ENG 101                                                                                                                                      Heather G. S. Johnson

Active Reading Record
(10 pts each)
Due: Various Dates (see syllabus) 

For every reading that we complete this semester, you will create an entry in your reading record.   You will send me a digital copy (as a Word document) of that reading record entry on the day that the reading is due (via email, and indicate which entry it is in the Subject of the email).  The entries should appear in alphabetical order, by author, in the full reading record.
Each reading record entry will include several parts:

1. A bibliographical entry for the reading (information should be found on the first page of the text) in MLA style.

2. A brief summary of the reading, between 100 and 300 words, depending on the size and complexity of the text being summarized.  Be sure to include the basic thesis of the reading, if there is one.
3. Three relevant quotes from the reading, no longer than three lines each.   Include the page #.
4. One comment or thought of your own inspired by the text.

5. One good, real question about or inspired by the text.

No single entry should be longer than a page—for some of the briefer readings, your entries may be shorter.

The key to completing this assignment successfully will be to read actively, marking the text as you read, jotting down your own thoughts in the margins, and questioning the author rather than simply accepting what he or she says at face value.  Your summary should be as brief and as objective as possible, giving just the basic facts about the text.  Think of it as a reminder to yourself about the content of the reading in question.  The quotes you choose don’t need to be “important” or central to the text—they just need to be interesting to you for one reason or the other.  The comment need not be especially long or complicated—use it as a place to develop your own thoughts on the topic, or to see in what direction the text sends you.  You might consider responding to one of the three quotes.  Finally, your question should be a real question that you have as a result of reading.  That question may not be directly about the text itself—it could be a question that the text brought to mind.  But in either case, it should be a question to which you honestly don’t have a complete answer. Ideally, it should not be a yes or no question, or a question that could be answered in a single, factual sentence.  The best questions need not be too complicated, but their answers should require complex, in-depth thinking.
Keep in mind that the complete reading record may find its way into your 101 portfolio (the midterm, final, or both).

Finally, always print out and bring the record entry for that day’s readings with you to class.

An example of a reading record entry, for our first reading, Manguel’s “The Last Page,” can be found on the back of this page.
Manguel,  Alberto.  “The Last Page.”  A History of Reading.  New York: Viking, 1996. 2-23. 

Summary:  In the first chapter of his book on the history of reading, Manguel begins with various images of readers from different eras, which he comes to identify as members of the community to which all readers belong.  He goes on to describe his own personal history of reading, discussing his memory of first learning to read, reflecting on what reading meant to him as a child and young adult, and how his particular experiences both link him with other readers and set them apart from them.  While he recognizes that reading is often a solitary activity, done in private and in silence, he points out that reading can also serve to connect us with people in the past as well as the present, reinforcing communities of like-minded thinkers and facilitating the distribution of ideas.  He identifies at least two types of reading, the first of which is a voracious consumption of the text when one is caught up in the moment of the plot, characters or argument.  The second style of reading is very slow, and seeks out the hidden meanings behind words while savoring their sound and texture.  Manguel also spends some time recounting his unique and intellectually stimulating relationship Jorge Luis Borges, the blind author for whom he read aloud as a teenager. 
Quotes:  “Stark naked, a well-coiffed Mary Magdalen, apparently unrepentant, lies on a cloth, strewn over a rock in the wilderness, reading a large illustrated volume” (4).
“In every case, it is the reader who reads the sense; it is the reader who grants or recognizes in an object, place or event a certain possible readability; it is the reader who must attribute meaning to a system of signs,  and then decipher it” (7)

“I quickly learned that reading is cumulative and proceeds by geometrical progression, each new reading builds upon whatever the reader has read before” (19).
Comment:  The first quote above (about Mary Magdalen), is extremely suggestive:  it implies, first of all, that there is something sensual or decadent about reading, and that somehow, reading might be something for which we would need to repent.  In a way, this is ridiculous, but in another, it accords well with an American work ethic that requires one to always be productive.  Any activity that cannot immediately be shown to productive can be label as “a waste of time” or self-indulgent.

Question:  How does reading for pleasure—which seems to be the main topic of Manguel’s chapter—differ from reading for work or for education?  The social dimensions of this kind or reading might be especially different…
