Fall 2007
ENG 101: English Composition

Heather G.S. Johnson

Required Texts:
· Hairston, Ruszkiewicz, and Friend, The Scott Foresman Handbook for Writers
· Other required readings will be handed  out in class in addition to being available through Blackboard.
COURSE DESCRIPTION & GOALS: ENG 101 is designed to provide you with instruction and practice in expository writing.  Throughout the course, it is hoped that you will
· gain an understanding of rhetorical strategies and processes of analyzing and/or composing a variety of print, visual, and digital media.

· gain a meta-awareness of your own development as a writer.
· use writing as a way of thinking through topics and ideas.

· understand and use writing strategies and processes to analyze and write about issues that are important to specific audiences and specific purposes.

· analyze the conventions of and write effectively in the university discourse community.

· gain opportunities to collaborate effectively.

COURSE WORK: Every week, we will work on the sorts of tasks that integrate thinking, speaking, and writing: reading critically, responding individually and as a group, and analyzing what we read.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS: Written assignments will be of three types:

(1)  Four Formal Essays, which include the submission of rough drafts.  All essays will be submitted in class and through email. 
(2)  The Reading Record, broken up into individual entries designed to help you to read critically, practice good scholarship, and prepare for the larger essays.  
(3)  Informal Writings.  Various in-class writings, quizzes, or preparatory writing assignments may be assigned, based on your readings, throughout the semester.  These may be announced or unannounced.
(4) Portfolios, which will include final drafts of your papers, and will be graded accordingly. Since the portfolio represents what you think is your best work, it will be worth a significant percentage of your final grade.   

PORTFOLIOS: At midterm and at the end of the semester, you will be turning in portfolios of your work.  On the days portfolios are due, please bring with you two copies, each in the flat-lying folders that I will provide to you.  The portfolios will consist of 1) writing that you feel shows your progress to that point, which may include notes, drafts, small assignments, pre-writing materials, and so forth; 2) final draft, polished writing that represents the best of what you have written for the course; and 3) self-reflection material -- your own assessment of your course performance.  We will discuss what should go into your individual portfolio, but ultimately the decision will be your own.  The midterm portfolio must include 7 polished pages.  The final portfolio must include 15 polished pages.  Each portfolio should be clearly organized and the materials should be clearly labeled; keep the three sections (listed above) separate.  The final portfolios will be assessed by me and two other readers.  This assessment will ultimately determine whether or not you have passed 101, even though I will be assigning the grade that you earn.  Yes, this does mean that you can pass the course and not the portfolio (in which case the grade I have assigned to you would be overturned, and you will have to retake 101).  It also means that you could fail the course due to matters unrelated to your writing (such as attendance problems or not completing required readings and other work), yet still pass the portfolio (in which case you will also have to retake 101).  We will discuss grading and portfolios throughout the semester; always ask if you have questions, even if they seem silly!
GRADING: 

15 Reading Record Entries:     

150 pts  (There are 16 all together--lowest will be dropped)

Observation Assignment:


  50 pts


Rhetorical Analysis:


  50 pts


Visual Analysis:



  50 pts


Activity Analysis:


  50 pts


Midterm Portfolio/Portfolio Letter:

100 pts

Final Portfolio/Portfolio Letter:

150 pts





Total:   
600 pts

PARTICIPATION: Classroom participation, i.e., responding and listening, is essential and expected.  I will help your participation by stimulating in class discussion, but the responsibility of response and asking questions must be your own.  In addition, you will be responsible for various small group work activities.  Attendance and promptness are also factors here.

ATTENDANCE: Expect to attend every class ON TIME with your reading and writing assignments completed, and be prepared to participate in discussion and/or group work.  Much of your work will consist of talking with others in class about your writing and about the texts we read.  Thus, this is not a course for which you can “make up” the work you have missed.  You are allowed three absences for the semester, no questions asked; every class period you miss after the third will result in lowering your course total by an entire letter grade.  Make certain that you inform me in advance about religious holidays or athletic competitions for which you must miss class.  Tardiness is unacceptable; every three late arrivals is the equivalent of an absence, point-wise.  Any student who misses more than 4 classes before week 10 will be withdrawn from the course and assigned a WR.  Missing more than 7 classes will result in an automatic failure of the course.
DRAFTS AND PEER RESPONSE: Revising is an important part of inquiry and writing in this course.  To help you revise, you will receive feedback from your peers and from me.  Later drafts of  papers must show significant changes from their earlier drafts.  Later drafts will appear in your portfolios 
LATE PAPERS:  Ordinarily, no paper  will be accepted late.  If illness or some other emergency interferes with your ability to turn in a paper on time, contact me immediately (email will do).

