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Composition II, Spring 2009
ENG 102-016 MWF 10:00-10:50 
ENG 102-021 MWF 11:00-11:50
Nicola Schmidt


OBJECTIVES: Our shared objective in this course is the further development of your skills as a writer. ENG 102 is a continuation of ENG 101, and all the areas of writing you worked on in that course (or its equivalent) will still be important.  In addition, in this course we will focus on arguments, research, and incorporating source material.  You will read, respond to, and write examples of arguments, developing an understanding of the elements and methods of effective argumentation.  You will also develop your own questions to explore through research and will work on finding, evaluating, and responding to sources and incorporating them in your own writing using appropriate styles and formats.
RENTAL TEXTS:
· DK Handbook (If you took 101 here at SIUE, you should already have this book.  It’s a useful resource, and I encourage you to purchase it at the end of the semester for future use.)
· Lunsford, Ruszkiewicz and Walters Everything’s an Argument with Readings

REQUIREMENTS:  There will be four major assignments:
· Essay 1, Basic Argument: An argumentative essay, without sources or research, about a topic you care about and know well from your own experience, three to four pages, worth up to 100 points.

· Essay 2, Source Essay: An argumentative essay referring to and incorporating provided sources and using appropriate documentation, but without extensive research, about a topic we’ll discuss as a class, broadly related to American identity and the image of the U.S. around the world, four to five pages, worth up to 200 points.

· Essay 3, Alternative Argument: Either an argumentative essay that employs humor or a visual argument accompanied by a written explanation, worth up to 100 points; this argument will cover the same topic as, and will complement, the Researched Argument.
· Essay 4, Researched Argument: An extended argumentative essay, with appropriate use and documentation of a variety of sources, seven to eight pages, worth up to 400 points.  The topic for the Researched Argument will be your choice, with some restrictions; ideally, it will evolve from your topic in either Essay 1 or Essay 2.
The remaining 200 points of your final grade (for a total of up to 1000) will come from minor assignments worth 5-15 points each, including summaries, drafts, peer reviews, progress reports, posts to Discussion Board, an informal oral presentation, and occasional in-class exercises and quizzes.  To receive full points, these assignments must, at a minimum, be completed or submitted in class on the day due and must be correctly formatted (see below).  Because everybody gets sick or has other unavoidable conflicts occasionally, you will be allowed up to 15 “make-up” points, meaning that you can complete a few things late.  So, if you are unable to attend a couple classes, you can still receive the maximum points.
IMPORTANT:  You will need to save all your work.  It is a very good idea to have copies and backups of every assignment you hand in to me.  You must also keep a careful record of all your research, noting how and where you locate all your sources, and generating copies or printouts of every source you refer to in writing your Researched Argument.

REVISIONS:  You’re welcome to revise Essays 1 and 2 by the end of the semester.  If the revision improves the essay, it will receive the higher grade.  However, the essay assignments are also meant to be cumulative, so that, most importantly, what you learn in writing (and receiving feedback about) one essay should be applied to your work on the next.
CONFERENCES:  I will be scheduling required individual conferences twice, so that we can discuss your work one-on-one.  I also encourage you to meet with me at any time.  You're welcome to show me ideas, outlines, and drafts before assignments are due, either in person or via e-mail, and I hope you will take advantage of my office hours or schedule meetings at other times so that we can discuss your writing and go over any questions.


GRADING:  In grading your papers, I will be paying attention to the following areas of writing:

· I, Invention: Is there a clear, sound argument?  Is the essay based on thoughtful ideas?  Does it have an effective overall strategy?

· A, Arrangement: Is the essay organized, so that each part is effective and contributes clearly to the whole argument?

· D, Development: Is there sufficient, appropriate support for the argument?  Is there an effective strategy for developing the argument and making it convincing to the audience?

· S & E, Style & Editing: Is the essay clearly written, and does it use an appropriate style?  Are the sentences concise and precise?  Does the essay adhere to appropriate conventions of standard written American English?

· R, Research Methods (as applicable, in Essays 2, 3, and 4): Does the essay make effective use of sources?  Has the author consulted a variety of appropriate sources in order to explore questions and become conversant with a range of credible views?  Has the author integrated and documented references to sources accurately and correctly?

If at any time you would like to discuss your grades, please talk to me; I am happy to review or explain all grades, and I welcome your comments and questions.

FORMAT:  All assignments should be typed, double-spaced, paginated, with standard margins and fonts.  Make sure your name, mine, the course number, and the due date appear at the top of the first page, and your last name and the page number on following pages.  Always give your essays interesting titles.  Please do not include cover sheets.  To receive full points, all out-of-class work must adhere to these format requirements.


PLAGIARISM:  I will not tolerate students’ cheating or in any way misrepresenting other writers’ work or words as their own.  We will be discussing and defining plagiarism during this course, and if you ever have any questions about it, please talk to me so that we can prevent any potential problems.  However, whether committed unintentionally, unknowingly, or consciously, plagiarism will, at the very least, mean that an individual assignment receives no credit, and it may also result in your failing the course, or in still more serious repercussions.   I will report all cases of blatant plagiarism.

ATTENDANCE, MISSED OR LATE WORK:  If, due to unavoidable circumstances, you cannot turn in an essay on time, please notify me beforehand, or contact me to verify emergencies as soon as possible afterwards.  If I have not been notified, late essays will not receive credit.  Remember that all minor assignments must be completed or submitted in class, on time to receive full credit, with the exception of 15 points’ worth of “make-up” work.
If you must miss a class, or any portion of a class, please note that you are still responsible for material covered, assignments given, and other information conveyed.

