ENG 101                                                                                                                   Matthew S. S. Johnson


Short Analyses Suggestions/Guidelines Sheet
 (1 paragraph with list of questions, "handed-in" via email; 200 total points @ 20 pts. each)

Choose ten texts (three in the first five weeks, three in the second five weeks, three in the third five weeks, and one up to you) on which you will write an informal short analysis and a list of questions. On the DAY BEFORE the reading about which you are writing, email me your short analysis (I must receive your work before midnight). Do NOT send as an email attachment: just compose as a regular email (or cut and paste into one -- format is not an issue for these short analyses). 

Here is a model for what these assignments might look like (there are, certainly, other possibilities; you do not, for example, need a quotation, but notice that there is a small “argument” being made in this paragraph, which is what your goal for these short analyses should be). 

Thomas Jefferson says in the Declaration of Independence that “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness” (1). His use of the term “we” is significant: he is both referring to his readers who are his fellow colonists withdrawing from Great Britain, but he is also using the term to appropriate his readership across the sea -- the very people who he is declaring independence from. By including those who he is writing against -- the royalists -- he is forcing them to realize the plight of the colonists. In essence, if they agree that people are entitled to life, liberty, and happiness (and who wouldn't), then they also must by default agree that the British King has been unjust. 

There is no set number of questions required in the list, as long as they are “quality” questions. Strong inquiry questions or good discussion questions will work. Avoid yes/no questions. Think about questions that we might discuss as a class. I would expect your question lists to get better as the semester progresses, as you’ll have (and so will I) a better idea of the types of discussions we will be having. Complicated questions – that is, ones that are not easily answered – are your best bet. 

To help you with your question lists, consider the following general questions; yours, of course, will be much more specific. 

· What major issues/themes does the author cover? 

· How do these issues/themes relate to the general ideas of the course that we have been discussing? 

· What relationships do you see between the text you are presenting and the other texts we have read so far in the course? (Consider similarities and differences, and even more importantly, differences within similarities, and similarities within differences – see Writing Analytically.) 

· What would one of the other authors we have read say about the text? Why? 

· What connections do you see between the text and popular culture (or the culture around you)? 

· How does the author present the material? What stylistic or rhetorical strategies does she/he employ? To what purpose/effect? 

· Where are there points of contention between you and the author? 

· What portions of the text do you not understand (and as a result, your classmates may not, either)? 

· Where are the particularly strong or weak parts of the author’s argument? Can you challenge the strong bits? Can you bolster the weak bits? 

· What writing strategies do you see the author using? 

· Can the ideas discussed in your text be applied to other related concepts? Other topics? Other texts? 

· What is the historical context of the text? Is it significant to know something about it? 

· What does the author NOT cover? What does the author NOT say? Why? 

· What thesis statements could you write about the text? What arguments could you formulate about the text? 

· What outside information can you bring to the table (about the author? About the text? About the concept? About yourself?)? 

· What would Matthew ask about it? 

