CIV 115                                                                               Matthew S. S. Johnson & Erin Vigneau Dimick


Discovering Place

Due date: 9/25 

Overview: Up until now we have primarily been examining and analyzing two dimensional images. During Exercise #4 and Assignment #2 we will be embarking on an analysis of place. During class we will discuss the meaning of place and how to go about distinguishing the various components of a place. Subsequent to this discussion we will create a guide for observation to assist everyone in completing Exercise #4 and Assignment #2. 

Preliminary Research:

Visit three distinctly different “places” not within the SIUE campus boundaries. Using the observation guide we created in class (see below), collect data about each place that you have chosen. Bring written and visual data to class on the due date. 

1. Ask: What are the defining parts? 

2. Describe and summarize; freewrite. Use the strategies described in Writing Analytically “Chapter 3: A Toolkit of Analytical Methods” (Notice and Focus, Repetition and Contrast, Binaries and Strands) to assemble facts and evidence to interpret. 

During your note taking and writing make sketches/visual notes to correspond with and augment the written part of your observations. These sketches must be on paper and will be handed in with Exercise #4. This activity is not “drawing”, but rather a form of visual notetaking. Sketches can serve as a map, describe various times of day or lighting, or communicate data about activities and usage.  For example:
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Aerial view of classroom  Dome during the day




Exploring Places:
“Place = space + meaning.”

When discovering, exploring, analyzing, reading, thinking about the place about which you plan to write, consider the elements listed on the following pages: 

PHYSICAL ATTRIBUTES:
layout, structure

objects in it

size (measurement, number of people, dimension – proportion/scale)

shape, balance, alignment, emphasis

color (value, hue, color theory, contrasts)

degrees of light (time of day, natural or artificial)

materials (qualities – texture, smooth, soft, rough)

(opaque, translucent, transparent etc.)

materials (symbolism, interpretations)

smell, taste, temperature

sound (echo – how sound exists over time)

feeling/atmosphere

temporal (time)

movement

organic (“nature-made”/artificial, “human-made”)
interior/exterior

contained space/open space

divisions/separations

spatial orientation (front/back, center/periphery)

presence/absence
ACTIVITIES: (movements, patterns, interactions, behaviors, experiences, functions)

goals, objectives, purpose

who, what, when, where, why?

usability (how well does it function?)
singular or multiple purpose(s)

intentional/unintentional purpose

what actions take place here?

sound/silence

movement/stillness

body language of people

how do activities change, given a particular space? 

MEANING:

Personal/“universal”
private vs. public

indoor/outdoor

casual/professional

formal/informal

history (also context)

experience

belief, interpretation

familiarity/unfamiliarity

interior/exterior

analogy/comparison/contrast to/with other places

practical/impractical

cultural/personal meaning

traditions, customs, practices

religious/spiritual significance

symbolic

gender/age/class/nationality (identity politics)

invested/disinterested

retreat/participation

silent/gregarious

emotional qualities of

openness/containment

metaphorical experience
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