CIV 115                                                                               Matthew S. S. Johnson & Erin Vigneau Dimick


Exercise #1: Diagnostic Essay (25 points)
(2 double-spaced, typed pages)

Due: Thursday, 8/28 (via Blackboard)
This exercise is in two parts:

1)  Based on your own knowledge of and experiences with communities, attempt to answer the deceptively easy question, “What Is a Community?” by examining one community in particular as an object of study and applying the “five analytical moves” (WA pages 4-10, specifically, but also 10-16) in order to analyze that community, to discover what it is that you would like to write.  We expect that this first part will constitute the bulk of this exercise – perhaps a page and a half or so.
2) Based on your reading of Writing Analytically, explain which analytical move or moves you used (dwell on the one that lead you to the best idea – you need not cover all of them) and why (where did they lead you, how did they help your thinking, what were the results of using those moves?).  We expect that this second part will constitute approximately a long paragraph or so – maybe half a page.

Consider:

This is an extremely broad topic – what a community is – and obviously you cannot answer the question completely.  You’ll have to exercise your good judgment, deciding what specific community you’ll address, thinking of the question as an “umbrella” under which your main claim (your thesis, your overall argument) would fit.  Consider what might make this writing interesting -- what might you do creatively that your reader might not expect?  How might you answer the question without saying something overly general or commonsensical (such as “A community is a place in which people live” or “Community is made up of the people one interacts with everyday” or “Community is the way in which people live day to day”).  These are really boring and obvious claims, are they not?  (We wouldn’t want to read these any more than you want to write them).  
Perhaps the unique characteristics of the community you’re analyzing reveal something about the definition of the term “community?”  Perhaps a finely-tuned, nuanced definition of community can be explicated by examining the community that you have chosen?  (In the first inquiry, the community itself provides data that help you arrive at a conclusion.  In the second inquiry, the definition is your claim/thesis, while the community itself provides the evidence you use to “prove” – make plausible – that claim).

We will discuss this exercise further in class.
The key to this exercise is to answer a small, specific part of the question and to answer in a way that is not obvious, not general, and not boring.  Take that answer and think of it as an argument or statement that needs to be proven to your readers.
As always, if you have questions, ask.

* * *
Covered items checklist:  You cannot get an “A” on this assignment if . . .

· The file name is incorrect.

· The file format is incorrect.

· The paper was not submitted properly through Blackboard

