ENG 102                                                                                                                                  Matthew S. S. Johnson


Essay #1:  Preliminary Argument (200 pts)
(3-5 double-spaced, typed pages) 
Rough Draft Due: Thursday, 2/1
Final Draft Due: Tuesday, 2/6
The first paper of this course is a straightforward argument.  You will use one (note that using the cartoons might prove difficult) of the four texts we’ve examined (Handelsman, “Traffic on the Information Superhighway”; Cleaver, “The Internet: A Clear and Present Danger?”; Winston, “Copying This Article is Strictly Forbidden”; Bolling, “Library System Terrorizes Publishing Industry”) and one outside source of your own choosing as inspiration for your own argument.
You do not need to argue against the author(s) (though that is an option), and you do not have to deal with the entire essay(s).  Instead, choose one element of the discussion that intrigues you and develop an argument of your own about it.  Remember, too, that you need not treat the two texts with which you are working equally.  So, you might base your argument on one of them and refer only briefly to the other.  Or, you might find some connection between the two texts and focus on that single connection.
The evidence for your argument in this paper will come from four potential places:  


1.  The original text (one of the four listed above) 

2.  The text that you locate

3.  Logical reasoning (induction or deduction)


4.  Personal experience

Personal experience, while it can be difficult to present to others convincingly, can be a highly effective way of proving a point.  The key lies in knowing what your own experience means, what it can prove, and how to present it to your audience.  You want to convey the strength of your own personal impressions to your readers, without making yourself sound overly emotional or irrational.  This means you have to be able to take a step back from your own experiences and look at them from a distance.  You will also want to imply that your own personal experience may apply to others as well, without giving the impression that your experience is necessarily universal.   
Often, the easiest way to use personal experience is to put it into a narrative which you then analyze for your reader.
Do not forget to include a works cited page, in MLA format (the works cited page does not count toward your essay’s page total, of course).
A successful essay will:
· Present and develop a thesis (main claim) that you can then argue.  
· Provide evidence that supports your thesis.  Employ a logical and effective organizational structure of well developed paragraphs, smooth transitions, and a strong introduction/conclusion.

· Present you (the author) as intelligent, reasonable, and thoughtful.
· Engage the reader with smooth prose, good diction, and proper mechanics. 

· Have an informative title that relates to the topic of your paper.
· Include a works cited section at the end (this time it will presumably have two entries).

· Follow proper MLA format (but no title page – title at the top of the first page will do)
