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Dimick & Johnson

CIV 115: Composing Worlds – Visualizing Words & Writing Images                                   Fall 2008
(ENG 101: English Composition I & ART 111: Introduction to Art)

TR 9:30am – 12:15pm
Instructors:

Ms. Erin Vigneau Dimick (Art & Design)

Dr. Matthew S. S. Johnson (English)

Required Texts:

· Faigley, Lester, Diana George, Anna Palchik, and Cynthia Selfe.  Picturing Texts.  (W. W. Norton, 2004)
· Rosenwasser, David and Jill Stephen.  Writing Analytically.  5th ed. (Thomson Wadsworth, 2007)
· Other required readings available through Blackboard

COURSE DESCRIPTION & GOALS: While we associate “traditional literacy” with reading and writing, written words and printed texts, we also have to consider texts that mix words and images, sounds and videos.  We surf the World Wide Web, where movies, audio, still images, and words are blended almost seamlessly on the screen.  In this course, we will both examine and create texts that move beyond the written word.  We will also discuss how the way information is communicated also shapes and influences a text’s message, meaning, and production.  We will work individually and collaboratively, composing and analyzing multiple media.  (This course is the equivalent of credit for both ENG 101 and ART 111.)

Course goals include the following:

· Learn to analyze and produce texts that integrate written words and visuals

· Learn to work collaboratively

· Learn to assess and negotiate available resources to fulfill the goals of an assignment

· Develop persuasive written and visual arguments

· Develop “meta-analysis” (analysis of analytic processes) and self-reflection skills

· Develop skills for decoding complex and diverse visual images
COURSE WORK: Every week, we will work on the sorts of tasks that integrate thinking, speaking, and writing: reading critically, responding individually and as a group, and analyzing what we read.  Course will consist primarily of three different types:
· ACTIVITIES:  Activities are in class discussions, presentations, lectures, projects, etc. that are intended to help you develop the skills that you need to perform well on the major assignments.  Participation is key.  Some activities will be graded, some will not; some will be announced ahead of time, some will not.  Activities comprise the bulk of your in class work.
· EXERCISES:  Exercises are smaller visual and written work designed to “lead into” the larger assignments, offering you an opportunity to develop the skills you will need, but also to allow you a space where you can “take risks” and “experiment” before the major assignments.  Exercises will be graded.  While the point totals for the exercises are much smaller than the assignments, note that these points will add up towards the end of the semester and can have a significant impact on your grade.  Explanation sheets will be posted on Blackboard for all exercises.
· ASSIGNMENTS: Assignments comprise the major graded work of the course and take the form of written and visual texts and presentations.  For all assignments, we will post an assignment sheet on Blackboard; on the day the assignment sheet is listed (see schedule), you must have read and printed the assignment sheet.  Bring a hardcopy of each assignment sheet with you to class.
You will also be responsible for a classroom presentation and potential in class writings; in class writings, as the name implies, will be done in class, and will not be announced ahead of time.
ARCHIVE: Students must maintain a digital and physical portfolio of all assignments, exercises, activities and their attendant research. This archive will serve as documentation of the amount of work and effort each student has put into the class. Students are advised to backup all of their digital files and not rely on a single storage device (especially a jump drive). Archives of physical materials (paper, photos, etc.) should be organized and accessible.
Please keep a copy of all writing and other projects you do for this course.
MINIMUM WORK REQUIRED: Completing the minimum required work in each project is consider average work and is a “C” grade. Extra effort, excellent workmanship, good daily work habits, superior ideas, class participation and a good attitude will make the difference between “C” and a higher grade.

