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English 101
 Essay # 1


English 101, Spring 2009: Essay # 1 – Personal Narrative

This first assignment for English 101 is to write a 3 – 7 page personal narrative.
Remember that some of the most effective narratives describe what at first might seem like insignificant experiences.  It becomes significant when you add detail, take an unusual point of view, or perhaps add humor to the mix.  The key here is that you don’t need extraordinary material to write an interesting narrative essay.  

You can write about yourself, someone you know, or someone you saw and wondered about.

This essay should include description, narrative, analysis, and reflection.  Focus on the detail.  Use rich description and vivid details to invite the reader in to your world.  Offer the reader the opportunity to see, feel and understand the experience you convey.

· Keep your focus specific.  Focus on one experience

· Express your thoughts and feelings

· Write in the first person, “I”

· Include sensory details (things the reader can see, hear, feel, smell, taste)

· Include dialogue

· Remember that your narrative should include analysis and reflection on the experience you describe. What did this experience mean to you?  What did you take from it or learn from it?  Or perhaps, what did this experience leave you wondering about?

Try on the theme, “Who Cares?  An Exploration of Human Interdependence.”  Think about dependence, independence, and mutual dependence/interdependence. Think about how this theme relates to your experience. Can you remember a time when you felt completely dependent on someone and were disappointed?  Perhaps a time when someone came through for you with something you really needed at just the right time.  Perhaps you have struggled with the feeling of being dependent on others.  Perhaps you find yourself, as a student in college now, feeling independent for the first time.  Or perhaps the experience of being in college makes you realize how dependent you are on a person or on others in general.  Even the simple experience of sitting down in a restaurant hungry and having to wait to be served can be explored as an experience of dependence.  Or perhaps you want to explore the concept of interdependence in your narrative.  Think about how you depend on the actions of other people every day – those you interact with directly and those you don’t. 
If you have questions please ask!

Draft for peer review due:  January 26th
Draft for instructor due:  January 28th

Final Due:  Wednesday, February 4th
Format details:  must be typed, 12 pt font, double spaced, 1 inch margins, 3 – 7 pages
