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Spring 2007
ENG 102: English Composition
TOPIC: Information, Technology, and Identity
Section #043, TR 3:30p - 4:45p 
Dr. Matthew S. S. Johnson

Required Texts:
· Lunsford, Andrea A., John J. Ruszkiewicz, and Keith Walters.  Everything's an Argument.  3rd ed.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2004.

· Selzer, Jack.  Argument in America.  New York: Pearson Longman, 2004.

· Spatt, Brenda.  Writing from Sources.  6th ed.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2003.
· Other required readings are available through Blackboard

COURSE DESCRIPTION & GOALS: Builds upon the analytical and writing skills developed in 101 with emphasis on argumentation and critical synthesis of information based on research.
COURSE WORK: Every week, we will work on the sorts of tasks that integrate thinking, speaking, and writing: reading critically, responding individually and as a group, and analyzing what we read.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS: Written assignments will be of three types:

(1)  Three Formal Essays, which include the submission of rough drafts.  All essays will be submitted through Blackboard.  All rough drafts must also be printed and brought to class (or conferences) on the day they are due.

(2)  Three Project Documents, which are smaller assignments designed to help you to succeed on the larger papers.  Specifically, you will be writing a summary/analysis short paper for Essay #1 and a full annotated bibliography and a project proposal for Essay #2.  These will be submitted through Blackboard; I may also ask that you bring a hardcopy to class.
(3)  Informal Writings.  Various in-class writings, emailed responses, quizzes, or brief writing assignments may be assigned, based on your readings, throughout the semester.  These may be unannounced, and will be explained only during the regular class period.
Please keep a copy of all writing you do for this course.
GRADING: There are 1000 possible points for the semester, and your final grade will be the sum of the points you receive, converted to a letter grade.  The point breakdown is as follows:


Essays
#1 & 2



400 points (@ 200 each)



Essay
#3



250 points



Project Documents #1-3


225 (@ 75 each)

Classroom Presentation


75 points



Informal Writings


50 points








1000 total points
PARTICIPATION: Classroom participation, i.e., responding and listening, is essential and expected.  I will help your participation by stimulating in class discussion, but the responsibility of response and asking questions must be your own.  In addition, you will be responsible for various small group work activities.  Attendance and promptness are also factors here.

ATTENDANCE: Expect to attend every class ON TIME with your reading and writing assignments completed, and be prepared to participate in discussion and/or group work.  Much of your work will consist of talking with others in class about your writing and about the texts we read.  Thus, this is not a course for which you can “make up” the work you have missed.  You are allowed three absences for the semester, no questions asked; every class period you miss after the third will result in lowering your course total by 50 points.  Make certain that you inform me in advance about religious holidays or athletic competitions for which you must miss class.  Tardiness is unacceptable; every three late arrivals is the equivalent of an absence, point-wise.  Any student who misses more than three classes before week 10 will be withdrawn from the course and assigned a WR.  Missing more than 7 classes will result in an automatic failure of the course -- for not actually taking it -- regardless of point totals.

DRAFTS AND PEER RESPONSE: Revising is an important part of inquiry and writing in this course.  To help you revise, you will receive feedback from your peers and from me.  Final draft papers must show significant changes from their earlier drafts.  I will not read final draft essays for which I have not already seen a first draft.  Submit rough drafts electronically (via email), but also bring a hardcopy of your rough drafts to class with you on the day they are due.
LATE PAPERS: All papers are to be submitted electronically (via SIUE email) on the day they are due, before our class meets (i.e. before 3:30pm).  Late papers will receive an automatic penalty of 10% of the paper’s total points as soon as they are late, and an additional 10% penalty each subsequent day (again at 3:30pm).  If illness or some other emergency interferes with your ability to turn in a paper on time, contact me immediately (email will do).

PLAGIARISM: Any paper with your name on it signifies that you are the author -- that the wording and ideas are yours, with exceptions indicated by quotation marks and citations.  Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of others’ materials (words and ideas).  Evidence of plagiarism will result in a failing grade for the entire course, and a report filed with the Provost.  Plagiarism is a serious offence, and considered so by the University.

EMAIL:  As students of SIUE, you all have an SIUE email account.  For convenience and security reasons, I will send emails to your SIUE account only.  Please always submit your papers to me via your SIUE email account only.
WRITING CONFERENCES: Please meet with me during my office hours or make an appointment to discuss your work in progress or any aspect of the course.  I also encourage you to visit the Writing Center in Peck Hall 1419 for additional writing assistance (call 618-650-2045 for an appointment).