GRADING: There are 1100 possible points for the semester, and your final grade will be the sum of the points you receive, converted to a letter grade.  Note that you will receive one grade for CIV 115 (meaning that you will earn the same grade for both ENG 101 and ART 111, even though your transcript will indicate that you took two classes).  The point breakdown is as follows:
Exercises #1-8:

25 (200 total)

Class Presentation: 
50


Concept Mastery:

50


Assignment #1:

50


Assignment #2:

100
Assignment #3:

100
Assignment #4:

150
Assignment #5:

200
Assignment #6:

200



1100 points total
Possible Quizzes:

Reading, reflecting on your reading, and class discussion are essential if the course is to be successful.  As a result, if, as a class, you are not responding, not participating, or unable to answer content-based questions – that is, the class is not doing the required reading -- we will institute a series of reading quizzes that will each be worth 10 points, will be unannounced, and cannot be made up.  If we have to introduce reading quizzes, then the appropriate number of points will be added to the course (in other words, there are initially 1100 points without quizzes; if quizzes are necessary, when the first one is introduced will determine how many we will have – if we have time, then, for five quizzes, the updated class total will be out of 1150 points; if seven quizzes, then 1170 points, and so forth).
What Grades Mean:
A = Impressive work, excellent, complete, on time, exceeds expectations, polished; B = Fine work, fulfilling requirements well, complete, meets all expectations, polished; C = average, doing what you need to do, fulfilling requirements adequately, complete, competent; D = needs serious work, possibly incomplete, does not meet expectations, not quite failing; F = unacceptable, failing

It is important to note that SIUE does not have a +/- system, but rather only a solid letter grade (as awful as that system is).  Nevertheless, when you convert your point values to percentages (no doubt you will), we do think about ranges within each grade as follows:

A+ = 98-100%

A = 92-97%


A- = 90-91%


B+ = 88-89%


B = 82-87%


B- = 80-81%

C+ = 78-79%

C= 72-77%

C- = 70-71%

D+ = 68-69%

D = 62-67%

D- = 60-61%

F = 0 - 59%

Remember when converting, that not all assignments are alike, that an A on one assignment and a C on another assignment does not necessarily a B make.  Pay close attention to the weighted percentage of each assignment (see above for point totals) when you consider individual project grades.  The cut-offs are final as listed above (there has to be a cut-off somewhere, so a 79.99% is still a C).  (What’s more, because of SIUE’s grading system, a 70% -- nearly a D – is equal to a 79% -- nearly a B.  There is nothing we can do about that, despite the absurdity of it.)

Registrar and university policy-allowing (up to you to find out), we will approve a “W” (withdrawal from the course) at any time.

PARTICIPATION: Classroom participation, i.e., responding and listening, is essential and expected.  We will help your participation by stimulating in class discussion, but the responsibility of response and asking questions must be your own.  In addition, you will be responsible for various small group work activities.  Attendance and promptness are also factors here.

PREPAREDEDNESS: Students are expected to arrive with assignments or materials prepared for each week’s project so that instruction can proceed for all. Arriving without materials will reflect against the grade. Class time may not be used to obtain materials. 

COMPORTMENT: Students are expected to have respect for others (peers and instructors alike) during class time regarding listening, interrupting, noise, space issues and clean up. Clean up is an important part of many class sessions. Everyone is expected to participate, regardless. In addition, students are expected to respect the rights and privacy of their peers and instructors.
OUT OF CLASS WORK TIME: Students are expected to spend at least two hours in preparation for every hour in class. This course meets for a total of 6 hours per week. Therefore, our expectation is that you will spend 12 hours outside of class working on assignments and exercises.

ATTENDANCE: Expect to attend every class ON TIME with your reading and other assignments completed, and be prepared to participate in discussion and/or group work.  Much of your work will consist of talking with others in class about your writing and about the texts we read.  Thus, this is not a course for which you can “make up” the work you have missed.  You are allowed three absences for the semester, no questions asked; every class period you miss after the third will result in lowering your course total by 50 points.  Make certain that you inform both of us in advance about religious holidays or athletic competitions for which you must miss class.  Tardiness is unacceptable; every three late arrivals is the equivalent of an absence, point-wise.  Any student who misses more than three classes before week 10 will be withdrawn from the course and assigned a WR.  Missing more than 7 classes will result in an automatic failure of the course -- for not actually taking it -- regardless of point totals.

