ENG 101                                                                                                                                      Heather G. S. Johnson

Essay #1: Creating a Conversation (Summary and Analysis)
(3-4 double-spaced, typed pages)

Rough Draft Due: Tuesday, 10/10
Final Draft Due: Tuesday, 10/17
Building on the summary-writing skills that you developed for Microtheme #5, this essay asks you to integrate short summaries of two different essays (choose from Langer, Tannen, and Queenan) into an analysis of your own.   
First, you'll have to find a topic to write about. Make sure that the topic is something that you are interested in, but also something that two of the authors talk about.  Since all three of the authors have different "main" ideas, you'll be looking at the smaller ideas that they include in their essays, perhaps something that is only mentioned in a couple of paragraphs.

Once you've found a topic, first figure out what the two authors have to say about it.  How do their points fit together in interesting ways?  How would you imagine the two authors speaking to each other?  What do they each add to the general conversation about the topic?  What conclusions can you begin to draw about the topic based on what they have to say.

Now figure out what you have to say about the topic.  You can agree with the other authors, but you also need to find your own unique angle; what are you going to add to the conversation that is already going on?  Use your own experience to help you discover what to say.  Try to come up with an argument about the topic that uses the ideas of both authors in some way, but focuses on what you want to say.  
Consider:
· The summaries will be very directed and specific – you’ll not summarize the whole essay, but rather those parts that are pertinent to the connection that you see.

· When locating the intersection of the authors’ ideas, think of the authors as having a conversation with each other.  Do not limit yourself to where they agree and/or disagree (although these can be good starting points).  Look for where they discuss the same thing in different ways.  Look for where they discuss different things in a similar way. 
· Part of the goal of the assignment is to help you to see that two seemingly very different discussions may have strong connections.  Do not immediately settle on obvious connections.  Instead, try to find an intersection between the two authors that creates an interesting conversation—one that might lead to a discovery or revelation about the topic.
· When you have discovered the intersection between the essays, think about what you might say about that intersection: what is significant about it?  What does putting the two authors together reveal about the topic?
· The structure of the final version of this essay could look something like this: an introduction which introduces the two authors, the titles of their essays, and a thesis statement that shows the intersection that you’re discussing.  Then body paragraphs that define the authors’ ideas about the topic and analyzes “what’s at stake” in treating them together.  A conclusion that shows how the intersection between the two authors’ ideas has led you to develop a third idea about the topic – your own.
· Some possible topics (I've chosen all of these because they appear in at least 2 essays—but I also want you to look for your own!):  signs  -  symbols  -   identity  -  dreams  -  thinking/thought  -  language  -  learning  -  gender difference  --  individuality  -  ritual  -  expression
