ENG 102                                                                                                                   Matthew S. S. Johnson


Classroom Presentation Suggestions/Guidelines Sheet (50 points)

On a given day during of the semester, you will need to lead the class discussion for one of the course texts in the form of an informal classroom presentation. I will basically call on you to “get the conversation” started with questions, engaging examples, intriguing connections, or methods gleaned from your own creativity. You may have a partner with whom you will work. 

While I will primarily grade you on your performance in class, you will need to submit a written version of your plan on the day of your presentation. This written version must be typed and double-spaced, but can take whatever form is most beneficial to you (a list of questions, explanations of the topics you wish to cover, etc.) and will be as long as it needs to be (your good judgment); I will use it as a guide only, for you will find that written class plans more often than not do not get presented as they were originally intended, as the class will respond in unexpected ways and ask questions not covered in your notes. Having said this, remember that your 50 points will be primarily based on this written portion -- make it worth that 50 points. 

Do not plan to have much time (if you plan an activity, or think you will need a chunk of the classroom time, see me in advance); think about starting the conversation and then participating by adapting your plan -- this will not be a formal presentation with visual aids, or be timed, etc. It’s not a speech, but you will be in front of the class. Be ready to display your “mastery” of your given text. I will account for this description when I’m grading -- that is, it will be abundantly clear whether or not you’ve put in effort on this small project, so on the whole, this will be an “all or nothing” activity. 

If you are absent on the day of your presentation, you will automatically forfeit the 50 total points (unless we have made prior arrangements). 

To help you in your planning, consider the following list of questions/suggestions (note that the intent here is to get you thinking -- you should not simply answer these questions one by one, nor should you ask these questions directly in class). 

· What major issues/themes does the author cover? 

· How do these issues/themes relate to the general ideas of the course that we have been discussing? 

· What relationships do you see between the text you are presenting and the other texts we have read so far in the course?

· What would one of the other authors we have read say about the text? Why? 

· What connections do you see between the text and popular culture (or the culture around you)? 

· How does the author present the material? What stylistic or rhetorical strategies does she/he employ? To what purpose/effect? 

· Where are there points of contention between you and the author? 

· What portions of the text do you not understand (and as a result, your classmates may not, either)? 

· Where are the particularly strong or weak parts of the author’s argument? Can you challenge the strong bits? Can you bolster the weak bits? 

· What writing strategies do you see the author using? 

· Are there any appropriate activities that you can design for use with your text? 

· Can the ideas discussed in your text be applied to other areas of community not yet covered? Other topics? 

· How does the text “fit” in the history of a particular community? 

· What does the author NOT cover? What does the author NOT say? Why? 

· What thesis statements could you write about the text? What arguments could you formulate about the text? 

· What outside information can you bring to the table (about the author? About the text? About community? About yourself?)? 

· What is the best way to present the material you wish to cover? Discussion? An activity (see me first!)? A lecture (see me first!)? A creative quiz (see me first!)? 

· What would Matthew do? 

