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ENGLISH 101 FALL 2002
REFLECTIVE ESSAY & PORTFOLIO GUIDELINES

Portfolios

Your final portfolio (the equivalent of your final exam) will be due on MONDAY, DEC. 9 by NOON. Bring the portfolios to my office.  LATE PORTFOLIOS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED!
Your portfolio represents most of your work for the semester, so you should take pride in assembling it.  Do not haphazardly put your portfolio together. I expect that your portfolio will be easy to navigate. In other words when I open the folder, I’ll be able to easily and clearly identify FINAL/REVISED essay (the one that you want me to grade) and your drafts, etc.  

Here’s what you should include in your final portfolio:

       Final and all previous drafts of the “Angle of Vision” essay

       Final and all previous drafts of the “Analysis of Images” essay

       Final and all previous drafts of the “Summary/Response” essay

       Final and all previous drafts of the “Evaluation” essay

       Self-reflection essay

       EACH final draft should include a cover sheet that discusses the changes that you made to each paper, why you made them, and things that you left the same and why.

       The portfolio MUST be placed in a manila folder with your name on the tab.



Self-reflection Essay

By three methods we may learn wisdom: First, by reflection, which is noblest; second, by imitation, which is easiest; and third by experience, which is the bitterest. ---Confucius (Chinese philosopher)
Consider this assignment as a noble opportunity to gain wisdom through reflection.  In this essay, you will reflect upon your writing process over the last fourteen weeks. Please do not evaluate this class or me in this essay; you will be given an opportunity to do that on the last day of class.  Rather, this essay is an opportunity for you to think about what you’ve learned and write about it.  

In your self-reflection essay, you should address one or more of the following areas: self-knowledge, content knowledge, rhetorical knowledge, critical knowledge or judgement.  Each of these areas are defined fully in Allyn & Bacon, pages 723-725. On these pages, you will also find questions to probe your thinking—to help you decide what to write about and how to develop your writing.  Read these pages carefully.  
There is no “right or wrong” answer to this type of essay—no specific answer that I am looking for.  What I want to see is that you have given careful thought to your own abilities and weaknesses and that you can argue about those abilities and weaknesses clearly.

As with any formal academic writing, you should follow the principles of good writing that we’ve been working on all semester.  I will be looking for this essay to

        have a clear focus and thesis

        be well-organized and coherent

        be developed fully, using your own writing as the source of examples to support your claims about your writing

        use an engaging introduction and effective conclusion

        include an appropriate and interesting title

        use language, persona, and tone appropriately

        demonstrate a sophisticated writings style

        follow grammatical and mechanical conventions of Edited English