DRAFTS AND PEER RESPONSE: Revising is an important part of inquiry and writing in this course.  To help you revise, you will receive feedback from your peers and from us.  Final draft papers must show significant changes from their earlier drafts for all assignments that require formal first drafts.
LATE PAPERS: All papers are to be submitted electronically (via Blackboard Messages) on the day they are due, before our class meets (i.e. before 9:30am).  Late papers will receive an automatic penalty of 10% of the paper’s total points as soon as they are late, and an additional 10% penalty each subsequent class day (again at 9:30am).  If illness or some other emergency interferes with your ability to turn in a paper on time, contact us immediately (email will do).  For assignments/projects not handed in via Blackboard, the same policy applies (these must be handed in during class).
PLAGIARISM: Any assignment with your name on it signifies that you are the author -- that the wording, images, and ideas are yours, with exceptions indicated by quotation marks and citations.  Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of others’ materials (words, images, sounds, ideas, etc.).  Evidence of plagiarism will result in a failing grade for the entire course, and a report filed with the Dean and Provost.  Plagiarism is a serious offence, and considered so by the University.

EMAIL:  As students of SIUE, you all have an SIUE email account.  For convenience and security reasons, we will send emails to your SIUE account only.
INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCES: Please meet with us during our office hours or make an appointment to discuss your work in progress or any aspect of the course.  We also encourage you to visit the Writing Center in Peck Hall 1419 for additional writing assistance (call 618-650-2045 for an appointment).

DISABILITY SUPPORT SERVICES: SIUE offers resources and accommodations for students with disabilities.  You may obtain a Disability Support Service ID CARD in 1218 Rendleman Hall (call 650-3726 for additional information).  Please notify us during the first week of class concerning any academic accommodations that you might require.
IMPORTANT NOTES: 1) You will find that given a co-taught course, we, your instructors, may have different approaches and viewpoints that we cannot always anticipate when you ask us questions; as a result, you may find us discussing and making decisions as the work proceeds – bear with us, and you’ll have your answers.  2) There may be some cost to producing visual assignments in terms of printer ink, paper, adhesives, etc.; we will do our best to minimize cost, but plan for some monetary expense.  3) By remaining in this course, you are indicating to us that you have read, you will adhere to, and you understand all of the policies we have listed here.

*     *     *

DAILY SCHEDULE:

Fall 2008 CIV 115: Composing Worlds – Visualizing Words & Writing Images
The schedule may be subject to revisions throughout the course of the semester.  Any changes will be announced in class.

SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS

BB = Reading to be found on Blackboard:  download/print, read, and bring to class on the day listed

WA = Reading to be found in Writing Analytically
PT = Reading to be found in Picturing Texts
*Note*—assignments are due on the date by which they are listed.  ADDITIONAL READINGS TO BE ANNOUNCED (and made available to you via Blackboard).
Week One

Tues 8/26
Introductions

Thurs 8/28
WA: Ch. 1, “Analysis: What It Is and What It Does” (3-16)



BB: Exercise #1 (Diagnostic Essay) Sheet

Week Two
Tues 9/2

BB: Assignment #1 (Analysis of a Visual Text) Sheet

BB: Exercise #2 (Locating Images) Sheet



BB: Kiniry and Rose, “The Case of model” (15-18)

Exercise #1 (Diagnostic Essay) DUE

Thurs 9/4
In class grammar/mechanics exercise

Declaration of Independence Preview

PT: Ch. 1, “Working with Visual and Verbal Texts” (20-47)

Optional WA Reading (if you need it): Ch. 19, “Common Grammatical Errors and How to Fix Them” (305-324)

Week Three
Tues 9/9

Technological Resources Introduction

WA: Ch. 13, “Reading Analytically” (205-214)

BB: The Declaration of Independence

Thurs 9/11
WA: Ch. 4, “Interpretation: What It Is, What It Isn’t, and How to Do It” (49-72)



Exercise #2 (Locating Images) DUE

Week Four
Tues 9/16
Summary Strategies

Assignment #1 (Analysis of a Visual Text) DUE

Thurs 9/18
Discussion of Place (Forming Exercise #4)
BB: Assignment #2 (Space Analysis) Sheet
BB: Exercise #3 (Summary of Solomon) Sheet

PT: Ch. 2, “Looking Closer” (98-115)

WA: Ch. 3, “A Toolkit of Analytical Methods” (31-48)
Week Five
Tues 9/23
Introduction to Semiotics

