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Web Essay—English 101

Overview & Topic

For this essay, you will collaborate with a partner to develop an informational web essay—basically, a web site, but one that has effective text and graphics. For those of you who are engineering or computer science majors, the topic of your web essay should be something related to engineering or computer science.  The exact focus of the web site is up to you. For those of you who have other majors, the focus of your essay should be related to your major.

Audience

Your web site should be geared to a particular audience of your choosing.  Your web site, then, should provide information that would meet the needs and expectations of that audience.

Content

The content of your web site is basically related to the topic that you choose. However, your web site needs to adhere to standards of good taste because I will load all of the web sites to my personal university web site. Therefore, your web sites should not use inappropriate language, visual images, or material.  Your content must be factual and credible. It should also be objective, OR should clearly state that the contents reflect the creator’s personal views and opinions.  The web site should be free of any grammatical and spelling errors. In terms of length, I expect that your web site will have home page and seven to ten additional pages.

Organization

A good web site must have a well-conceived organizational plan and design. Each site should have a home page that has links to subsequent pages within the site. Users of the site must be able to find information easily. Tables or other organizational features are often very helpful.

Style

The web site should use a writing style that is appropriate to the audience and purpose. Furthermore, since two people are developing the site, it should sound as if one “voice” has created it—unless you deliberately establish the site to be a dialogue between the two creators and their points of view.

 
Authoring Tools

I will show you how to use Netscape Composer to author your pages. If you know html, feel free to code the pages yourself. 

Criteria

I will be looking at the following criteria as I evaluate each web site:

· The site should be credible—the site’s creators should be established on the home page with a link to an email address or regular mail address.

· It should have dates of creation and/or revision clearly displayed on each page.

· It should be objective or should clearly state that the contents reflect the creators’ opinions only.

· It should be accurate—the content must be factual and should be free of all grammatical and spelling errors.

· It should load quickly—graphics on the home page should be sized to allow for a quick download.

· It should appear as if much thought went into the overall theme, design concept, and organization of the site.  

· The title should be descriptive; links, icons, and lists should have a logical arrangement; graphics and images should enhance understanding; the background graphics should provide a cohesive look.

· The web site should have a consistent “voice.”

· The web site should use colors and graphics that are readable. Watch color combinations or busy backgrounds that deflect readers’ ability to view or read the site.

· All graphics and text must abide by copyright and fair use laws. This means that you need to make sure that any graphics you use are free for use and are not copyrighted. 

