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Classroom Presentations (for Essay #3) (75 Points)
Due: Either Thursday, April 12th or Thursday, April 19th (you will sign up for one date)

In writing your final essay, the researched cultural analysis, you are entering into a larger conversation – with scholars, field experts, politicians, citizen critics, and others – about your topic.  By doing your research and contributing your argument (thesis), you, too, are now speaking as an “expert.”  You can field questions.  You can generate knowledge.

For your classroom presentation, you are to report on your topic to your classmates and to me.  Then, you are to entertain questions and commentary from your classmates.  Ultimately, you are trying to get your classmates to discuss your topic with you in order to help you develop ideas for your final paper.  You will be graded on the “completeness” of your presentation (that is, have you offered your classmates enough material so that they can talk about it) and the quality/quantity of the interaction (have you gotten your classmates to ask questions?  Make comments?  Have you responded to those questions and comments?  Have you tried to see what the other class members have to say about an individual’s question?).
Here are a few questions that you might think about in order to generate conversation:

· What major issues/themes do you cover?  Do your sources cover? 

· How do these issues/themes relate to the general ideas of the course that we have been discussing? 

· What relationships do you see between the texts that you are using and the other texts we have read so far in the course?

· What connections do you see between your research, topic, and popular culture (or the culture around you)? 

· How do the authors present the material? What stylistic or rhetorical strategies do they use? To what purpose/effect? 

· Where are there points of contention between you and the experts you’ve read? 

· What portions of the texts/topics do you not understand (and as a result, your classmates may not, either)? 

· Can the ideas in your research or your own ideas be applied to different topics? Other venues?

· Is there an activity that might be useful to you in which your classmates might participate?

