Mashibini, English 102, Spring 2009

English 102 – 19

M, W, F:  10:00 – 10:50 AM

Spring 2009 (January 12 – May 8)

Instructors: Deborah Mashibini & Lisa Tellor Kelley

A Thematic Exploration in English 102:

Who Cares? An exploration of human interdependence 

Course Description and Objectives:  

Who cares? Or perhaps more pointedly: do we care, should we care and what is the nature of our care for individuals who are homeless, people with disabilities, those who come from different social, economic, religious or cultural backgrounds?  Are any of us truly independent? What does independence, dependence and interdependence mean in relation to our families, neighborhoods, communities and the world?

This class will challenge you to consider and pose questions about the concept of caring and human interdependence in the context of personal, social, economic and political relationships.  In class readings, discussion, and your research you will be challenged to consider topics related to this theme through a multi-faceted lens. 

The goals of English 102 are to teach you about argumentation, research methods, and refining your writing skills.  In order to reach these goals, you will complete several major tasks, read extensively in our required texts, work on shorter projects, both in and out of class, and give short oral reports. The minimum number of words you will write for this course is 8500 words.  Every student is strongly encouraged, and some may be required, to use the Writing Center (Peck Hall Room 1419 by appointment) for review of drafts of all written work.

Understanding that we will consider issues through a variety of perspectives and viewpoints, it is imperative that all of us observe common courtesy in our interactions with each other. It is expected that class discussions and individual research projects will explore differing points of view.

Students in this class will: 

· gain an understanding of the elements of formal argumentation.

· locate, read, analyze, and synthesize sources in order to write papers incorporating source material. 

· develop an awareness of citation formats (we will focus on using MLA style) .

· learn about and engage in ethical academic research.
· increase the powers of their vocabulary, both verbal and cultural, in order to increase their powers of articulation.

This course is designed to prepare you to write effective research papers in the college environment.  

Supplies:

· Always bring pen and paper to class (it is recommended that you purchase a notebook for in-class writing assignments

· SIUE email account and e-id and password for Blackboard

· A folder or notebook to maintain class writing assignments and handouts

· A pocket folder (a plain one is fine) for your portfolio

· Access to a computer, printer and paper to complete assignments

· Purchase a collegiate dictionary

Textbooks:

Lunsford, Ruszkiewicz and Walters, Everything’s an Argument
The DK Handbook, by Anne Frances Mysocki & Dennis A. Lynch
Instructors will provide additional hand-outs and reading material during the semester.

Course Policies:

Workload 

Out of class work:  Expect to spend up to 6 hours a week completing reading and writing assignments for our class.  You will also need to set aside blocks of time for library work.  These hours are necessary for completing your research assignments, so you must build them into your study schedule immediately and realize that you may need to be on campus for more than just the hours you spend in class. 



Grading, Attendance and Participation:

This course will follow the grading contract model.  

Your default grade will be a “B” if you meet all of the following expectations:

· Participate in discussions and in-class writing.

· Collaborate with other students during peer reviews. 

· Demonstrate courtesy when faced with diverse points of view and the ability to objectively consider and analyze points of view that differ from your own.

· Maintain all writing assignments and handouts in a folder.

· Turn in draft writing from in-class assignments as requested by the instructor (we will not review everything you write, but will ask to see some of the in-class exercises).

· Adhere to all deadlines on the calendar detailed in this syllabus.

· Complete short summary and analytical essays of 2 – 7 pages, as assigned, and a formal research paper (12 – 15 pages) equaling the equivalent of approximately 8,500 words (28 pages) of writing by the end of the semester. 

· Participate in a minimum of three conferences with the instructor.

· Miss no more than 3 class sessions (for any reason) during the semester.

· Come to class prepared (with supplies, assignments, etc.).

· Be on time for class.  If an emergency situation results in being late, it is your responsibility to find out what you have missed and let the instructors know what happened at the end of the class period.  Habitual lateness will impact your grade.

· Turn in all assignments on time.  NOTE:  emailed assignments will not be accepted.  You must arrange to complete, print, and be prepared to hand in all assignments as due at the beginning of class.  Late work will not be accepted.
· Demonstrate the ability to write a clear, logical, articulate argument.

