CIV 115                                                                               Matthew S. S. Johnson & Erin Vigneau Dimick


Exercise #3: Summary of Solomon (25 points)
(1½ - 2 double-spaced, typed pages) 
Due: Tuesday, 9/23 (via Blackboard messages) 
Carefully read Jack Solomon’s essay, “Semiotics: The Science of the Sign” from The Signs of Our Time (pages 9-18 – you’ll find the text on Blackboard). Write a summary of the entire essay in 1½ to 2 pages, typed, double-spaced. DO NOT EXCEED 2 PAGES as I will stop reading at the very bottom of page two, regardless of whether there is additional text.  Please use proper MLA format – see the format sheet that we went over; you’ll find it on Blackboard.

A summary is merely a shortened version of a text (or portion of a text) that is used to communicate the text’s main ideas to readers who have not read the original.  It is not meant to include all of the details of the original text, but rather to convey the gist of it.  While your summary of “Semiotics: The Science of the Sign” should be in your own words, the ideas should be the author’s: you will want to avoid distorting or judging Solomon’s text.  In order to write an effective summary, you might find it helpful to locate the text’s overall claims, key terms, key examples, and main points in order to first write an outline that you can then turn into a coherent summary.  Conciseness is vital to a good summary, and so two double-spaced pages is your upper limit; however, you’ll not want to leave out Solomon’s key points.

Look carefully at the “Strategies/Guidelines for Writing a Summary” sheet that was uploaded to Blackboard. When writing your summary, pay careful attention to Solomon’s main points, keywords, and key examples. The structure of his essay (its divisions, headers, paragraph breaks, etc.) will help you to outline the article to better-define its main ideas. Remember that this is a strict summary, which means you should avoid all judgment, personal opinion, or even interpretation of Solomon’s text. When writing a summary, if you include examples, make certain that they are Solomon’s, and not your own. Keep outright quotation to a minimum (and if you do quote, document properly – again, see the format sheet at the front of the course reader). 
