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Analyzing Images Essay 
Goals

The goals of this essay are

· to apply what you’ve learned about description from the Angle of Vision essay in order to describe advertisements for an audience

· to analyze images (which is also called visual literacy)

· to think critically about the rhetorical features used in advertisements and the way in which advertisements shape both individual and cultural perception

· to write an analysis of the advertisements you have selected

Assignment

Read “The Writing Project” on p. 222 of The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing. This description will give you the basic starting point for this assignment. Be sure to select two advertisements about the same product but aimed toward different audiences. This means that you will need to find the advertisements from different sources (magazines). The better your advertisements, the more fun you’ll have with the assignment. That is to say,  boring ads tend to bore essay writers who, as a result, produce boring essays.

In the essay, you should 

· describe each advertisement with vivid detail so that the reader can “see” the ad without actually looking at it.

· analyze the ads, explaining how each targets a specific audience. In the analysis, you can explore how each ad appeals to different audience values and how the visual presentation of the ad works to create that audience appeal. In the essay, explore how each ad shapes (or tries to shape) the audience’s perception.

· critique how the ads either construct or reconfirm cultural perception(s) (such as “the good life,” “family values,” “youth,” “happiness,” “prosperity” or the like). 

Features

This essay should have

· a clearly stated thesis that is adequately supported by your analysis and critique

· an introduction that engages reader interest 

· a clear and logical organizational pattern with effective transitions to create coherency. (We’ll discuss various ways to organize this essay in class.)

· discussion paragraphs that present a coherent, logical case in support of the thesis, with appropriate rhetorical strategies, examples, definitions, and explanations.
· a concluding paragraph that brings the essay to a fulfilling close
· language use (sentence structure and vocabulary) appropriate for college level writing
· minimal (if any) grammar, punctuation, and spelling errors

For Help

See me or the Writing Center at any point during the writing process for additional help.
