CIV 115                                                                               Matthew S. S. Johnson & Erin Vigneau Dimick


Assignment # 2: Spaces as Texts: Place Analysis

(1½ - 2 double-spaced, typed pages)

Due Dates:

Preliminary Research (Exercise #4): Thursday, 9/25 (Hardcopy, bring 2 copies of all work to class)

Rough Draft: Tuesday, 9/30 (Hardcopy, bring to class)

Final Draft: Thursday, 10/2, 9:30 am (digitally via Blackboard)

Assignment #2, Spaces as Texts: Place Analysis, is based in the deceptively simple premise of writing a detailed analysis of a specific place. It’s clear to see, after our discussions in class, that analyzing a place is distinctly different than analyzing a 2-dimensional image. As you engage in the research that will lead to your thesis and the evidence that will help you to develop your claims, remember the following:

The paper should . . .

· Ask questions of your observations. “Why does this matter?” or “So what?”  

· The thesis of an analytical paper is an idea about what some feature(s) of your subject (in this case, a specific place) means.

· Treat your thesis as a hypothesis to be tested rather than a self-evident truth. Avoid conventional wisdom.

· Engage in a semiotic analysis of the common-sense thinking that accompanies your observations and interpretations.

Stage I: 
Assignment # 2 begins with Exercise #4: Discovering Place. This exercise is a template for preliminary research; each student makes visual and written observations of 3 distinctly different places. To set the stage for this endeavor, we participated in a discussion which was focused on the question “What makes a space a place?” To wit, we now have an observation guide (available on Blackboard) that we created from our discussion to assist everyone in his or her research.

A printed copy of your preliminary research (typed text and photocopied sketches stapled together with standard MLA name formatting) is due on 9/25. Bring an additional copy to mark up during peer discussions.

Stage II:
As a second stage of the analysis process, everyone will engage in peer discussions, presenting their findings and vetting the research of others. When examining someone else’s research, on what should you focus?

Do your colleagues have enough information for you to understand the basic premise of their research? Have they divided their research into categories of observations (description), context(s) (assumptions), interpretations (meanings), claims, conclusions, bits of evidence? What questions can they ask to begin to ascertain ideas of meaning about their chosen places? (Refer to the readings in Writing Analytically, Chapters 3 & 4.)

After presenting and vetting each other’s research, each of you will choose one site (place) that will be the subject of your essay.

As a group, we will come up with a list of questions and prompts to utilize during the final research and analysis.

Stage III: 
Write an analytical essay relevant to your chosen place. Return to the site and take a photograph (we will discuss availability of digital cameras in class), which can be used to illustrate your analytical essay. (Take several photographs, from different vantage points and perspectives. Consider how these images will relate to your argument and evidence.) Use the list of questions that we created and some of the prompts from Writing Analytically (chapter 8, especially “Revision Strategies” on pages 133-135) when you reconsider your chosen place. (Additional information about “Recognizing and Fixing Weak Thesis Statements” can be found in WA Chapter 12, pages 193-201.)

The Final draft of Assignment #2 is to be submitted digitally. 

Include a photographic illustration of the specific place, preferably in the body of the Word document. Choose an image which best conveys some aspect of your essay. Be sure to format your file name according to the naming convention sheet posted on Blackboard.