PLAGIARISM: Any paper with your name on it signifies that you are the author -- that the wording and ideas are yours, with exceptions indicated by quotation marks and citations.  Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of others’ materials (words and ideas).  Evidence of plagiarism will result in a failing grade for the entire course, and a report filed with the Provost.  Plagiarism is a serious offence, and considered so by the University.

WRITING CONFERENCES: Please meet with me during my office hours or make an appointment to discuss your work in progress or any aspect of the course.  I also encourage you to visit the Writing Center in Peck Hall 1419 for additional writing assistance (call 618-650-2045 for an appointment).
DISABILITY SUPPORT SERVICES: SIUE offers resources and accommodations for students with disabilities.  You may obtain a Disability Support Service ID CARD in 1218 Rendleman Hall (call 650-3726 for additional information).  Please notify me during the first week of class concerning any academic accommodations that you might require.
IMPORTANT NOTE: By remaining in this section of ENG 101, you are indicating to me that you have read, you will adhere to, and you understand all of the policies I have listed here.

*     *     *

DAILY SCHEDULE:
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The schedule may be subject to revisions throughout the course of the semester.  Any changes will be announced in class.

SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS
*Note*—assignments are due on the date by which they are listed.

Week One

8/20
Introduction

8/22 
Manguel, “The Last Page”



Axelrod and Cooper,  “Reading Critically”



Reading Record Entry Due (on Manguel) by 11:00 am, via email


Week Two

8/27 
Freire, “The Banking Concept of Education”



Reading Record Entry Due by 11:00 am, via email


8/29  
Edge, “I’m Not Leaving Until I Eat This Thing”



Reading Record Entry Due by 11:00 am, via email
Week Three
9/3  
No Classes (Labor Day)

9/5  
Sedaris, “Me Talk Pretty One Day”



Woolf, “The Death of the Moth”
2 Reading Record Entries Due by 11:00 am, via email
Week Four
9/1 
Observation Assignment Due

9/12
Crowley and Hawhee, “Reasoning in Rhetoric”

Week Five
9/17 
Bartholomae, “Inventing the University”


Reading Record Entry Due by 11:00 am, via email
9/19 
Jefferson, “The Declaration of Independence”



Stanton, “Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions”

2 Reading Record Entries Due by 11:00 am, via email
Week Six
9/24 
Macchiavelli, “The Morals of the Prince”



Swift, “A Modest Proposal” 

2 Reading Record Entries Due by 11:00 am, via email
9/26 
Rosenwasser and Stephen, “What is Analysis?”

Week Seven

10/1 
Rhetorical Analysis Assignment Due
10/3 
No class / Individual Conferences (held in my office)
Week Eight
10/8  
No class / Individual Conferences (held in my office)

10/10  
Midterm Portfolio Due

Week Nine
10/15 
McQuade and McQuade, “Reading an Image”




Candidate Advertisements Due

10/17
Compilation, “Thesis Statements”

Week Ten
10/22
Visual Analysis Assignment Due

10/24
Tannen, “Conversational Styles”

Reading Record Entry Due by 11:00 am, via email
Week Eleven
10/29
Barthes, “Steak and Chips”



Girard, “Plat du Jour”

2 Reading Record Entries Due by 11:00 am, via email
10/31
Foucault, “Panopticism”

Reading Record Entry Due by 11:00 am, via email
Week Twelve
11/5
Schrank, “Sports and the American Dream”



Berger, “Seven Points on the Game of Football”



2 Reading Record Entries Due by 11:00 am, via email
11/7
Observation Report Due



In-class Interviews
Week Thirteen
11/12
Introduction/Thesis Statement Due
11/14
Activity Analysis Assignment Due

Week Fourteen
11/19 
No class (Thanksgiving Break)

11/21 
No class (Thanksgiving Break)

Week Fifteen
11/26 
No class / Individual Conferences (held in my office)


11/28 
No class / Individual Conferences (held in my office)

Week Sixteen
12/3 
Portfolio Letter Draft Due
12/5 
Final Portfolio Due
