English 101, Mashibini, Fall 2008


English 101 – 031
Fall 2008 (August 25 – December 19)

Instructor: Deborah Mashibini

Course Description and Objectives:  
On the Margins – a Thematic Exploration in English 101
Who is considered to be on the margins – socially, politically, or economically?  Who is considered on the margins in our families?  In our communities?  Have we personally had that experience?  As we read, write and engage in both small and large group discussion we will explore experiences of disability, homelessness, and other “marginalized” environmental, social, cultural and political circumstances.  

This class is designed to challenge and broaden your writing and critical thinking skills; to challenge you to establish a strong voice as you enter the world of scholarly and reflective discourse.  Understanding that there will be free discussion regarding a variety of issues, it is imperative that all of us observe certain rules of common courtesy in our interactions with each other.
Every student in this class will: 
Use writing to analyze and reflect on subjects from a variety of perspectives

Gain awareness of his or her own development as a writer

Practice using writing as a way of thinking through topics and ideas
This course will prepare you to write effectively in the college environment and for other adult audiences.  

Supplies:

· Always bring pen and paper to class (it is recommended that you purchase a notebook for in-class writing assignments
· SIUE email account and e-id and password for Blackboard

· A folder or notebook section to maintain class handouts

· A pocket folder (a plain one is fine) for your portfolio

· Access to a computer, printer and paper to complete assignments

Textbooks:
Faigley, Lester, Writing:  A Guide for College and Beyond, 2007

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Please bring Writing:  A Guide for College and Beyond with you every day to have it handy for reference.  

The instructor will provide additional hand-outs and materials during the semester.
Course Policies:
Grading, Attendance and Participation:

This course will follow the grading contract model adapted from that used by Asao Inoue, a former SIUE professor of English, who borrowed it from Peter Elbow of UMass.  

Your default grade will be a “B” if you meet all of the following expectations:

You are expected to:
· Participate in discussions and in-class writing.
· Collaborate with other students during peer reviews. 
· Demonstrate courtesy when faced with diverse points of view during class discussions.
· Maintain all in-class writing assignments in a folder.
· Turn in draft writing from in-class assignments as requested by the instructor (I will not review everything you write, but I will ask to see some of the in-class exercises).
· Adhere to all deadlines on the calendar detailed in this syllabus.
· Complete four essays of 2 – 7 pages, completing the equivalent of 11-15 pages of polished writing for your portfolio at the end of the semester. 

· Participate in a minimum of four conferences with the instructor.
· Miss no more than 3 class sessions (for any reason) during the semester.
· Come to class prepared (with supplies, assignments, etc.).
· Be on time for class.  If an emergency situation results in being late, it is your responsibility to find out what you have missed and let me know what happened at the end of the class period.  Habitual lateness will impact your grade.
· Turn in all assignments on time (see important note under “Support”).
· Demonstrate progress in your writing skills as demonstrated by the work included your portfolio.
· Complete a self evaluation essay (2-3 pages) that will be included in your final portfolio.
· If you do not meet all of these expectations your grade will be lowered.
· All final essay assignments must be turned in typed, double spaced, using a 12 pt font and 1 inch margins.  I prefer to have them printed on white paper.
To earn an “A” you must:

Demonstrate exemplary effort, progress, improvement, and quality in your writing.  Your writing will take risks and you will go beyond good effort, giving your work the time it needs to become recognizably reflective, thought provoking, organized, researched, polished and otherwise excellent writing.  You will incorporate peer suggestions as well as suggestions of the instructor in your revision process.  You will also be consistently insightful, thoughtful, critical and courteous during peer review, class discussions and conferences.  You will take an active role in supporting fellow students in their achievement of class objectives and expectations.
Your grade will be reduced if any assignment is missed or you do not meet other course expectations as outlined above.
Plagiarism is unacceptable, will result in an “F” and may result in further disciplinary action (see the official university policy on plagiarism at:  http://www.siue.edu/policies/116.shtml )

Schedule:

This class meets every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 11 – 11:50 AM from August 25 – December 19.  In the event that class is cancelled, for any reason, the instructor will notify all students either in person or in writing (via email) at least 24 hours in advance.  Check the SIUE web site or news reports for any notice of cancellation due to weather.
Important Dates and Deadlines:

Labor Day Holiday:  September 1

Thanksgiving Break:  November 24 - 28
Essay # 1:

Draft Due:  

Friday, September 12

Conference Date: 
Monday, September 15
Final Due: 

Friday, September, 19

Essay # 2:

Draft Due:  

Friday, October 10

Conference Date: 
Monday, October 13

Final Due: 

Friday, October17

Essay # 3:

Draft Due:  

Friday, November 7

Conference Date: 
Monday, November 10

Final Due: 

Friday, November 14

Essay # 4 and Self Evaluation:

Draft Due:  

Friday, Friday, December 5

Conference Date: 
Monday, December 8

Final Due with Portfolio: 
Friday, December 12

This schedule is subject to change.
Support:  

Writing Center:  located in Peck Hall, Room 1419, phone # 650-2045.  Appointments are required.  Call or stop by to make one.

Computers:  Printer out of ink?  No computer access?  This is not an excuse for late or missing assignments.  There are multiple places on campus to access computers and printers.  If you need help figuring out where and how just ask.

Disability:  Students with disabilities may register at Disability Support Services in Rendlemen Hall Room 1218, phone number 650-3782.  Please notify this office and your instructor if you need any accommodations.

If you need other support, let me know and I will try to either help or offer direction for you to seek additional support.
