English 101-0031

Mashibini, Essay # 3

On the Margins: Essay # 3 – Argument
An argument is:  “a reason given in proof or rebuttal; discourse intended to persuade; a coherent series of statements leading from a premise to a conclusion.”  (quoting part of the definition from Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, Eleventh Edition)
Your assignment for this essay is to write a 3 – 7 page position argument, or argument for change:   

1. Choose a topic on which there are varied opinions.  Explain what the issue is.
2. Take a point of view - make a claim (a clear statement of position on the issue).

3. Back up your claim with reasons.  Support your reasons with evidence including statistics, examples, and the opinions of experts.

4. Include at least brief reference to opposing points of view.

5. Come to a strong conclusion that persuades the reader that your position on this issue is a strong and reasonable one based on the evidence and reasons you have given.

The key here is to think critically and argue logically. Convince the reader that your position is reasonable based on evidence you find.  Use the analytical skills that practiced in your last essay.  Structure here is important; make sure that you arrange your evidence logically so that your conclusion makes sense.
Write in third person.

Again, I encourage you to consider the wealth of possible issues and positions within our “On the Margins” theme.  Does “hate” speech encourage violence?  Are there some environments or instances in which there be censorship of extreme social, religious or political views?  Do homeless people choose to live on the streets?  Do urban or rural communities do a better or worse job in accommodating or caring for people who are on the social or economic margins?  Do social welfare programs encourage dependence or independence?  Is “assisted suicide” a positive option for people who are severely ill or who have significant disabilities?  Choose your topic, do the research, see what you can find out and take a position.
We will spend time over the next two weeks looking at possible topics for argument.  You want to pick a position that is debatable, and convince the reader.  Don’t argue for a commonly accepted belief.  Read examples in hand-outs and in your textbook for examples showing how different writers justify their positions.    
Draft Due:  

Friday, November 7
Conference Dates: 
Monday and Tuesday, November 10 & 11
Final Due: 

Friday, November 14
Format:  typed, 12 pt font, double spaced, 1 inch margins, 3 – 7 pages
