ENG 102                                                                                                                   Matthew S. S. Johnson


The Quick Version: Internal Parenthetical Documentation

This sheet is merely intended as a quick reference: by no means is everything is covered here.  See me individually if you have additional questions.  And do, please, look stuff up: Purdue Online Writing Lab (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/)
All citations for the purpose of this quick and dirty guide to MLA parenthetical documentation are from

Descartes, Rene. Discourse on Method and Meditations of First Philosophy, 3rd Edition. Trans.


Donald A. Cress. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Co., 1993. 

The basic format looks like this:
[Eloquent introduction to the quotation here] “But surely it is an imperfection in me that I do not use my freedom well and that I make judgements about things I do not properly understand” (Descartes 87). 

The quick breakdown of the citation portion: 1) the end of the quotation, with its end-quotation mark; 2) the parenthetical documentation (the author's last name and the page on which the quotation appears--without a comma, etc.); 3) the period. 

But, as that is as basic a parenthetical documentation example gets, you might be wondering: 

· The first time you quote an author, use the author's full name (for subsequent references, use only the author's last name):
[Here lies a relevant lead-in] Likewise, Rene Descartes concludes that “I am in no way mistaken in these matters” (105). 
· If your attributive tag clearly indicates from where the quotation comes, you may include the page number without the author's name: 

Rene Descartes, in “Discourse on Method,” claims that it “is advisable to review the various occupations that men take up in this life, so as to try to choose the best one” (15-16).
· If your quotation spans a page-break, simply include the page range (both pages): 

“Even to the fashions of our clothing,” he notes, “the same thing that pleased us ten years ago and that perhaps might again please us ten years from now seems to us extravagant and ridiculous” (Descartes 9-10). 

· You may shorten quotations with ellipses (but do not change the meaning of the quoted material): 

Descartes comments that “. . . the fashions of our clothing . . . that pleased us ten years ago . . . seems to us extravagant and ridiculous” (Descartes 9-10). 

· You may add words to a quotation to clarify an author's meaning: 

“I have often judged myself,” Descartes remarks, “to have been driven by them [natural impulses]” (73). 

· You may add to/alter a quotation to maintain grammatical accuracy as long as you do not change the meaning of the quoted passage: 

Descartes includes summaries at the end of lengthy passages and “provide[s] . . . sufficiently detailed explanation[s]” after thoughts difficult to explain using mere words (31). 

· Sometimes splicing quotations makes your writing proceed more smoothly (maintain grammatical accuracy though – which can be tricky): 

Descartes admits that “using my reason in everything” is “what pleased me most about this method” (12). 

· If the quotation ends before your sentence, you may place the citation directly after the quoted portion (this is particularly helpful if you have integrated the quotation into your own prose at the sentence level, while maintaining, of course, the appropriate quotation marks): 

Announcements such as “I shall also more or less go forward in the knowledge of nature” (Descartes 37) offer the reader a glimpse into Descartes's train of thought. 

· When quoting a question, the question mark appears within the quotation marks, yet a period should still be placed after the citation (an exclamation mark works the same way): 

In an effort to understand “what I am,” Descartes asks, “But what about those things I ascribed to the soul?” (Descartes 65). [Thoughtful analysis here ensues . . .] 

