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Checklist for Evaluating an Essay: Self-Reflection
“Finished” with the essay?  We’ll see.  Ask yourself the following:

· Is the essay unified? What is the main idea? What one, main question does the writer attempt to answer? 

· Is the writer’s answer or main idea represented in a thesis statement? Does that thesis prepare the reader for the essay that follows? Does the thesis appear in an appropriate place in the essay? 

· Does the introduction prepare appropriately for the presentation of that thesis? Does it provide an appropriate context for the thesis? 

· Is the essay organized? Is the body of the essay effectively organized to support the writer’s thesis? What organizational structure does the thesis prepare for? Is that structure logical, given the writer’s thesis and purpose? Do the body paragraphs develop the thesis in accordance with that organizational structure? 

· Is the essay well-developed? Does each body paragraph support the thesis? Are there any ideas implicit in the thesis that are not later developed by a body paragraph? 

· Is the essay coherent? Are all the paragraphs in the essay logically and clearly related to one another? 

· Is each body paragraph unified? Does each develop one supporting idea? Is that supporting idea clearly expressed by an opening topic sentence that is clearly related to the thesis or otherwise smoothly integrated? 

· Is each body paragraph organized? For each body paragraph, is the information presented or the idea developed in a logical fashion, according to some organized structure? Is each body paragraph coherent? Are the relationships of sentences within paragraphs clear? 

· Does the concluding paragraph lend the essay a sense of closure? Does it attribute, either explicitly or implicitly, some significance to the essay/thesis? 

· If the writer has used outside sources, are these sources properly acknowledged and documented, both within the essay and in a “Works Cited” page at the end? If quotations from outside sources have been used, have they been used appropriately? Have all sources been represented accurately? Is there ever any confusion about who is responsible for a certain fact, statement, or idea? 

· Is the essay “readable?” Is it free of careless and distracting grammatical and mechanical errors? Is it free of typos and spelling errors? Does the writer appear to have proofread the essay carefully? 

· Have you consciously attempted to use the skills you have learned in class while writing your essay? Or are you relying on what you have learned in the past, and “just writing” or just “getting the assignment done?”