Much of class time will be spent on discussion, responses to readings, peer-evaluation of writing, and group work, so that your presence and contributions will be crucial to your success, and to the success of the class as a whole.
CLASSROOM AND ONLINE ETIQUETTE:  I will take you, your ideas, your writing, and your performance in this course seriously and hope you will do the same.  I expect, however, that you will treat your classmates with respect.  This means following some pretty obvious guidelines.  Please make sure that all electronic devices (cell phones, iPods, etc.) are turned off and put away during class time.  We are in a computer classroom, and it may be tempting to check e-mail and web sites not related to our work before and after class.  Please do not do so during class.  I will also expect all class communication to be courteous, open-minded, and respectful.  Whether our discussions are conducted live during class, on Blackboard’s Discussion Board, or via e-mail, they should always stick to the subject and be civil.  Please note, also, for your own sake and your classmates’, that if you are sick, you should stay home.

SPECIAL CONCERNS: If you have particular physical or educational needs, I am glad to work with you to accommodate them; please let me know as soon as you can, and, if you haven’t done so already, contact the Office of Disability Support Services.

For more information about English 102, see the English Composition Pilot Assessment Project, at <http://www.siue.edu/ECPP/>, or go to the English Department's home page, find Resources, and follow links.
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SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Please note that readings and other assignments (unless identified as in-class work) should be completed by the beginning of class on the day indicated.  When there are readings, please bring the book to class.  “EA” refers to Everything’s an Argument with Readings.

M 1/12

Introduction.

W 1/14

Read EA Chaps 1 and 5 (argument).

F 1/16
Read EA 1079-83; choose one of the essays and write a one-page response to it (10 pts).

M 1/19

No class.  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

W 1/21
Read EA Chap 6 (Toulmin argument).

F 1/23

Read arguments on handouts; quiz on this week’s readings (10 pts).

M 1/26
Read EA Chap 17 (fallacies); in-class group exercise (5 pts).

W 1/28
Write a paragraph proposing a topic and posing a central question for Essay 1 (5 pts).
F 1/30

Read argument on handout.

M 2/2

Bring a draft of Essay 1 (5 pts) for peer review (5 pts).

W 2/4
Read EA 979-83 and 1038-43; examine 1070-77 and write a paragraph about what the images suggest to you (5 pts).

F 2/6

ESSAY 1 DUE.
M 2/9

Read EA Chaps 18 and 19 (using sources); in-class exercise (5 pts).

W 2/11
 
Read EA 1015-26.

F 2/13
Read EA 1028-36; write a one-page summary of either Wednesday’s or today’s reading (10 pts).

M 2/16
Progress report 1 due: list possible topics for Essay 4 and explain, for each one, what questions you would want to explore (10 pts).

W 2/18
Have a working thesis statement for Essay 2 (5 pts).

F 2/20

No class: individual conferences.

M 2/23

No class, conferences.

W 2/25

Bring a draft of Essay 2 (5 pts) for peer review (5 pts).

F 2/27 

Meet in library for tour.
M 3/2
Meet in library for databases instruction.

W 3/4
Meet in library for Internet resources and evaluation instruction; group exercise during session (5 pts).

F 3/6

Meet in library.  ESSAY 2 DUE.
SPRING BREAK

M 3/16
Progress report 2 due: state your topic for Essay 4 and explain your central question about that topic; list any sources you’ve found so far and others you’re seeking, and explain what progress you’ve made so far.  Also let me know if you’re having particular problems (10 pts).

W 3/18

Read EA Chap 16 (evidence).

F 3/20

In-class exercise (5 pts).

M 3/23
Read essay on handout.

W 3/25
Read EA Chap 13 (humor) and 669-71.

F 3/27

Read EA Chap 14 (visual arguments); quiz on this week’s readings (10 pts).

M 3/30
Progress report 3 due: explain your working argument for Essay 4 and list and comment on the most helpful sources you’ve found so far (15 pts).

W 4/1
Determine the nature of your argument in Essay 4 (whether it’s a proposal, an evaluation, or a causal argument, etc.) and read the appropriate EA chapter among Chaps 7-11; write a paragraph justifying your choice of chapter and explaining how that chapter will help you consider and structure your argument (5 pts).
F 4/3
Have a working outline of Essay 4 (5 pts).

M 4/6
ESSAY 3 DUE.  Begin presentations (10 pts) and responses (5 pts).
W 4/8
Continue presentations and responses.

F 4/10
Continue presentations and responses.

M 4/13

Draft of Essay 4 due (5 pts).

W 4/15
Bring an excerpt of Essay 4 that includes references to sources; in-class exercise (5 pts).

F 4/17
Progress report 4 due: reflect on your work on Essay 4 so far, evaluating both your research and your writing and commenting on what you’ve done well and what work you still need to do (15 pts).

M 4/20
No class: individual conferences.  Bring supporting materials (all work so far, including progress reports and source materials) to conference.

W 4/22

No class, conferences.

F 4/24

No class, conferences.  Complete Discussion Board assignment (10 pts).

M 4/27

Revised draft with questions for reader due (5 pts).

W 4/29

Bring a draft of your Works Cited page.

F 5/1

Prepare peer review (5 pts).

ESSAY 4, RESEARCHED ARGUMENT, and all final revisions, due W 5/6 by noon.