DISABILITY SUPPORT SERVICES: SIUE offers resources and accommodations for students with disabilities.  You may obtain a Disability Support Service ID CARD in 1218 Rendleman Hall (call 650-3726 for additional information).  Please notify me during the first week of class concerning any academic accommodations that you might require.
IMPORTANT NOTE: By remaining in this section of ENG 102, you are indicating to me that you have read, you will adhere to, and you understand all of the policies I have listed here.

*     *     *

DAILY SCHEDULE:

Spring 2007 ENG 102: English Composition
The schedule may be subject to revisions throughout the course of the semester.  Any changes will be announced in class.

SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS

BB = Reading to be found on Blackboard:  download/print, read, and bring to class on the day listed

EA = Reading to be found in Everything’s an Argument
AA = Reading to be found in Argument in America
WS = Reading to be found in Writing from Sources
*Note*—assignments are due on the date by which they are listed.

Week One

Tues 1/9

Introductions
Thurs 1/11
EA: “Everything Is an Argument” (3-26)
Week Two
Tues 1/16
WS: “Reading for Understanding” (3-6)
WS: “Logic and Argumentation” (24-37)
Thurs 1/18
AA: Handelsman, “Traffic on the Information Superhighway” (196)

AA: Cleaver, “The Internet: A Clear and Present Danger?” (197-202)

BB: Essay #1 Assignment Sheet


BB: Project Document #1 Assignment Sheet

Week Three
Tues 1/23
AA: Winston, “Copying This Article is Strictly Forbidden” (212-214)

AA: Bolling, “Library System Terrorizes Publishing Industry” (215)

Thurs 1/25
WS: “Presenting Sources to Others” (65-69)



EA: “Arguments Based on Facts and Reason” (100-118)
Project Document #1 (Summary, Quotation, and Analysis) DUE (via Blackboard)
Week Four
Tues 1/30
Familiarize yourself with EA: “Documenting Sources” (424-454)
Thurs 2/1
Rough Draft Essay #1 DUE (bring hardcopy to class)
Week Five
Tues 2/6

BB: Essay #2 Assignment Sheet
Final Draft Essay #1 DUE (via Blackboard)
Thurs 2/8
EA: “Reading and Writing Arguments” (27-50)
BB: Project Document #2 Assignment Sheet


BB: Project Document #3 Assignment Sheet
Week Six
Tues 2/13
BB: Turkle, “Who Am We?” (730-739)
BB: Stone, “Introduction” excerpt (3-5)
Thurs 2/15
Project Document #2 (Project Proposal) DUE (via Blackboard; bring hardcopy to class)
Week Seven
Tues 2/20
BB: Dibbell, “A Rape in Cyberspace” (11-30)
BB: Brooks, “Oversimulated Suburbia” (366-371)
Thurs 2/22
WS: “Finding Sources” (231-269)
Week Eight
Tues 2/27
In class research day
Thurs 3/1
EA: “Structuring Arguments” (121-138)

Project Document #3 (Annotated Bibliography) DUE (via Blackboard)
Spring Break: Monday, March 5th – Sunday, March 11th
Week Nine
Tues 3/13
Rough Draft Essay #2 DUE (bring hardcopy to class)
Thurs 3/15
EA: “What Counts as Evidence” (367-383)
Week Ten
Tues 3/20
BB: Holahan, “The Dark Side of Second Life” (1-3)
BB: Hof, “My Virtual Life” (1-6)
BB: Carter, “It’s My Time and I’ll Sell If I Want To” (1-5)
Thurs 3/22
No Class (Writing Day)
Week Eleven
Tues 3/27
BB: Essay #3 Assignment Sheet
Final Draft Essay #2 DUE (via Blackboard)
Thurs 3/29
No Class (Faculty Meetings – begin Essay #3)
Week Twelve 
Tues 4/3

EA: “Visual Arguments” (301-330)
Thurs 4/5
AA: Wysocki, “Understanding the Visual in Textual Arguments” (501-524)

In class showing (program TBA)
Week Thirteen
Tues 4/10
In class showing (program TBA)
Thurs 4/12
Essay #3 Question/Answer Session (Class Presentation)
Week Fourteen
Tues 4/17 
No Class (Conferences: bring hardcopy of Essay #3 Rough Draft)

Rough Draft Essay #3 DUE (during conferences)
Thurs 4/19
Essay #3 Question/Answer Session (Class Presentation)
Week Fifteen
Tues 4/24
Paper workshop
Thurs 4/26
Final Draft Essay #3 DUE (via Blackboard)
Final Exams: Saturday, April 28th – Friday, May 4th
