Dr Sharon James McGee
ENG 101
Fall 2002

Evaluation Essay

In this writing task, you will write a persuasive evaluation essay.  The goals of this assignment are to

        develop critical thinking skills as you create criteria and match your object against those criteria

        write a persuasive essay for a skeptical audience (of your choosing)

        engage in the writing process

        build upon skills learned so far this semester: description (“Angle of Vision” essay), analysis (“Ad Analysis” essay), critique (“Summary/Strong Response” essay)

        continue using the writing process of planning, drafting, revising, and editing

The Assignment

Write an argument in which you use evaluative thinking to persuade your audience to see the value (or lack of value) of an engineering product that you are evaluating.  This engineering product could be a building, bridge, computer program or operating system, road, circuit, etc.—anything that you find of interest to evaluate. (If you are not an engineering major, you can choose a person, place, thing, event, or phenomenon to evaluate.) You should select an audience to whom you want to address this argument—the general public, a specific sub-group, SIUE students, etc.  Determine your audience as specifically as you can because this will help you think about how to address that audience’s questions in your essay.

The introduction to your argument should hook your audience’s interest in your evaluation question and should include a strong thesis. The body of your argument should establish criteria for evaluating your chosen subject, and then show how your subject meets or does not meet the criteria. Depending on the degree of controversy surrounding your subject, you may find it useful to summarize alternative views and respond to them through either concession or refutation. (See pages 383-388 for help with this.) Your conclusion should take advantage of its powerful rhetorical place and bring the audience to a sense of closure.  I expect that your evaluation essay would be about four or five double-spaced typed pages.

Chapter 16 in Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing will help you work through the process of writing this paper.

