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The Great Debate
READ Mark Hertsgaard “A Global Green Deal” (406-411) by MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4th.

For Friday, November 8th, you are to arrange a debate based on the arguments presented by Mark Hertsgaard in “A Global Green Deal” (406-411).  There will be two main debate groups:  One which is for Hertsgaard’s plan, and one which is against his plan.  We will develop a third group—one comprised of debaters who see merit in the plan, but cannot precisely support it.

· Step I:  Determine your position and arrange the groups.  Are you for, against, or undecided?  Break up into the three groups.

· Step II:  Elect a spokesperson who will deliver an opening statement for your side of the debate.  The opening should be no more than three minutes in length.  The opening statement should consist of a general statement of position, and a brief outline of the argument that will follow.  The opening statement should be purely defensive.

· Step III:  Elect a spokesperson who will deliver closing remarks for your group.  Closing remarks should be no more than three minutes in length.  They should briefly review the arguments presented, but should pay special attention to counterargument—that is, the closing remarks should be both defensive and offensive (that is, be critical of the other group’s testimony).  While these remarks should have one main deliverer, others within the group can speak out briefly to support the speaker.

· Step IV:  Select two notetakers:  one for your group, one to record NEATLY for Group III; these people will also be responsible for typing up the plans and distributing them to group members.

· Step V:  Plan your argument.  Your outlining skills that we developed at the beginning of the semester should prove useful here.  


--Plan two or three main arguments that your group will present to prove its case.


--Consider electing specific people to present different portions of your argument.  



--Consider also who might be willing and able to effectively offer rebuttal—perhaps you want to select 
two or three individuals who would be entirely responsible for the counterarguments.


--Group III:  discuss pros and cons of Hertsgaard’s plans, and even possible alternatives; please also  
mingle with the other groups.

· Step VI:  Debate.  The presentation will consist of a structured format:



Group I:  Opening remarks (3 minutes)



Group II: Opening remarks (3 minutes)



Group I:  Main arguments (8 minutes)



Group II:  Rebuttal (4 minutes)



Group I:  Redirect (if necessary); Group III commentary (5 minutes)



REGROUP (1 minute)



Group II:  Main arguments (8 minutes)



Group I:  Rebuttal (4 minutes)



Group II: Redirect (if necessary); Group III commentary (5 minutes)



Group I:  Closing remarks (3 minutes)



Group II:  Closing remarks (3 minutes)



Group III:  Take a position; Judge announces final outcome

Take notes throughout the entire debate; concentrate on writing the thoughts that come into your mind for counterarguments that you can present.  Group III should pay special attention to this, as your arguments will be largely based on the main arguments the two debate groups present.

· Monday, November 4—Debate planning:  Groups I and II, deliver 1 copy of plans to Group III

· Wednesday, November 6—Groups I and II, deliver typed plans to Group III and each of your group’s members.  Group III, deliver typed plans to each of your group’s members

· Friday, November 8—the debate.  Each group, deliver one copy of typed plans to judge.