Introduction to Symbolism



BB: Exercise #4 (Discovering Place) Sheet

BB: Solomon, “Semiotics: The Science of the Sign” (9-18)
Exercise #3 (Summary of Solomon) DUE

Thurs 9/25
Grierson (from Picturing Texts) Discussion

WA: Ch. 5, “Analyzing Arguments” (73-92)
PT: Ch. 2, “Looking Closer” (134-141)

Exercise #4 (Discovering Place) DUE 

Week Six
Tues 9/30
Adbusting Activity (Culture Jamming)
WA: Ch. 7, “What Evidence Is and How It Works” (109-122)



WA: Ch. 8, “Using Evidence to Build a Paper” (123-138)
Thurs 10/2
BB: Assignment #3 (Representing Others) Sheet


BB: Exercise #5 (Representing Others Preliminary Research) Sheet



Assignment #2 (Space Analysis) DUE
Week Seven
Tues 10/7
WA: Ch. 14, “Using Sources Analytically: The Conversation Model” (215-226)



WA: Ch. 16, “Finding, Citing, and Integrating Sources” (254-262)
Thurs 10/9
PT: Ch. 3, “The Man Didn’t Even Know I Was There” (209-215)


Exercise #5 (Representing Others Preliminary Research) DUE

Week Eight
Tues 10/14
PT: Ch. 6, “Turnabout Map” (403-404)

PT: Ch. 5, “Constructing Realities (318-331, 340-344)

BB: “Doctored Photo Exposed”

BB: Assignment #4 (Visual Argument) Sheet
BB: Exercise #6 (Visual Argument Preliminary Research) Sheet

Assignment #3 (Representing Others) DUE

Thurs 10/16
PT: Ch. 6, “Picturing Argument” (382-396)
WA: Ch. 11, “Introductions and Conclusions” (179-192)



WA: Ch. 6, “Topics and Modes of Analysis” (93-103)
Week Nine
Tues 10/21
BB: “An Introduction to the Grammar of Visual Design” (1-19)

WA: Ch. 9, “Making a Thesis Evolve” (139-158)

Thurs 10/23
Activity: Storyboarding
Exercise #6 (Visual Argument Preliminary Research) DUE

Week Ten
Tues 10/28
Conferences

Assignment #4 (Visual Argument) Draft DUE

Thurs 10/30
Presentation Chat

BB: Assignment #5 (Picture This: Production Assignment) Sheet
BB: Exercise #7 (Picture This Preliminary Research) Sheet
WA: Ch. 12, “Recognizing and Fixing Weak Thesis Statements” (193-202)

Assignment #4 (Visual Argument) DUE
Week Eleven
Tues 11/4
Assignment #4 (Visual Argument) Presentations

Thurs 11/6
Assignment #4 (Visual Argument) Presentations
Week Twelve
Tues 11/11
Activity: Media Introduction

PT: Ch. 1, McCloud “Through the Door: Digital Production” (68-76)

BB: McCloud, “Making Comics; Intro, Ch. 1” (1-57)
Exercise #7 (Picture This Preliminary Research) DUE

Thurs 11/13
Activity: Sequencing

BB: McCloud, “The Right Number” <http://www.scottmccloud.com/comics/trn/intro.html>
BB: McCloud, “Making Comics; Ch. 3” (128-153)
Week Thirteen
Tues 11/18
BB: Vigneau Dimick, “Joined Fore-edge binding”
Thurs 11/20 
BB: Assignment #6 (Final Essay) Sheet


BB: Exercise #8 (Final Essay Inquiry) Sheet

PT: “Oversimulated Suburbia” (366-371)

Assignment #5 (Picture This: Production Assignment) DUE
Week Fourteen
Thanksgiving Break: Monday, November 24th – Sunday, November 30th
Week Fifteen
Tues 12/2
Book Production


Exercise #8 (Final Essay Inquiry) DUE

Thurs 12/4
Conferences
Week Sixteen
Tues 12/9
Conferences

Thurs 12/11
Assignment #6 (Final Essay) DUE

Final Exams: Saturday, December 13th – Friday, December 19th