· Present an oral summary of your research (8-10 minutes) and respond to questions. 
· If you do not meet all of these expectations your grade will be lowered.

· All assignments must be turned in typed, double spaced, using a 12 pt font, 1 inch margins, and otherwise adhering to all MLA format guidelines. 

To earn an “A” you must:

Demonstrate exemplary effort, progress, and quality in your writing.  Your research and conclusions will go beyond good effort; being recognizably reflective, thought provoking, organized, well researched, polished and otherwise excellent writing.  You will incorporate peer suggestions as well as suggestions of the instructor in your revision process.  You will also be consistently insightful, thoughtful, critical and courteous during peer review, class discussions and conferences.  You will take an active role in supporting fellow students in their achievement of class objectives and expectations.

Your grade will be reduced if any assignment is missed or you do not meet other course expectations as outlined above.

Plagiarism is unacceptable. The University recognizes plagiarism as a serious academic offense. Plagiarism, the act of representing the work of another as one's own, may take two forms. It may consist of copying, paraphrasing or otherwise using the written or oral work of another without acknowledging the source, or it may consist of presenting oral or written course work prepared by another as one's own. 

Normally a student who plagiarizes shall receive a grade of F in the course in which the act occurs. The offense shall also be reported to the Provost. A student who is reported a second time shall be suspended from the University for a period of not less than one term. Should a student who has been suspended for plagiarism be readmitted and be again found guilty of the offense, he/she shall be permanently expelled from the University.

Note about Technology:  While your cell phone is an effective way to contact others by texting and your ring tone is so groovy you want it heard, it is disrespectful in the classroom.  All cell phones and other noise-making devices must be turned off during class.  Please understand, in advance, that if your cell phone rings and interrupts class, you will be expected to leave.  This will be your only warning.

Schedule:

This class meets every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10 – 10:50 AM, from January 12 – April 29.  Finals week is May 4 – 9.   In the event that class is cancelled, for any reason, the instructor will notify all students either in person or in writing (via email) at least 24 hours in advance.  Check the SIUE web site or news reports for notice of cancellation due to weather.

Important Dates and Deadlines:

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday: 
Monday January 19th
No Class (Instructors at conference):
Friday, February 13th  
Spring Break:  



March 9 - 13

Research Topic Due:  


Friday, January 30
Preliminary Bibliography Due:

Monday, February 16
Informational Summary/Preliminary Topic Analysis (3 – 5 Pages)
Peer Review:



Monday, February 23

Due Date:



Wednesday, February 25

Conferences:



Thursday/Friday February 26, 27

Argument/Hypothesis:

Peer Review:

Wednesday, March 18
Draft Due:  

Friday, March 20
Conference Dates: 
Wednesday & Thursday, March 25, 26
Final Due:

Monday, March 30
Counter Argument:
Peer Review:

Monday, April 6
Draft Due:  

Wednesday, April 8
Conference Dates: 
Monday and Wednesday, April 13, 15
Oral Presentations:

Monday, Wednesday, Friday April 20, 22, 24

Final Research Paper Due:
Wednesday, April 29
Important Notes:  Additional weekly assignments will offer opportunities to practice skills in annotating, summarizing, analyzing, considering diverse opinions/positions, research sources/library resources, building a bibliography, choosing sources to cite, paraphrasing and quoting, plagiarism, and argumentation strategies (ethos, pathos, logos) 

This schedule is subject to change.

Support:  

Every student is strongly encouraged to have essays reviewed at the Writing Center:  located in Peck Hall, Room 1419, phone # 650-2045.  Appointments are required.  Call or stop by to make one.

Computers:  Printer out of ink?  No computer access?  This is not an excuse for late or missing assignments.  There are multiple places on campus to access computers and printers.  If you need help figuring out where and how just ask.

Disability:  Students with disabilities may register at Disability Support Services in Rendleman Hall Room 1218, phone number 650-3782.  Please notify this office and your instructor if you need any accommodations.

If you need other support, let the instructors know and we will try to either help or offer direction for you to seek additional support.


  

