CIV 115                                                                               Matthew S. S. Johnson & Erin Vigneau Dimick

ENG 101                                                                                                                                Matthew S. S. Johnson

Essay #2: Evaluation (75 points)
(3 double-spaced, typed pages) 
Rough Draft Due: Wednesday, February 18 (2 copies)
Final Draft Due: Monday, February 23 (2 copies, staple marked rough draft onto the back of one) 
For your second formal essay, you are to write a three-page paper in which you evaluate the “Good Eats” episode shown in class. Your primary purpose in this essay will be to argue a thesis that answers this question: “What particular feature(s) of “Good Eats” make it (or do not make it) worth seeing?” -- in other words, not simply that you liked/disliked it, but why/how it succeeds or fails as a television program. Lastly, address what you might see as the significance of “Good Eats” (How does it play with its genre? What does it say about American culture? How is it a product of shifts in television/cultural conventions, or how is it an example of current conventional television/cultural change, or how is it a prelude to a change yet to happen in mainstream television/culture?). 
You of course have to include the “Good Eats” episode in class on the works cited page; you might also wish to include information from other articles about “Good Eats” (although this is not a requirement). If you choose to address additional sources, note that not all sources have equal credibility, and you must briefly justify/evaluate the particular source you are using. (I also mention to you that I am extremely familiar with all Web coverage of the show. Remember your citations!) Feel free to incorporate other episodes of “Good Eats” for comparison purposes. All sources should be properly documented according to MLA format in both your essay and on a Works Cited page. 
As you write and revise, please be aware that, as an essay, your “review” should fulfill the general criteria for an effective essay (see the checklist posted on our Website). At the same time, as an argument, your essay should strive to create a logical appeal (the “bits of evidence” of the murder scene, or the experimentation in a science project that we have discussed in class). 
Consider:
Be sure that your thesis is arguable -- someone else must be able to take issue with it; your thesis cannot simply be an expression of personal taste/opinion. Don’t just assert your position, but argue it and convince your reader. 

Do not assume that your readers are familiar with “Good Eats”; pay careful attention to what information is necessary for someone who has not seen the show. And likewise, eliminate all material that is unnecessary for your readers’ understanding. Your “Good Eats” summary portion should demonstrate your knowledge of the television program and thereby establish your credibility. 
Your essay should represent your own judgment, not someone else’s (not mine!). You’ll argue better that way. 
Checklist:
· Details of the “Good Eats” episode shown in class 

· Brief summary of “Good Eats” information necessary to your readers. 

· Clear, arguable thesis (evaluating some specific aspect of “Good Eats”) 

· Supporting evidence for your thesis (the “proof”) 

· Assessment of outside article, if applicable 

· Analysis of the “significance” of “Good Eats” 
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