ENG 102 -- Heather G. S. Johnson


Paper #1: Directed Summary and Quotations (30 pts)

Summary and Quotations Due: Monday, 1/29
For the "directed summary" assignment, you will write a one-page summary of the essay you choose to use for Paper #1.  Instead of summarizing the entire essay, you will summarize the portion of it most directly related to your topic for Paper #1.   Leave out those sections that don't seem relevant to your topic.

At the end of your summary, you will include a list of 3 quotations (each no more than 5 lines long) that you think you might be able to use in your paper.  After each quote, write a few lines about why you think the quote is interesting, or what you might want to say about it.   
Paper #1:  Argument (100 pts)
(3 double-spaced, typed pages) 
Rough Draft Due: Wednesday, 1/31
Final Draft Due: Monday, 2/5
The first paper of this course is a straightforward argument.  You will use one of three essays (Synnot, "Tomb, Temple, Machine and Self," Porter, "Putting on a Face," or Johnston, "Minds and Bodies") as inspiration for your own argument.  You do not need to argue against the author (though that is an option), and you don't have to deal with the entire essay.  Instead, choose one element of the discussion that intrigues you and develop an argument of your own about it.  Since you will not be doing outside research for this paper, choose something that you can discuss based on your own life experience.
The evidence for your argument in this paper will come from 3 places:  


1.  The original essay (one of the three listed above) 


2.  Logical reasoning (induction, deduction, analogy)


3.  Personal experience 
Personal experience, while it can be difficult to present to others convincingly, can be a highly effective way of proving a point.  The key lies in knowing what your own experience means, what it can prove, and how to present it to your audience.  You want to convey the strength of your own personal impressions to your readers, without making yourself sound overly emotional or irrational.  This means you have to be able to take a step back from your own experiences and look at them from a distance.  You will also want to imply that your own personal experience may apply to others as well, without giving the impression that your experience is necessarily universal.   
Often, the easiest way to use personal experience is to put it into a narrative which you then analyze for your reader.  
Keep in mind that “personal experience” may include the experiences of others with whom you are familiar and who you deem trustworthy—the stories of family and friends often become part of your own “life” experience.  If you do want to relate a story that you’ve heard from someone close to you, make sure that you have all the facts straight and that you can convince your audience to trust that the tale is accurate, relevant, and truthful.
A successful essay will:
· Present and develop a thesis (main claim) that you can then argue.  
· Provide evidence that supports your thesis.  Employ a logical and effective organizational structure of well developed paragraphs, smooth transitions, and a strong introduction/conclusion.

· Present you (the author) as intelligent, reasonable, and thoughtful.
· Engage the reader with smooth prose, good diction, and proper mechanics. 

· Have an informative title that relates to the topic of your paper.
· Include a works cited section at the end (yes, this time it will only have one entry).

· Follow proper MLA format (with one exception—no title page, please)

