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Essay #3:  Researched Cultural Analysis (150 pts)

(6 double-spaced, typed pages, minimum, which does not include the required works cited page) 

Rough Draft Due: Monday, 4/16 at your individual conference
Final Draft Due: Wednesday, 4/25
The Assignment

For Paper #1, you were to have written your own argument inspired by one of the texts that we read for class.  For Paper #2 you wrote an argument that incorporated research.  For Paper #3, you will be writing a researched analysis.  At the center of this analysis will be a cultural artifact of your own choosing (though I will give you some options).  Your job will be to write an analytical argument about that cultural artifact. Your main claim will be about the artifact or the artifact's relationship with the culture from which it comes.  Your research will help you to make such a claim.

The Cultural Artifacts

I am using the phrase "cultural artifact" to denote a wide variety of "texts," from poems and short stories to advertisements, photographs, television shows, and films.  I will be providing a number of cultural artifacts in class, and I encourage you to choose one of these as your primary text.  However, you may also choose one you find on your own if you wish.  If you choose one of your own, though, you must clear it with me first.

Nuts and Bolts

For Paper #3, you will need to cite 5 different sources.  Only one of the sources may be explicitly about cultural artifact.  All of the other sources must support your argument in some other way.  So, for example, if you were writing about Natasha Trethewey's poem "White Lies," you might decide to look up some information about racism, about racial passing, or about the traditional punishment of children.  In addition to your secondary sources, you will also need to quote or describe your primary source extensively—a major part of your evidence will be the "cultural artifact" itself.  Your paper, as always, needs to include a works cited, heading, title, etc, and it should at least 6 pages long.
Some important questions that might help to focus your paper are:
· How does your artifact present the body?  What sorts of language or imagery dominate the artifact?  What is the artifact intended to convey?  What might it express in spite of itself?

· What patterns do you see in your artifact?  Why are these patterns there?  What do they do?

· What cultural phenomenon/trend do other critics/experts interpret your chosen artifact as being a part of?  Or, how do these cultural experts analyze your chosen artifact as symbol of contemporary American society? 
· What conflicts, values, beliefs, ambitions, fears, etc., in American culture are symbolized by your chosen artifact?  
· What other cultural artifacts are part of the same trend as yours?  Or, where and how does your cultural artifact appear?  (You may have to situate your artifact historically, and juxtapose it with similar artifacts – i.e. movies of the same genre or period.)  Does your cultural artifact follow certain rules of a particular genre (which you might define) and does it break any?  Why? 

· What’s your next question?  Let your research be guided by open questions, not by closed opinions or preformed conclusions.  Do not simply choose evidence that supports your pre-formulated claim; instead, allow your thesis to be shaped by what you read and what you write.  Keep asking "so what?"
The overall goals of this paper are to have a complex (not obvious, not conventional) idea and communicate it well, backing it up with evidence from your "artifact" and from your research. 
A Successful Essay WILL:

· Present and develop a strong thesis, which is an interpretative claim (NOT merely an opinion or description) about the cultural artifact's meaning in or impact on culture, creating a structural framework for the paper, which makes a compelling case for its own significance. 

· Provide evidence and examples which support its assertions (crucial importance and representative examples). 

· Employ a logical and effective organizational structure of well developed paragraphs, smooth transitions, and a strong introduction/conclusion. 

· Demonstrate familiarity with useful ideas and terms from outside sources. 

· Engage the reader with "zesty" prose, good diction, proper mechanics – readability factors! 

· Provide a description that is focused to do the work of analysis – NOT simply a description of the phenomenon. (This is not just a research paper.) 

· You must be very careful not to let your “experts” take over the conversation. This is YOUR interpretation of the phenomenon, using outside sources to support YOUR original claim/thesis and ideas. You are NOT merely summarizing what other people have had to say, but demonstrating how this artifact has reflected/constructed/shaped/influenced representations in American culture. 

· Have a title (perhaps a catchy and interesting one) that relates to the main claims and/or interpretations of the paper.
Paper  #3PD: Project Proposal (20 pts)

(1-2 double-spaced, typed pages) 

Final Draft Due: Monday, 4/9
In approximately 1-2 pages, identify your Essay #3 cultural artifact (with a brief summary of it) and your thoughts toward an argument about that artifact.  Also include possible topics for research.  Develop a series of questions that you want to ask about your artifact.  You may not answer all of them; think of the questions as directions that your eventual paper might take, depending on what you turn up in your analysis. Make some observations about your artifact, and consider how they might lead to your argument.  At the end of your proposal, included a working thesis for Essay #3, keeping in mind that it will certainly change as you continue to think and research.

