ENG 102                                                                                                                     Matthew S. S. Johnson
PAGE  
2

Essay #2:  Researched Analysis (200 pts)

(4-6 double-spaced, typed pages) 

Rough Draft Due: Tuesday, 3/13
Final Draft Due: Tuesday, 3/27
*Note that Project Document #2 (the Essay #2 project proposal) and Project Document #3 (the annotated bibliography for Essay #2) are both intended to lead directly into your Essay #2.*

The Assignment

For Essay #1, you were to have written your own argument inspired by one of the texts that we read for class.  Essay #2 offers you more freedom: you are to “invent” your own argument, research your own outside sources, and write a researched analysis comprised of a sophisticated enough claim that it will carry you through the four to six page requirement.  
Remember that the class theme is “information, technology, and identity,” and so I strongly encourage you to choose a topic that has something to do with the class conversation and texts.  Having said that, know that information, technology, and identity are enormous in breadth, and your own interest(s), major(s), and/or profession(s) will be related in some way: you just need to make that connection clear.

Research Requirements and Tips

Essay #2 requires you to integrate five sources, at least two of which must be peer reviewed.  Consider looking at EBSCO (Academic Search Premier, ERIC, etc.) and JSTOR for peer reviewed essays.  For newspaper articles, you might try Lexis-Nexis.  Wikis and dictionaries will not count as sources unless you are specifically using them as part of your argumentative focus, which we can discuss in class (and if you use a dictionary, use the Oxford English Dictionary, which is available online through the Lovejoy Library).  I highly suggest two methods of research to help you get going: 1) Go to the library, locate print sources, and examine their works cited pages.  The works cited page on one source that is useful to you will undoubtedly lead to a second (and often a reputable one).  2) Access the Lovejoy’s online resources at <http://www.library.siue.edu/lib/> and select “A-Z List of Online Resources” in the left navigation bar.  
When researching, let open questions guide you – do not simply look for evidence to support a claim that you have already made.  The source material – just like in Essay #1 – can help you to shape your own focus and thesis statement (argument).  Do not simply choose the first five sources you come across; instead, locate many more sources than you need, and then take the best ones of the bunch.  All of your sources should be included for Project Document #3, although you only need five for Essay #2.  As usual, follow MLA format for all documentation.

When integrating your source material, remember that you do not need to use the sources equally (and probably shouldn’t).  Use only what is necessary to use – no “padding.”  Integrate the direct quotations with your own prose (perhaps only quoting a word or two, or a partial sentence).  Remember to use attributive tags, and mention the authors’ full name upon first mention.

Invention Help
· Once you have determined your overall topic, consider what it has to do with information, technology, and/or identity.  (For instance, the topic “education” becomes “student technology usage in education.”)
· Form “inquiry questions” that will help you to think about your topic before you settle on a working thesis statement.  Avoid yes/no questions, and instead ask “to what extent?”  (For instance, “To what extent do students use technology in their own education?”

· Narrow your focus by thinking more specifically about your topic.  (For instance, students use Blackboard in education . . . students use Blackboard discussion forums . . . students post anonymous emails in Blackboard discussion forums . . . “To what extent does anonymity shape student-centered, online conversation?”)
· Consider combining “cultural lenses” with your topic: gender, race, class, ethnicity, age, sexuality, power relationships, boundaries, access, etc. etc. etc.
· Allow writing as a process to help you to determine your thesis: in other words, you can begin writing without concrete ideas.  Integrate quotations, interpret them, analyze them, combine them – where do they lead you?  Watch for patterns in the ways different authors discuss your topic.  Write about your sources as if they were in a formal paper and look for patterns in your own thinking.

· Determine your next question (ask questions about your questions).  Let your research be guided by open questions, not by closed opinions or preformed conclusions. Do not simply choose evidence that supports your pre-formulated claim; allow your thesis to be shaped by what you read.
· Find contrary or complicating evidence that does not seem to fit with your thesis.  Modify your thesis (make it more complex) to account for the discrepancies you uncover. 

Assessment Criteria

A Successful Essay WILL:

· Present and develop a strong thesis, which is an interpretative claim (NOT merely an opinion or description) about your topic.
· Provide evidence and examples which support your thesis statement’s assertions (crucial importance and representative examples).

· Employ a logical and effective organizational structure of well developed paragraphs, smooth transitions, and a strong introduction/conclusion.

· Demonstrate familiarity with useful ideas and terms from the readings and outside sources, but integrate only what your argument requires.
· Engage the reader with "zesty" prose, good diction, proper mechanics-readability factor!

· Do the work of analysis – do not simply describe something, do not simply dictate policy, do not simply relate data.

· NOT be dominated by the “experts.”  This is your paper which uses outside sources to develop  your original claim/thesis and idea. You are not merely summarizing what other people have said.
· Have a catchy and interesting title that relates to the main claims and/or interpretations of the paper.
