Fall Semester 2007

English 101 section CV2: Writing

Jeffrey Skoblow

This section of English 101 is linked to History 111b (section CIV); you will receive separate grades for the two classes, based on different writing assignments and final exam procedures, but the reading assignments for English 101 section CV2 will be identical to those for History 111b.  With both classes riding on the same body of reading, it makes especially good sense to read carefully and work hard at getting comfortable with that reading, and comprehending it.  So we will spend a considerable amount of time in the composition class discussing the readings for History, and figuring out ways to write about those readings.

Students should come to class every day prepared to discuss the readings currently assigned, and to write about them in various ways, often involving collaborative exercises worked out in small groups or on the blackboard.  This will be one of the two main strands of activity for us.

The other main activity for us will consist of an ongoing series of exercises, conducted in and out of class, involving the fundamental question, “What are we doing here?,” and focusing as well on the process of writing itself, the ways in which writing can function as a kind of thinking—a more high-powered kind than usual, a more systematic and patiently worked out in detail kind of thinking.  This second strand of our activity will occupy the bulk of the remainder of our time—students should come to class prepared to work on these writings every day as well.  Specific assignments as to which strand of work we want to focus on, on which days and so on, will be worked out as we go along, adapted to your needs in dealing with the assignments in both classes.  More detail on all this follows.
1. Essays

There will be 5 essays to submit.  The first one, due on Thursday of Week 2, asks you to address one or both of these questions: what is history?  In what ways do we learn from the study of the past, and in what ways do we seem not to learn?  

The remaining four essay assignments will be due on Thursdays of Weeks 4, 6, 10 and 13.  For each of these remaining assignments the topic or question will be essentially self-defined, worked out in group exercises in class as we go along, in response to our readings in History.  I will make suggestions too as we go along—specific questions raised by the readings, or points that might be interesting to explore.   The first paper should be 2 pages (3 would be fine): the length of the later assignments is something else we’ll work out as we go along, but generally 2-3 pages will be just fine (longer is okay too).

All essays can be revised for a new grade (to replace the old one) as often as you wish, with all revisions and late papers due no later than Thursday of Week 15.  (Of course sooner is better.)  Please come talk to me about your essays at any point in their composition or revision.

2. Raising Questions, Making and Supporting Claims

My main claim to you is that writing is essentially a matter of asking questions and making claims, and we will spend considerable class time on a series of exercises designed to come to terms with these basic activities.  Writing is a way of raising questions and dealing with them, and dealing with them means making claims and sustaining them, and sustaining them means supporting them with whatever detail, evidence, or argument can be mustered.  I  propose that we start with the question “What are we doing here?” taken in its broadest range of possible meanings—here at the University, here in this History and Composition class, here in this nation or world, here in the universe… etc.—and see where the claims follow, and  how to support or sustain those claims… in a carefully supervised series of ongoing writing exercises.
Each of you should have a notebook (or computer file) where you keep these writings as the term develops.  (It might help to have a hardcopy available for reference in the classroom.)  These notebooks or folders will be turned in for a grade Weeks 3, 8 and 14.  Parts of these chains of questions and claims will be suitable for inclusion in the portfolio as well, something we will talk about one on one in conference: class sessions will be cancelled for Weeks 7 and 13, and I will schedule 15 or 20 minute conferences with each of you during those weeks instead, largely focused on preparing this portfolio.

3. Portfolios

At mid-term and at the end of the semester you will each submit a portfolio of your work—7 pages total at midterm, 10-15 at the end of the term.  We’ll be talking in more detail about the mechanics of the portfolio and its evaluation, but the important thing to know now is that this portfolio determines whether you pass the class or not, so everything we do in class will be aimed at putting strong portfolios together.  The portfolios are graded by at least two other members of the English Department faculty, and this grade determines whether you move on to English 102 or have to repeat 101.  See attached materials headed “What is English 101?” for further explanation.  Portfolios will be due Weeks 9 and 15.

4. Student Handbook

Familiarize yourself with the materials in the Student Handbook for English 101 and 102 accessible through the English Dept. website, particularly the sections under “Policies” (including policy on Plagiarism) and “Grading,” please, and let me know if you have any questions.

Schedule (do it yourself , mostly)

Week 1

T: intro to class

R:

Week 2

T:

R:  first Essay due
Week 3

T:

R: Questions&Claims due

Week 4

T:

R: second Essay due

Week 5

T:

R:

Week 6

T: 

R: third Essay due

Week 7

No class this week: conference in my office

Week 8

T: 

R: Questions&Claims due

Week 9

T: mid-term portfolio due

R:

Week 10

T:

R: fourth Essay due

Week 11

T:

R:

Week 12

T:

R:

Week 13

No class this week: conference in my office—

 fifth Essay due


Thanksgiving break

Week 14

T:

R: Questions&Claims due

Week 15

T: final portfolio due

R: evaluation and wrap-up

