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Assignment #4: Visual Argument (125 points for Part I + 25 points for Part II)

(2½ - 3½ for Part I; 1-2 typed, double-spaced pages + presentation for Part II)
Complete Rough Draft (of Part I) Due:  Tuesday, 10/28 (hardcopy, bring to your conference)
Final Draft (of Part I) Due: Thursday, 10/30 (2½ - 3½ pages, via Blackboard)
Short Paper & Presentation (Part II) Due: paper (1-2 pages, via Blackboard, due Tuesday, 11/4) and presentation to be delivered to the class on either Tuesday, 11/4 or Thursday, 11/6 (signup sheet will be provided)
For this assignment, you will arrange a series of images in a conscious way so that the series makes some pointed argument.  Then, in a written essay, you will analyze those images to communicate that argument.  Work individually on Parts I and II.  You may work with a partner on Part III.
You may find 392-398 (“Using Words and Images to Argue a Point”) in Picturing Texts particularly useful for this assignment.  We will, of course, do examples in class.

Part I:

Based on (presumably) a selection of the images that you gathered for Exercise #6 (we recognize that some may have been added or replaced, new ones located and other ones removed), write an essay for which your thesis statement is the argument that you intended your series of images to communicate.  Do not simply write a list of observations; rather, write a coherent essay that has an introduction that relates your overall main point by explaining 1) what the argument is and 2) what the significance of that argument is.  Then argue your case with detailed evidence in the body of the essay.  
Remember that evidence cannot stand on its own and that you need to carefully and explicitly interpret the evidence for your reader.  In your conclusion, you will probably discuss why your analysis matters or what the viewers learn from examining the images in the way that you suggest.  Your essay will be approximately 2½ - 3½ pages, although this is conceived of as a guideline, not an absolute limitation.
Make certain that you hand in your images with your essay.  The images need to be in a .ppt (PowerPoint) or .pdf file (we’ll address this in class) and should be handed in separately from your essay.  The essay portion needs to be submitted as a .doc (MS Word) file, as usual.  Submit both of these files via Blackboard.  (Part II is separate and is explained below.)
Part II: 

The Paper
Select one of your colleagues’ series of images (available via Blackboard – we will discuss how to access) and write a 1-2 page essay for which your thesis statement is the argument that you think the author was trying to communicate (or your interpretation of the images – you need not “second guess” the author).  Do not talk to the author about her/his intentions or essay.  Remember that there is no “wrong” answer – even if your interpretation of the images is completely different than originally intended; instead, your goal is to convince your readers that your interpretation is plausible.  Part II, then, looks remarkably like Part I, but you will be analyzing a classmate’s images, not your own.  Remember to relate the significance of your argument (the reason why it is important to analyze the images in the way that you do), probably briefly in the introduction and then more substantially in the conclusion.  The Part II essay needs to be a .doc (MS Word) file, as usual, and handed in by Tuesday, 11/4 via Blackboard.
The Presentation

Using the 1-2 page paper that you wrote for Part II, put together a presentation for the class that will communicate your interpretation of the images that you’re using.  Then, present the “paper,” paying attention to your audience, the rhetoric, the structure of your “speech,” and so forth.  We intend for you to see how different writing the paper is versus delivering it in the form of an oral presentation.  Your presentation will be delivered either on 11/4 or 11/6, depending upon when you sign up.  The skills that you need to develop and use for Part I will directly feed into Part II.  Part II – the paper and the presentation – is worth 25 points.

For Part II (paper and presentation) of the assignment, you may – but do not need to – work with a partner.  If you choose to work with a partner for this portion of Assignment #4, note that you and your partner will hand in one paper, do one presentation, and receive the same grade.
We will be discussing Assignment #4 as a greater whole and much more in-depth in class.

A Successful Assignment WILL:
· Use an interesting set of images that require a viewer to “puzzle out” meaning.

· Present and develop a strong thesis, which is an actual argument (NOT merely an opinion or description) that is in two parts:  1) Makes a claim and 2) relates significance to that claim. (The significance of the claim may be addressed in the introduction, along with the claim, but it may also not become abundantly clear until the conclusion of your paper – it depends on your argument.)
· Provide evidence from the images (texts) that is then used (interpreted/engaged) by you and clearly shown to “prove” (make plausible) your argument.

· Employ a logical and effective organizational structure of well developed paragraphs and smooth transitions.

· Do more than just describe the images.
· Engage the reader with "zesty" prose, good diction, proper mechanics -- readability factors! 

· Have a catchy and/or interesting title that relates to the main claims, interpretations of the paper.

· Be in proper MLA format.

· Have a works cited page: remember that images, too, must be documented accurately.
· We will discuss the elements of a good oral presentation in class.

If you have an idea that you would rather tackle that is similar to, but does not quite fit the above assignment, we will happily entertain the possibility: SEE US FIRST, and the earlier, the better.

Covered items checklist: 
You cannot get an “A” on this assignment if . . .

· The file name is incorrect.
· The file format is incorrect.
· The paper was not submitted properly through Blackboard.
· A copy of the image(s) is not included in the document.
· Citations are formatted incorrectly.
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