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Assignment #6: The Final Argumentative Analysis (200 points)

(4-6 typed, double-spaced pages)
Due Dates:
· Rough Draft Due for your mandatory conference: either Tuesday, 12/9 or Thursday, 12/11 (depending upon which date you have signed up for: if you need additional help, plan for Tuesday; if you need more time, plan for Thursday)

· Final Draft Due: Thursday, December 11th by 11:59pm (submit as usual via Blackboard)
Note: papers *must* be received by Thursday, December 11th by 11:59pm via Blackboard.  Late papers will not be accepted.
The Assignment:

For this essay, you will examine one or more of your classmates’ Assignment #5 visual argument(s) and then write a single, thesis-driven analysis based on your observations, interpretations, and/or applications of the ideas you uncover.

The final essay of this course combines many of the skills we have developed this semester—you will have to call upon your ability to read carefully, examine images, write specific summaries, analyze particulars to support a larger claim, develop a complex and compelling thesis statement, and write a rhetorically effective essay.  Remember to observe, record evidence, consider visual elements, brainstorm binaries (and complicate them and relocate them), watch for patterns, note repetitions and strands, locate anomalies, hierarchicize your findings, prewrite, take notes, draft, redraft, revise, edit and proofread.  

In the spirit of collaboration, you may work with a partner on this assignment.  Remember that if you choose to work with someone, you will both receive the same essay grade.

Consider:

Applying academic lenses. (Could I apply this argument to something else?)

Combining academic lenses.  (This argument has to do with X.  What happens when I combine that argument with Y?  With Z?  What does the argument have to do with race, class, gender, age, sexuality, technology, education, my future major, my future profession, culture, power, human behavior, the way we think, stereotypes, representing others, representations of reality?)

Moving beyond authorial intent.  (What does this visual argument communicate that the author did not intend?)
Strengthening your thesis.  (Does it “pass” all of the “tests” on the Thesis Assessment question sheet?  See Blackboard, under “Assignments” in the folder “Self Evaluation and Peer Critique Documents”).

Developing your thesis/essay.  (Does your thesis evolve?  Does your essay end up somewhere different from where it began?  See Writing Analytically pages 193-202).

Integrating outside sources. (Is there reliable source material that I might use to make my case more plausible?  If you include outside sources, remember to cite properly according to MLA format.)

A Successful Assignment WILL:
· Present and develop a strong thesis, which is an actual argument (NOT merely an opinion or description) that is in two parts:  1) Makes a claim and 2) relates significance to that claim. 

· Provide evidence from the texts that is then used (interpreted/engaged) by you and clearly shown to “prove” (make plausible) your argument.

· Employ a logical and effective organizational structure of well developed paragraphs and smooth transitions.

· Do more than just describe the images.
· Engage the reader with "zesty" prose, good diction, proper mechanics -- readability factors! 

· Have a catchy and interesting title (or at least one that is somewhat creative) that relates to the main claims, interpretations of the paper.

· Be in proper MLA format.

· Have a works cited page: remember that images, too, must be documented accurately.
Note:  Any essay that does not present a strong main claim (a thesis statement) cannot receive a letter grade greater than a C.
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