English 101-0031

Mashibini, Essay # 1


On the Margins: Essay # 1 – A Personal Narrative

“In the summer of 1989, I took the initial steps of finding the language, unearthing the images, shaping the forms with which I could express an experience I had never read about before, so that my experience as a person … could become meaningful for others.”







Kenny Fries, Staring Back, p. 1

For this essay I challenge you, as Fries describes, to find the language, unearth the images, and shape the forms with which you can express your experience.  

Try on the theme, “On the Margins.”  Consider how broad a palate of experiences that might reflect:  being homeless, having a disability, being part of a cultural or ethnic minority, always wanting but not quite being able to join the “in” crowd, or perhaps it is simply an experience you had one day when you walked in to a new place where people were gathered who clearly knew each other and felt comfortable together and there you were, on the margins, hoping to join in.  

Remember that some of the most effective narratives describe what at first might seem like an insignificant experience.  It becomes significant when you add detail, take an unusual point of view, or perhaps add humor to the mix.  The key here is that you don’t need extraordinary material to be interesting… interest is something the writer creates.
You can write about yourself, someone you know, or someone you saw and wondered about.

This essay will include description, narrative, analysis, and reflection.  Focus on the detail.  Use rich description and vivid details to invite the reader in to your world.  Offer the reader the opportunity to see, feel and understand the experience you convey.

· Keep your focus specific.  Focus on one experience
· Express your thoughts and feelings

· Write in the first person, “I”

· Include sensory details (things the reader can see, hear, feel, smell, taste)

· Include dialogue

· Remember that your narrative should include analysis and reflection on the experience you describe. What did this experience mean to you?  What did you take from it or learn from it?  Or perhaps, what did this experience leave you wondering about?

Draft due:  September 12th
Final Due:  September 19th
Format:  typed, 12 pt font, double spaced, 1 inch margins, 2 – 7 pages

