have a “yes” or “no” answer.  Follow the directions below.  Remember to include direct connections to the events that we read in the story today.  Remember to put a question mark at the end of your question.

Write a question that you could find the answer in Chapter 8.

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Write the answer to your question in a complete sentence.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write another question that you could find the answer in Chapter 8.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write the answer to your question in a complete sentence.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write a question that begins with the word, Why.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write an answer to your question in a complete sentence.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write a question that begins with the words, How do you feel…

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write an answer to your question in a complete sentence.

Sarah, Plain and Tall             Summarizer               Name _______________

Chapter 9                                                          

Write a summary about the story.  Be sure to include ONLY

IMPORTANT EVENTS, not details.  Be sure to write in complete sentences.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Final Project

Story Cube

Use a box with six sides.  Cover the outside of the box with wrapping paper or construction paper.  Use construction paper, markers, crayons, colored pencils, and etc. to design each of the six sides.  The six sides include the following:  title and author, setting (time and place), characters, plot, favorite scene, and ten interesting words.   

Story Cube Evaluation for Sarah, Plain and Tall
Name _________________________________

	Self Evaluation
	Teacher Evaluation

	____ Author/Title (3)

____ Setting (3)

____ Characters (3)

____ Plot (3)

____ Favorite Scene (3)

____ 10 Interesting Words (3)


	____ Author/Title (3)

____ Setting (3)

____ Characters (3)

____ Plot (3)

____ Favorite Scene (3)

____ 10 Interesting Words (3)



	____ Written Work (20)

· Quality of writing

Discusses plot and explains favorite scene.

· Grammar

Spelling

      Punctuation

      Sentence Structure


	____ Written Work (20)

· Quality of writing

Discusses plot and explains favorite scene.

· Grammar

Spelling

      Punctuation

           Sentence Structure

	____ Time and Effort (5)

· Neatness

· Details


	____ Time and Effort (5)

· Neatness

· Details



	____ Creativity (5)
	____ Creativity (5)

	____ Your name (2)
	____ Your name (2)

	____ Total Points  (50)
	____ Total Points  (50)


